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con t r i b u t o r s

 amy Kenny is a Hamilton-based writer/artist. In addition to reporting 
for the Hamilton spectator, her journalism has been published by national 
Geographic, Canadian Geographic and Explore. Her fi ction (which has 
been funded by the ontario arts Council) and poetry have appeared in 
monday magazine, Room and the antigonish Review.   

 John Kernaghan is an award-winning feature writer who has 
worked in journalism for 40 years. He most recently was the restaurant 
reviewer for the Hamilton spectator. Kernaghan also spent 10 years as 
a sports columnist and has written about food, travel and recreation for 
30 years. He likes travel, dining out, cycling, swimming and cross-country 
skiing. 

 Phil King is a partner in oKD and one of the agency’s account leads 
on tourism and has been a contributor to the Experience Hamilton Guide, 
since its inception. Phil has also written for a wide range of private and 
public sector organizations in the Hamilton area, including; the art Gallery 
of Hamilton, Food share, City Kidz and an Instrument for Every Child.  

michele sponagle was born and raised in Hamilton. she is 
among Canada’s most prolifi c freelance journalists. she has contributed 
lifestyle and travel feature to top publications such as the Globe & mail, 
Flare, Chatelaine, Canadian living and Elle. In addition, she wrote the 
number one bestseller, tales From Dog River: the Complete Corner Gas 
Guide. 

sheryl nadler is a Hamilton-based writer and photographer. 
Her award-winning column appears weekly in the Hamilton spectator’s 
Go section and her photography has been published in newspapers, 
magazines and websites across the country and beyond. Here, she takes 
us on a tour of the city’s extensive arts and culture scene.

Dan Banko Unless otherwise noted, all photos have been supplied 
by Banko media: Daniel Banko, sandra mulder, Russell Druiven, Doug 
mcmillan.

on the cover:
the War of 1812 comes to life each 
June with the Reenactment of the Battle 
of stoney Creek at Battlefi eld Park in 
Hamilton. Check out the article 
‘It Happened Here’ on page 44 
for more 1812 information and 
commemoration events. Photo courtesy 
of Hamilton Community news.
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Welcome to Hamilton! I trust your visit will be enjoyable, memorable, maybe even a 
little surprising. 

Inside the pages of this year’s Experience Hamilton Visitor Guide you will fi nd everything 
you need to plan your stay from practical resources like accommodation listings and 
maps to in-depth articles on the city’s incredible historical and cultural offerings. 

Discover Hamilton’s plans for the launch of the Bicentennial of the War of 1812 
and why this city played such a crucial role in the nation-defi ning confl ict; fi nd out 
more about our exploding arts and creative culture scene; explore the city’s diverse 
neighbourhoods; be tempted by our diverse culinary offerings and learn about our 
endless outdoor adventure opportunities.

new this year, we’ve added a special take-away for you. For the fi rst time, fi nd tourism 
Hamilton’s popular Festival and Events Brochure stitched inside the pages of this guide. 
Pull it out and take the portable guide with you. all of this year’s not-to-be-missed 
events are there, including: Doors open Hamilton, the Reenactment of the Battle of 
stoney Creek, the Father’s Day weekend airshow at the Canadian Warplane Heritage 
museum celebrating its 40th anniversary, the Canadian military tattoo, Festival of 
Friends, the highly anticipated RBC Canadian open, the ever-expanding supercrawl, 
sure to be this year’s biggest street party, and many more unforgettable festivals. 

For all the up-to-date listings, great package ideas and many more inspiring stories, 
visit	tourismhamilton.com or come see the brand new Visitor Information Centre at the 
iconic lister Block in downtown Hamilton. 

 sincerely, 

Robert Bratina, mayor
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tourism Hamilton proudly welcomes visitors to its brand 
new Visitor Centre on the ground fl oor of the iconic, 
newly restored lister Building at 28 James street north 

(at the corner of King William street). 

Visit us in person for great ideas for your stay, resources 
like maps and guides, new interactive experiences and to 
purchase works by local artists.  

tourism Hamilton’s Visitor Centre might be new, but the 
gorgeous building it now calls home – reopened after a 
much anticipated restoration - has deep roots in Hamilton. 
lister’s resurrection coincides with a downtown revitalization 
taking root in the city’s core. 

Despite exciting new developments and stunning restorations, 
a quick walking tour of the city’s core reveals architecturally 
important landmarks that speak to the community’s enduring 
historical legacy. 

hAmilTon heriTAGe 1
2

Photo By Jeff Tessier
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below are just a few of hamilton’s shining 
heritage stars and some lesser known gems.
Courtesy of Bill manson Footsteps in time; Hamilton Historical 
Board; and staff of the museums and Heritage Presentations.

6

5

4

lister Block – James street north at King William street
the original lister Chambers was erected in the late 
nineteenth century as one of Hamilton’s fi rst multipurpose 
commercial offi ce and retail buildings. after the building was 
destroyed by fi re in 1923, it took less than a year (exactly 
37.5 working days) to erect the new building which would 
have a profound effect on the commercial development of 
downtown Hamilton.  located on the northesast corner of 
James street north and King William street, the lister Building 
would become a major retail and offi ce complex recognized 
today as a forerunner of the modern shopping mall. 

Designed in the Renaissance Revival style, the lister Building 
was signifi cant for its innovative use of reinforced concrete, 
fi reproof materials, and a distinct brick and terracotta exterior.  
It was also notable for its grand size, as its six storeys 
surpassed the typical two-to four-storey buildings constructed 
during this era. the lister Building featured approximately 
50 stores and 200 offi ces. these businesses included law 
offi ces, accounting fi rms, beauty parlours, opticians, printing 
shops, a restaurant, dental offi ces, electrical goods stores, a 
billiards room, men’s clothing shops, a music store and shoe 
shining services. Combined, they provided Hamilton with a 
variety of goods and services in one convenient, downtown 
location. as a large multi-storey commercial retail and offi ce 
complex, the lister Building was truly “a City In Itself”. 

the Pigott Building on James south near main
Built in 1929 by the Pigott Construction Company at a cost 
of $1 million this was the fi rst steel-skeleton skyscraper in 
Hamilton. Its art-Deco / Gothic-Revival style architecture was 
complemented inside by marble, stained glass, brass, and 
elaborate woodwork, and on the roof by rotating searchlights 
that circled the skyline once every thirty seconds.

the landed Banking & loan 
Company Building on James south at main 
this neo-Classical style building was erected in 1908 as 
a “temple to commerce” and is today designated under the 
Ontario Heritage Act. It was designed by local architect 
Charles mills as a copy of new York City’s Knickerbocker 
trust and safe Deposit Bank in new York City.

the (2nd) tH&B Railway terminal 
on Hunter East at Hughson
Built in 1933 as part of the tH&B track elevations and 
overpasses to relieve downtown traffi c congestion, this art-
modern style building contains a magnifi cent interior. With 
the decline of rail passenger traffi c after WWII, the building 
was threatened with demolition, but saved by lIUna and 
restored as the Hamilton Go station.
 

the loews theatre on King East near John 
one of Hamilton’s grandest theatres, this movie house 
opened in 1917 to showcase silent movies as well as 
vaudeville acts. It was renamed the Capitol in 1922, and 
in 1930 was renovated to show “talkies”. In the 1950’s, 
it like all of Hamilton’s grand theatres, “succumbed” to the 
novelty of tV.

the Ballantine & Brothers Building 
on John south at augusta
this Victorian brick commercial building opened as a 
grocery store at a time when there were few sidewalks, and 
the city’s streets were unpaved. merchants like Ballantine 
erected wooden sidewalks covered by frame canopies to 
allow passersbys to window shop in comfort, safe from mud 
and inclement weather. 

3 4
5 6

Photo By Jeff Tessier Photo By Jeff Tessier

Photo By Jeff Tessier Photo By Jeff Tessier
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exciting
Transformation

Hamilton’s

It might be a bit of a stretch to claim that Hamilton is experiencing 
“a renaissance”, but the city has certainly undergone a massive transformation. 
Healthcare is now Hamilton’s primary employer and neighbourhoods that 

were once home to vacant warehouses are becoming vibrant arts communities. 
This transforming landscape is attracting young entrepreneurs and artists, who 
are bringing a whole new “creative vibe” to the city.

Not to be outdone, Hamilton-area attractions, eateries and hotels are also 
generating their own creative buzz.

by Phil King



aTTraCTionsaTTraCTions
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Art	Gallery	of	Hamilton
aGH showcases ontario’s third largest public art collection and is home to more than over 9,500 works. Upcoming 
exhibitions include “nature and spirit”; a significant travelling exhibition by renowned Canadian artist, Emily Carr, 
featuring her most recognized masterpieces. aGH is also the driving force behind the highly-regarded World Film 
Festival, which takes place every september and showcases the best in innovative international and Canadian 
cinema. Building on the success of the Shop at the Gallery, the aGH has also newly-opened a retail outlet called the 
Design Annex amidst the James street north art district. the annex features a unique collection of Canadian-designed 
furnishings, glass and pottery, with décor items that you won’t find anywhere else.

African	Lion	Safari
one of ontario’s top 10 attractions is the best place in Canada to 
get closer than you ever imagined (and we’re talking close!) to over 
1,000 exotic birds and animals. new arrivals for 2012 include a 
baby siamang, an endangered species of Gibbon often called the 
“Kings of swing”. Keep an eye out for the new baby on safari lake 
Island, while on your Nature Boy boat tour.  Your “day on safari” will 
create family memories that will last a lifetime. Drive your own vehicle 
or take a guided tour on one of the Park’s air-conditioned tour buses. 
You’ll be transported “around the world” as you journey through five 
game reserves that each feature animals from different continents. the 
safari has also been recognized internationally for many of its animal 
breeding programs, including programs for Cheetah, White Rhino and 
asian Elephant. Following your amazing safari adventure you’ll enjoy 
all-day animal and bird shows, boat and train rides. then let your kids 
cool off and Go Wild in the Misumu Bay Wet Play Water Park. Find 
out more on the safari’s website www.lionsafari.com. Be sure to check 
out “Planning Your trip” to make the most of “your day on safari”.

HMCS	Haida
Berthed near the newly-revitalized Harbourfront Centre, HMCS Haida is the last remaining World War II Canadian 
tribal Class Destroyer. the Haida saw active service in many key naval battles and is credited with clearing more 
enemy vessels off the coast of France, prior to the D-Day landing, than any other ship in the Royal Canadian navy. 
touring the Haida will give you a first-hand appreciation for the challenges faced by the ship’s courageous crew during 
those decisive and important sea battles.
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Puddicombe	Estate	Farms	&	Winery
Enjoy discovering new wines? Why not explore ontario’s only guided 
agricultural Wine trail at Puddicombe Estate Farms & Winery.  Following 
your tour, you’ll taste Puddicombe’s award-winning wines, including their 
internationally-recognized Vidal 2000 Ice Wines. If your group is looking for 
a unique evening out, arrange a “Cluster Party” featuring custom-themed wine 
tastings. Puddicombe also offers fun for the whole family with seasonal events, 
train rides through Puddicombe’s 300-acre fruit orchards, a gift shop, cafe and 
bakery and a Children’s Village. For a truly unique accommodation experience, 
book an overnight stay at Puddicombe’s new Caboose Farm stay.

Royal	Botanical	Gardens
there is always something new in-bloom at the Royal Botanical Gardens, from the fi rst burst of thousands of spring 
bulbs, the incredible fragrance of the lilac Festival in late-may, to the magnifi cent fall foliage colours of the arboretum. 
Even in the midst of winter, the RBG’s indoor mediterranean Gardens, offer a welcome respite with the exotic fragrances 
of orange blossoms and orchids that conjure-up rejuvenating, tropical memories.  With new and constantly-changing 
seasonal, horticultural exhibits, 2,700 acres of trails, gardens, wetlands and nature sanctuaries, RBG is always the 
perfect place to relax and “lose yourself” for a few hours, while getting in-touch with your natural side.

Canadian	Warplane	
Heritage	Museum 
Imagine a display of over 100,000 
square feet of Canada’s most 
iconic airplanes. Canadian 
Warplane Heritage Museum 
showcases Canada’s largest collection 
of military aircraft, many faithfully-restored to original fl ying condition, including one 
of only two fl ying lancaster Bombers left in the world. Visitors will be amazed at how close they can get to these 
awe-inspiring airplanes. Gamers can test their skills with real combat fl ight simulators and kids will love climbing 
into the cockpit of a real WWII jet fi ghter. mark your calendar for Father’s Day weekend June 16-17, as Warplane 
Heritage presents the 40th Anniversary of the Hamilton Airshow, featuring its most exciting line-up ever; with Canada’s 
snowbirds, a Canadian air Force CF-18, the Canadian Harvard aerobatic team and the only Canadian appearance 
of the amazing B-29 superFortress Bomber.  

B-29 Superfortress Bomber
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flamboro	downs
Game for an evening of fast-paced excitement? flamboro downs, just a 
15-minute drive or shuttle bus ride from Hamilton’s city centre, features thrills at 
every turn, with the fastest half-mile harness racing track in Canada and over 
800 slot machines, including progressives; Hot shots Blazing 7’s, Wheel of 
Fortune, 10x Pay, Blackjack and Poker. flamboro downs offers live racing year-
round and casual or fine dining, including spectacular track views from the top 
o’ the turn restaurant. flamboro is also home to the prestigious Confederation 
Cup, Canada’s version of the famous little Brown Jug in the U.s. and one of 
the leading harness racing events in north america.

Dundurn	National	Historic	Site	
they say that “everyman’s home is his castle” and sir allan macnab, former 
Premier of Upper Canada, obviously took this to heart when he built Dundurn 
Castle in the early 1800’s. Featuring over 40 period-authentic rooms and 
highly-engaging tours led by costumed guides, it’s easy to imagine yourself as 
part of the “Victorian gentry” when touring this magnificent Italianate style villa. 
offering an incredible view of Hamilton Harbour, you can see clearly why 
Dundurn was chosen as a strategic military base for the British army during the 
War of 1812. the Castle will play an important role in the upcoming 1812 
Bicentennial Commemoration that will take place across ontario over the next 
three years. admission to Dundurn also includes entry to the Hamilton	Military	
Museum which houses displays, artifacts and uniforms from of the War of 
1812 to World War I.

City	of	Waterfalls	
Welcome to the Waterfall Capital of the World. 
Hamilton once known primarily for its industrial might, 
is getting recognition for its overwhelming natural 
beauty, including over 126 waterfalls that dance and 
flow within city limits. Building on local appreciation for 
our better-known falls such as Webster’s and Albion, 
a group of proud citizens took it upon themselves to 
catalogue and promote the city’s surprising wealth of 
waterfalls and cascades. their efforts have helped 
change perceptions about Hamilton and the guided 
tours they offer have attracted people from across 
ontario and the U.s. no matter where you stay when 
you visit Hamilton, chances are you’re only minutes 
away from one of our inspiring waterfalls. For an 
unforgettable winter adventure try ice-climbing at 
Tiffany or Tews	Falls in the Spencer	Gorge/Webster’s	
Falls	Conservation	Area.
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Museums
For history buffs, Hamilton offers an intimate look at the lives of Georgian, Victorian 
and Edwardian aristocrats at Whitehern Historical House & Gardens. Fans of 
the industrial revolution will also enjoy a trip to the Hamilton Museum of Steam  
Technology, where every day they fire-up one of their giant 45 ft-high, 70-ton 
steam engines. those that prefer simpler times and are drawn more to horse-drawn 
technology will enjoy immersing themselves in the rural setting of Westfield Heritage 
Village that captures the lives of ontario’s pioneer settlers. to commemorate the 
War of 1812 Bicentennial, Westfield has added three new historical buildings that 
played key roles in the War, including a Queens’ Rangers cabin where General 
Brock likely encamped during his famous “Walk” to defeat the americans at Fort 
Detroit in the first battle of the War.

Families will also enjoy a visit to The Hamilton Children’s Museum, where kids learn 
hands-on about science, culture and the arts, with their learning liberally-sprinkled 
with tons-of-fun. the museum offers special events for all ages, including special Fun 
Days and themed-events based on subjects such as “Pirates” and “Butterflies.”

Hamilton’s other not-to-be missed kid-friendly attractions include; Yee Haw Adventure 
Farms, Wild Waterworks, with its amazing wave pool, multi-story waterslides and 
Little Squirt Works, Lakeland Kartway and Adventure Village Amusement Park with 
arcade games, mini-golf and batting cages.

Bayfront	Park
Hamilton’s history was literally built along our waterfront, from aboriginal encampments and the arrival of our earliest 
settlers, to the shipping facilities that have made Hamilton one of the busiest ports on lake ontario. the city has 
recognized that our bayfront also makes for a fabulous people place and visitors can now enjoy some of the most 
spectacular and accessible waterfront scenery in ontario. a 1.5 kilometre waterfront trail links to hiking and biking 
trails throughout the region, as well as scenic points such as Bayfront	Park and Pier	4 that offer cooling lake breezes, 
themed children’s play areas, cafes and restaurants. take a shore tour aboard Hamilton’s waterfront trolley or enjoy a 
relaxing afternoon on the Hamilton sightseeing tour Boat or an evening of dining and dancing on the water, aboard the 
Hamilton	Harbour	Queen.  Even in the winter, Hamilton’s waterfront is alive with activity, with an outdoor skating rink 
and two new restaurants featuring fabulous smokehouse BBQ or upscale Italian cuisine with the city’s best water views.
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Live	Theatre	
the explosion of fine arts and music that’s creatively enriching 
Hamilton can also be felt in our live theatre scene. Under the 
artistic direction of Ron Ulrich, Hamilton’s leading professional 
theatre, Theatre Aquarius has emerged with strong and 
diverse performances that are winning both new audiences 
and widespread critical acclaim. aquarius celebrates its 40th 
season with highly-popular plays such as “legally Blonde” and 
“the last Romance”, programmed with more exploratory works 
such as the Governor General award-winning “Where the Blood 
mixes”. Hamilton is also home to many vibrant community-based 
theatre groups, including; the Hamilton Urban Theatre Group 
that performs contemporary and shakespearean productions in 
the newly-opened Citadel Theatre and Performing Arts Centre; 
and Hammer Entertainment which performs at the Westside 
theatre. the Players Guild of Hamilton is the oldest community 
theatre group in north america and enjoys a loyal following for 
its mix of comedy and dramatic productions. the Guild has also 
inspired the growth of other community theatre groups throughout 
the Hamilton area, such as Theatre Ancaster, Village Theatre 
Waterdown and Dundas Little Theatre. 

Large	Venues	
Preeminent within Hamilton’s entertainment scene are 
Copps Coliseum, Hamilton Place, and the Molson 
Canadian Studio. Copps plays host to the city’s largest 
events staging everything from local aHl hockey favourites, 
the Hamilton Bulldogs, to major rock concerts. June 23-24 
Copps presents the 2012 Canadian International Military 
Tattoo, featuring an incredible spectacle of military and 
marching bands, pipe and drum corps and guest artists, 
such as renowned Irish tenor, John mcDermott. 

Hamilton Place, a 2,000-seat theatre, famous for its 
wonderful acoustics is home to the Hamilton Philharmonic 
Orchestra and offers a dazzling line-up of concerts, 
dance troupes and Broadway musicals. this is readily 
apparent in its 2012 spring and summer line-up which 
includes the Hamilton Philharmonic’s presentation of 
Beethoven’s ninth symphony on may 26th, popular  
theatrical comedy Young Frankenstein on may 28th, 

springfest 2012 on may 26th  in the molson Canadian 
studio, George thorogood & the Destroyers on June 
1st and Doo-Wop with a twist on June 20th. new 
performances at Copps and Hamilton Place are constantly 
updated, so check on-line to help plan your evening’s 
entertainment while visiting Hamilton.

Opera Hamilton, one of ontario’s finest professional opera 
companies, has relocated its productions for 2012 to the 
Dofasco Centre for the Performing arts. the ambience 
and acoustics of this more intimate theatre, which opera 
Hamilton shares with theatre aquarius, promise one of the 
opera’s most exciting seasons ever.

aTTraCTions
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With Hamilton, experiencing a major cultural surge, 
the city offers more to see and do than ever before. 
Hamilton-area accommodation is also on the 

upswing with the newly-opened luxury boutique hotel, best 
Western Premier c-hotel, adjacent to Carmen’s Banquet 
Centre. Carmen’s is home to many of Hamilton’s largest 
community gatherings, galas and celebrity visits. Downtown 
accommodation has also undergone a major revitalization, with 
the recently-renovated crowne Plaza hamilton hotel & 
conference centre and the totally-refurbished sheraton 
hamilton, which offers convenient, indoor access to the Art 
Gallery of hamilton, the shops of Jackson square, 
hamilton Place and copps coliseum. 

The sheraton hamilton has just undergone a multi-million 
dollar revitalization, which included all of its over 300 guest 
rooms, fi tness centre, indoor pool, meeting rooms, lounges and 
restaurant. Even chagall’s, the Sheraton’s fi ne-dining restaurant 
has created an intriguing new menu and exciting new wine-list. 
The rework is getting rave reviews and the Sheraton now features 
a Club Lounge with spectacular outlooks over Hamilton Harbour 
and Lake Ontario.  

Hamilton’s newest downtown hotel is the well-appointed 
staybridge suites right across from Copps Coliseum and 
the Art Gallery of Hamilton. Staybridge has fully-equipped suites 
for a ‘home away from home’ atmosphere. Expect some real 
excitement around the grand opening in Spring/Summer 2012!

Visitors inn offers 60 well-appointed guest rooms, indoor 
pool, Jacuzzi, Sauna and exercise room with casual, affordable 
dining at their on-site ViP restaurant. Visitors is close to 
McMaster University, the Children’s Hospital and many incredible 
hiking and biking trails, such as Hamilton’s 32-kilometre Rail 
Trail and many other trail systems and conservation areas found 
throughout west-Hamilton, Dundas and Flamborough. 

In the city’s east end, just off the Niagara-bound QEW, holiday 
inn express offers a fi tness centre and a breakfast bar and 
is ideal for families looking to cool-off for a day at Wild 
Waterworks, then spend a day hiking or biking the 8-kilometre 
Hamilton Beach Trail. 

History buffs will fi nd a rich treasure-trove of historic homes 
and churches throughout Hamilton and our surrounding rural 
communities. days inn hamilton offers a great-value 
downtown location from which to base your historical Hamilton 
tour. Amenities include an onsite gym, in-room fridge and 
microwave, plus a free Daybreak breakfast each morning, so 
you’re well-fuelled and ready to explore.

The choice of accommodation gives visitors ready access to 
Hamilton’s most popular attractions. So set up ‘your family’s base 
camp’ and make the most of your next visit to Hamilton.

by	Phil	King
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Tip #1:
make the most 
of your day on 

safari, visit
lionsafari.com

soaringsafarifamilyadvenTures

4

spend an enjoyable weekend based at one of Hamilton’s 
most family-friendly hotels, Courtyard	 by	Marriott	 Hamilton. 
the Courtyard offers 136 guest rooms, pool, spa and exercise 
room with on-site café. Conveniently located just off the lincoln 
alexander Expressway, with quick connections to the 403 
and Highway 6, you can spend your first day at the nearby 
Canadian	 Warplane	 Heritage	 Museum, Canada’s largest 
collection of flying military aircraft. Day two, head down 
Hamilton mountain to Highway 6, with an easy drive to 
African	Lion	Safari, Canada’s original safari adventure. 

AnimAls ThAT Are bred
AT AfricAn lion sAfAri

1.	 Asian	elephant
2.	 Cheetah
3.	 Rhino
4.	 Giraffe

Quick fAcT
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European boutique 
style and luxury; 
with its charming 
elegance and 

timeless chic, C 
is sure to please 

every guest.

52 guest rooms, 
some offering 

fireplaces, 
kitchenettes, and 

Jacuzzi, along with 
complimentary 
hot and cold 

gourmet breakfast.

Baci Ristorante, 
an Italian restaurant 

that will provide 
stimulating appetizers 
and entrees for the 

most discerning
 palate.

24-hour room 
service, salt water 
pool with Jacuzzi, 

valet parking, 
complimentary 

Hamilton airport 
shuttle.

GENERAL ROOMS FOOD & BEVERAGE AMENITIES

one of the newest 
Hamilton hotels, the 

Courtyard by 
marriott surrounds 

travelers with 
amenities that 
make travel 
effortless.

136 guest rooms 
with mini-refrigerator 
and free high speed 
internet. King spa 

suites with whirlpool 
spa available.

Courtyard Cafe 
offers a hot 

breakfast buffet 
or a la carte 

dining. 

Indoor pool, 
whirlpool and 
fitness centre. 
state-of-the-art 

meeting rooms, 
ideal for meetings or 
wedding receptions.

newly built in 2008 
and conveniently 

located in the heart 
of downtown 

Hamilton.

Choose from 
queen-size or 

king-size beds, some 
rooms with Jacuzzi. 
all rooms have flat 

lCD-tV and Internet.

Enjoy complimentary 
Daybreak Café 

Breakfast.

Parking, meeting 
space and 

high-speed Internet.

newly unveiled. 
Conveniently located 

in downtown 
Hamilton, adjacent

 to the lincoln 
alexander Centre.

214 luxury 
guestrooms. Each 
room includes a 

32-inch flat-screen tV, 
business workspace 
and free high-speed 

Internet.

Enjoy tapas 
cazueals at saffron 

mediterranean 
Restaurant and Wine 
Bar, located within 

the hotel.

Fitness centre, pool, 
sauna, whirlpool 
and over 19,000 

square feet of
banquet and 

meeting space.

carmen’s
c hotel 
1530 stone Church 
Road East
Hamilton, l8W 35Y
905 381 9898
carmenshotel.com

courtyard 
by marriott 
hamilton 
hotel
1224 Upper James st.
Hamilton, l9C 3B1
905 383 7772
marriott.com

days 
inn 
210 main street E 
Hamilton, l8n 1H3                   
905 528 3297
hamiltondaysinn.com

crowne Plaza 
hamilton 
hotel
150 King street E
Hamilton, l8n 1B2
905 528 3451
ichotelsgroup.com

Designed for both 
corporate business 

travelers and 
for comfortable
family trips at an 

affordable, low rate. 

Enjoy spacious
 rooms with free 

high-speed, wireless 
Internet access, 

simply smart bath 
and bedrooms.

Enjoy complimentary 
Express start 
Breakfast Bar.

Fitness centre, 
business station, 
two boardrooms

 for small meetings, 
audio/visual rental 
equipment and fax/

copier services.

holiday inn 
express 
51 Keefer Court 
Hamilton, l8E 4V4
905 578 1212
hiexpress.com

HoTelsaTaglanCe
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GENERAL ROOMS FOOD & BEVERAGE AMENITIES

Experience a feeling 
of welcome unlike 

any other. this newly-
renovated hotel has 
unveiled a whole 

new look.

Guest rooms feature 
the signature sheraton 

sweet sleeper™ 
Bed, 32” flat screen 
tV’s, and high speed 

Internet access.

Chagall’s Restaurant 
for relaxed dining
 and continental 
cuisine. In-room 

dining menu offers 
delicious options for 

room service.

Indoor heated 
pool, whirlpool, 
sun deck, fitness 

facility, club lounge.

Whether its business, 
a meeting, or a 

relaxing weekend, 
Visitors Inn offers 
comfort, service 

and convenience at 
affordable prices.

60 tastefully 
appointed guest 

rooms featuring one 
or two queen size 
beds, or luxurious 
Jacuzzi suites with 

king size bed.

VIP Restaurant offers 
continental fare in 
a casually elegant 
atmosphere. open 
seven days a week 
for breakfast, lunch 

and dinner.

Beautiful indoor 
pool, Jacuzzi, 
exercise room. 
Free Internet,

 coffee-makers, 
fridges, mini-bars 

and ironing boards.

a fully renewed 
B&B located in the 
Heritage District 

within the Durand 
neighborhood of 

downtown Hamilton, 
amid wonderful old 
homes and trees. 

two beautiful 
Victorian guest 
rooms with en-

suite bathrooms, 
comfortable down 
duvets, luxurious 
sheets, and free 

Internet and cable tV.

Enjoy complimentary 
Daybreak Café 

Breakfast.

Parking, meeting 
space and 

high-speed internet.

this exquisite 
Georgian-style house 
offers the romance of 
a gracious home. It 
has been restored to 
blend 21st century 

technology, with 19th 
century charm. 

three luxuriously 
appointed bedrooms, 

each with private 
bathrooms, king or 
queen sized beds, 
tV, and high-speed 

Internet. 

Gourmet breakfast
 and coffee offered 
in comfy armchairs, 

surrounded by 
wonderful Victorian 

ambiance. 

Beautiful living 
room with armchairs 
and a fireplace, free 
internet, mini fridges, 

coffee makers, a 
selection of books, 

and cable television. 

Experience the comforts 
and warmth of home, 
with the convenience 

of the office while 
receiving great rates on 

your extended stay. 

spacious pet-friendly 
rooms with queen 
or king beds, a full 
kitchen, spacious 
storage and work 

areas, dishwashers, 
iron boards, and free 
high speed Internet.

Fully equipped kitchen 
with a full sized fridge, 

cooktop stove, and 
working appliances 

for your cooking 
experience, as well as 

a fully loaded pantry for 
easy-to-prepare meals

Patios and backyards, 
24/7 fitness room, 

laundry room, 
convenience store 

and business center, 
complimentary 

breakfast buffet, free 
wireless Internet.

sheraton 
hamilton 
hotel
116 King street W
Hamilton, l8P 4V3
905 529 5515
sheratonhamilton.com

Visitors 
inn
649 main street W
Hamilton, l8s 1a2 
905 529 6979
visitorsinn.com

rutherford 
house b&b
293 Park street s
Hamilton, l8P 3G5           
905 525 2422
rutherfordbb.com

osler house
b&b
30 south street W
Dundas, l9H 4C5                    
289 238 9278
oslerhouse.com

staybridge 
suites 
hamilton
20 Caroline street s
Hamilton, l8P 0B1
905 577 9000
staybridgehamilton.com

HoTelsaTaglanCe
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Hamilton	 is	a	unique	 city	and	 that’s	 refl	ected	 in	 the	depth	and	breadth	of	 culinary	
options	it	offers.	The	city	dishes	up	everything	from	haute	cuisine	at	some	of	Canada’s	
top-rated	 eateries	 to	 a	 United	 Nations-like	 collection	 of	 global	 cuisine	 to	 popular	
curbside	food	trucks	cooking	up	comfort	 food	faves.	With	so	many	great	 tastes,	 it’s	
tough	to	choose	just	a	few,	but	here	are	some	of	the	city’s	most	tasty	fi	nds.	

By	Michele	Sponagle

30 unique local tastes worth experiencing in Hamilton

1.	All	Bacon	Burger
Chuck’s	 Burger	 Bar on locke street 
offers this extraordinary burger. It’s made 
entirely from ground bacon and represents 
indulgence at its best. the only thing that 
could make it better is pairing it with 
lobster poutine.

2.	DIY	Barbecue
U	Shao	BBQ, a new addition downtown, 
puts you in charge of cooking your meal 
with grills at every table. Beef, shrimp, 
calamari and short ribs just the way you 
like them!

3.	Custard	Tarts
these creamy nuggets of sweet goodness 
from Ola’s	Bakery on James street north 
make your taste buds sing with every bite.

4.	Fish’n	Chips
Hutch’s has been a lakeside institution on 
Van Wagners Beach Road since 1946. It 
built its reputation on perfectly golden fi sh 
and chips (burgers and milkshakes, too). 
and there’s no charge for the view.

5.	Ice	Cream	Sandwich
It’s hard to just pick one favourite from 
the menu at Bread	 Bar on locke street, 
but these homemade ice cream treats 
are nearly impossible to resist. Runner 
up: the life-changing spaghetti and kobe 
meatballs.

6.	Crispy	Fried	Chicken
no need to head south for authentic 
barbecue fare, just go to the Memphis	
Fire	 Barbeque	 Company, in Winona, 
just east of Hamilton. along with its famous 
fried chicken, there’s also a killer pulled 
pork sandwich.

7.	Really	Good	Coffee
Red	Hill	Coffee	Trade has been winning 
coffee fans over one cup at a time with 
its fantastic, locally roasted beans. Visit 
the coffee bar in the downtown farmer’s 
market or pick up a kilo at a retail shop. 
Caffeine lovers also adore Mulberry	
Street	Coffeehouse on James street north 
for its free-trade coffee served in a space 
that generates a buzz for its funky, artsy 
vibe. nosh on a turkey and brie pannini, 
or lemon yogurt cake and soak up the 
scene.

8.	Doubles
Downtown	 at	 Ya	 Man!	 Caribbean	
Cuisine, ordering a double has a different 
meaning. You’ll get a yummy, curried 
chickpea sandwich that pleases carnivores 
and vegetarians alike.

9.	Pugger	Burger
at O’Neill’s in Hamilton’s East end, bigger 
is better. the Pugger is a whopper of a 
meal with a one-pound patty of ground 
meat. If you order onion rings as a side, 
make sure you wear stretchy pants.

2

1

2

5
Courtesy of beaux-mondes.com
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30 unique local tastes worth experiencing in Hamilton

10.	Grass-fed	Burger
For a healthier burger, head to the all-
new Randy’s	 Burger counter just a 
few blocks from Ivor Wynne stadium 
for a unique “take away from scratch” 
experience.  the beef in the lovingly 
prepared patties is all grass-fed and 
the condiments are home-made! Even 
the toasted egg bun is local and comes 
in from Baltic	 Bread just a few blocks 
away. 

11.	The	Ultimate	Egg	
	 Salad	Sandwich
okay, so it’s kind of old school, but admit 
that you have an occasional craving for 
a freshly-made egg salad sandwich like 
mom used to make. Find it at the Vintage	
Tea	House on locke street south.

12.	Belgian	Dipped
	 Artisan	Chocolate
With a name like The	 Beanermunky	
Chocolate	Experience (in Dundas), you 
just know there’s fun incorporated into 
every chocolate. try unique creations like 
the strawberry banana split chocolates 
or go traditional with a mint smoothie.

13.	Patate	Pizza
locke street south’s NaRoma brings 
together the great pizza legacy of 
naples and Rome. the result is pizza 
that is bursting with fresh fl avours. In 
this traditional version, potatoes meet 
mozzarella, pancetta and red onion 
with delicious results.

14.	Lamb	Wat	(stew)
For a taste of the exotic, WASS	
Ethiopian	 Restaurant serves up tasty 
options using authentic spices and 
cooking methods. the lamb stew is a 
divine dish with tender chunks of lamb in 
a sauce rich in fl avour.

15.	 A	 Pint	 of	 Brewhouse	 Red	
The	Collins	Brewhouse in the heart of 
Dundas has history. not only is it part of 
the oldest running hotel in ontario (since 
1841), it also has 12 beers on draft 
including its own Brewhouse Red.

16.	Beach	Road	Kielbasa
this fabulous pork sausage from Beach	
Road	 Meats	 and	 Deli has been a 
Hamilton tradition for more than 40 
years. It’s now sold on locke street 
south, not Beach Road, but it’s still 
smoky and garlicky, and bliss inducing.

17.	Seared	Ontario	
	 Rainbow	Trout
Quatrefoil in Dundas has made quite 
a splash in just two years. It was listed 
among enRoute magazine’s top new 
restaurants for 2010 and deservedly so. 
It focuses on fresh and local ingredients, 
cooked with a French fl air. très bon!

7
11

12.
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Courtesy of beaux-mondes.com
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18.	Red	Velvet	Cupcake
In the dessert world, everything old is 
new again. sweet treats like cupcakes 
are going strong on retro appeal. Red 
velvet versions (and a slew of others) hit 
the road recently with Cupcake	Diner, 
an unmistakable pink truck spotted on 
the streets of Hamilton (check out the 
Diner’s counter at the Hamilton	Farmer’s	
Market too). and one is not enough! 
look out as well for Sweetness	Bakery 
on the road in its own pink truck and via 
storefront on locke street south. 

19.	Grilled	Cheese
Gorilla	 Cheese was the fi rst grilled 
cheese food truck in Canada. Gooey 
and delicious, its sandwiches span the 
gamut from the classic to unique twists 
like the lumberjack (cheddar, Granny 
smith apple slices, bacon and real 
maple syrup).

20.	Wiener	Schnitzel
the	 Black	 Forest	 Inn has been a 
downtown landmark since 1967 and 
since that time thousands of patrons have 
dove fork fi rst into its famous schnitzel, 
lightly breaded and fried. Generously 
portioned, it hangs over the edge of the 
plate.

21.	Cobb	Salad	
Chagall’s (in the downtown sheraton 
Hamilton Hotel) didn’t invent this famous 
salad, but its artful take on the classic 
has ensured that it stays put on the menu 
for diners who love the combination of 
avocado, blue cheese, bacon and egg, 
kissed with a drizzle of chardonnay 
vinaigrette.

22.	Pho
this Vietnamese rice noodle soup 
soothes the soul with steamy goodness. 
at the popular Pho	Dau	Bo, there are 
more than two dozen varieties of pho, 
each one as delicious as the next. 
the casual restaurant is one of several 
excellent Vietnamese eateries along 
Cannon street. 

23.	A	Reuben	named	Raven
Complete with velvet couches and oil 
lamps, everything from the menu to décor 
at the new downtown café, Baltimore	
House, is inspired by poet Edgar allan 
Poe.  try the grilled Reuben with corned 
beef, swiss cheese, sauerkraut and 
Russian dressing. Cleverly named the 
Raven on the menu after the Poe poem: 
”ah, distinctly I remember it was in the 
bleak December…”

24.	Wine	Tastings
You don’t need to go very far to fi nd 
stellar wine experiences near Hamilton. 
Puddicombe	Estate	Farms	and	Winery
caters to both adults and kids. Grownups 
can sample their way through the 
offerings of white and red wines and 
delectable ice wines, while the kids can 
come nose to snout with pigs, goats and 
sheep before boarding the miniature 
train for a cruise around the farm. Visitors 
can also pick-their-own fruit throughout 
the summer months at the centuries-old 
family farm.  over at Ridge	Road	Estate	
Winery, it’s all about the grapes. Its 
pinot noir, Riesling and Vidal have won 
gold medals at the Canadian Wine 
Championships. the picturesque winery 
also offers delightful tastings and events. 

    TOURIST   GUIDE
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Courtesy of beaux-mondes.com
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25.	Thai	Green	Curry
Thai	 Memory on King William st. 
downtown has won loyal diners because 
of its authenticity. thai fl avours are 
encapsulated perfectly into everything, 
from the beloved green curry dishes to 
the pad thai (spiced rice noodles).

26.	Whoopie	Pies
Part cookie, part cake, these retro treats 
have made a comeback at the new 
bakery Bitten on locke street. Butter 
cream frosting or other good stuff in the 
centre is the payoff with every nibble. 

27.	 Smoked	 Meat	 Sandwich	
Waxy’s	Deli serves up sandwiches the 
way they should be – piled high with 
meat (pastrami, corned beef and roast 
beef) served on fresh rye bread and a 
pickle. a slice of heaven downtown.

28.	Shish	Tawook	
this is a sandwich with attitude from La	
Luna. It combines a lightly spiced, grilled 
chicken breast, garlic, lemon and tahini 
sauce, then wraps it lovingly in a toasted 
pita. Pair it with fattoush salad, vegetables 
and crunchy pita pieces drizzled with 
a lemon, olive oil, mint and oregano 
dressing.

29.	Spicy	Ancho	Beef	Tenderloin	
Global infl uences can be seen all over 
the menu at Boo’s	Bistro	&	Wine	Bar on 
James st. south and this beef dish served 
with tasty frites is no exception. 

30.	 Herb	 and	 Cheddar	 Bagel	
The	Locke	Street	Bakery has many types 
of bagels, but this one is a fave. Get there 
in the morning to get them while they’re 
still warm from the oven.
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Courtesy of beaux-mondes.com
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Bicentennial 1812 Exhibit: noose, 
Knife and Fire: the Bloody assize
march 3, 2012 through september 1, 2014
this exhibit will explore ancaster’s experience during the War of 1812, highlighting 
the Bloody assize. Cross-border ties of many in the community at that time and the 
controversial nature of divided loyalties, as well as the destruction and disruption 
caused to local farms and families will be examined. 
Fieldcote memorial Park & museum, (905) 648-8144, 
www.hamilton.ca/museums	

Christie antique show
may 26, 2012
10 acres of antique items attract professional and amateur designers and collectors 
to search for great finds.
Christie Conservation area, Dundas (905) 525-2181
www.conservationhamilton.ca

sew Hungry – Food truck Rally 2012
may 4, 2012
Hamilton and area food trucks will pull up curbside with their mouthwatering street 
eats in the city’s textile district on ottawa street. 
204 ottawa street north, Hamilton (905) 544-5822
www.shopottawastreet.ca

Doors open Hamilton
may 5 – 6, 2012
the public is invited into significant buildings that are either private or usually charge 
admission. 
Hamilton (905) 540-5086
www.doorsopenhamilton.com

Reenactment of the Battle of stoney Creek
June 2 – 3, 2012
Experience the drama, pageantry, and excitement of the Battle of stoney Creek on 
the 200th anniversary of the beginning of the War of 1812. 
Battlefield House museum and Park, 77 King street West, stoney Creek 
(905) 662-8458
www.battlefieldhouse.ca

Hamilton air show 2012
June 16 – 17, 2012
Witness history in flight at the Hamilton airshow on June 16 and 17, 2012. John 
C. munro Hamilton International airport is host to what is expected to be the 
largest gathering of vintage aircraft in the world. lawn chairs filled with adults and 
children alike will be looking upward at the grandest Hamilton airshow in its history, 
celebrating the 40th anniversary of the Canadian Warplane Heritage museum. 
the museum is considered to be the largest flying air museum in Canada housing 

vintage planes and one of only two air worthy avro lancasters left in the world. this 
year’s airshow will feature the rarely seen B-29 superfortress in its only Canadian 
appearance, as well as the daredevil aerial stunt team, the snowbirds. at least 
40,000 people are expected to attend the much loved Father’s Day weekend show.
Visit www.hamiltonairshow.com for ticket information and directions. 

21st annual Canadian International military tattoo
June 23 – 24, 2012
Feel the pride, honor, and patriotism of the Canadian military through music on June 
23 & 24, 2012 at Hamilton’s Copps Coliseum. the largest event of its kind in the 
province, the 21st Canadian military tattoo portrays our national pride in the form 
of music, performance and pageantry. the show will feature some of Canada’s 
best military bands, dancers, pipes & drums and other performing groups. this 
year’s celebration of the 200th anniversary of the War of 1812 makes for a 
unique performance. also being recognized is the 150th anniversary of the Royal 
Hamilton light Infantry. among this year’s 350 performers are Pioneers of Canterbury 
marching team from Christchurch, new Zealand, the 48th Highlanders Pipes and 
Drums, the tattoo Dancers & the 13th Regiment of Foote. the event spotlights 
several special guest performances, including Irish tenor John mcDermott who is 
best known for his rendition of “Danny Boy” which he has performed around the 
world at many military events. Visit www.canadianmilitarytattoo.ca to see the entire 
list of performers.
101 York Boulevard, Hamilton (905) 523-1753
www.canadianmiltarytattoo.ca

Dundas International Buskerfest 2012
June 1 – 3, 2012
the best street performers in the world dazzle huge crowds in downtown Dundas.
Downtown Dundas, (905) 628-3954
www.downtowndundas.ca

treasureventure 3rd annual adventure Festival
June 22 – 24, 2012 
It’s acres of non-stop heart-pounding action and adventure! treasureventure 
adventure Fair explodes June 22-24, 2012 with phenomenal outdoor experiences 
highlighted by the clashing metal of hardcore medieval jousting and hand-to-hand 
combat. Experience “living history” with soldiers from the U.s. Civil War, then travel 
across centuries to a timeless medieval encampment. You’ve seen it on tV, now 
create your own reality – learn gold panning, geocaching and metal detecting and 
unearth Victorian silver and real Roman coins. Join treasureventure’s sensational 
sideshow starring the one and only lizard man, the mayhem of Great orbax and 
sweet Pepper, the antics of the Professor Floss, all accompanied by a zany circus 
troupe! Break spiritual boundaries with psychics, séances and paranormal activities. 
Be prepared for horror at nightmare on Elmore terror mansion then walk as the 
“living dead” at our incredible zombie school! Kids experience full-throttle thrills with 
minibike and atV Riding adventures, an interactive exotic Wild animal Kingdom, 
and a heart-pounding midway with climbing wall, bungee trampolines, water-
walkers, paddle boats and inflatables! Don’t miss awesome musical entertainment 

fesTivalsandevenTs fesTivalsandevenTs 
Hamilton’s festivals and events have something for everyone. Whether you are a music lover, a foodie, a collector, a theatre fan, a history buff, or a 
thrill seeker, the year’s festival calendar is sure to keep you and your family entertained year-round. Here are some highlights for 2012, and for the full 
calendar, refer to the Festival & Events Guide in this magazine.
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and performers! nEW tHIs YEaR: treasureventure nights celebrate the big kid in 
us all! (Recommended for 14+) It’s an eclectic mix of sideshow acts, performers and 
live bands showcasing slow motion Victory – featured on much music’s Disband 
competition – and a licensed beer tent hosted by the lynden lions Club. Free Roman 
coins to the first 50 kids on saturday and sunday. Visit our website for admission 
prices and more amazing and incredible feats and opportunities! 
Rockton Fairgrounds, (905) 627-2374
www.treasureventure.ca

3rd annual oh Canada Rib Fest
June 29 – July 7, 2012
Prepare to get messy while you fill up on ribs and other indulgent festival fare with 
rib competitions, carnival rides, and live music as your side dish. 
memorial Park
Waterdown, (905) 690-6331
www.ohcanadaribfest.ca

It’s Your Festival
June 29 – July 7, 2012
Canada Day long weekend brings big music acts, foods of the world, games, 
contests and carnival rides to Gage Park. 
Hamilton, (905) 525-2297
www.itsyourfestival.ca

Canada Day Fireworks
July 1, 2012
Celebrate our nation’s birthday with the city’s largest fireworks display.
Bayfront & Pier 4 Parks, Hamilton, (905) 546-4646
www.hamilton.ca/specialevents

2012 Hamilton Fringe Festival
July 19 – 29, 2012
theatre festival showcasing exciting up and coming theatre acts. 
Hamilton, (905) 543-8718
www.hamiltonfringe.ca

2012 RBC 
Canadian open
July 23 – 27, 2012
this will be the fourth time the city hosts 
the prestigious golf event in the past 
100 years. 
Hamilton Golf and Country Club, 
Hamilton, (905) 648-4471
www.rbccanadianopen.com

fesTivalsandevenTs 

RBC	Canadian	Open
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2012 tD Festival of Friends
august 10 – 12, 2012
Great live music acts, foods of the world and vendors attract record numbers of 
attendees for the largest free music festival in ontario.
ancaster Fairgrounds, (905) 777-9777
www.creativearts.on.ca

Hamilton Harbour Fishing Derby 2012
august 11, 2012
learn to fish while enjoying guided tours of the bay on the 
Hamilton Harbour Queen. 
Pier 8, 47, Hamilton, (905) 523-4498
www.hamiltonwaterfront.com

37th Dundas Cactus Festival
august 17 – 19, 2012
three stages of lives music and entertainment acts, a Family Fun Zone, 
and vendors make this one of Hamilton’s most enjoyable summer traditions.
Downtown Dundas, (905) 627-0926
www.dundascactusfest.ca

Winona Peach Festival
august 25 – 27, 2012
the sweetest way to end your summer includes a peach sundae, 
midway rides, a car show, vendors, live music, and a parade.
1328 Barton street, stoney Creek (905) 643-2084
www.winonapeach.com

locke street Festival 2012
september 8, 2012
local musical acts, eateries and vendors display their talents 
on the bustling street shut down to cars.
locke street south, Hamilton, (905) 929-1048
www.lockestreetfestival.com

supercrawl 2012
september 14 – 15, 2012
Hamilton shuts down streets to car traffic in its downtown core once a year to 
throw the biggest block party in the city. supercrawl is an art crawl, a festival, 
a market, and a booming concert experience all in one. artistic expression 
has quickly become engrained in the identity of Hamilton. Every month, James 
north art Crawl has art galleries and local shops open their doors to welcome 
enthusiasts. super Crawl is the year’s largest art Crawl combined with vendors 
showcasing other ways Hamiltonian’s are expressing their creativity. Expect to 
find some of the city’s best food, vendors and artists lining the streets.  organizers 
are hinting that this year’s bash will be even bigger than before, in more ways 
than one. last year it was estimated that 50,000 people flooded James street 
north enjoying live music and exploring Hamilton’s art scene. Visit the website for 
all the latest updates on performers and vendors. 
James street north, Hamilton, (905) 777-1223
www.supercrawl.ca

158th Binbrook Fall Fair
september 14 – 16, 2012
Welcome the changing of the seasons with animal shows and a demolition derby.
2600 Regional Road #56, Binbrook(905) 692-4003
www.binbrookfair.org

ancaster Fall Fair
september 21 – 23, 2012
Celebrate the changing colours of the 
leaves with midway rides, musical 
performances, and local vendors.
ancaster Fairground, 
(905) 648-6198
www.ancasterfair.ca

fesTivalsandevenTs fesTivalsandevenTs 

Ancaster	Fall	Fair
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telling tales – a Family Festival of stories
september 16, 2012
2010 winner of tourism Hamilton award of Excellence for Festival of the Year. 
Celebrate great storytelling at telling tales – a Family Festival of stories at Westfield 
Heritage Village on september 16, 2012. Rockton’s picturesque rural surroundings 
are the perfect place to sit back and get lost in a good book. at telling tales 
organizers encourage you to do just that. Families are invited to listen, watch 
and read stories by some of Canadians most popular Children’s authors. since 
beginning three years ago the festival has grown in popularity with thousands 
in attendance. Children and parents alike can enjoy puppet shows, storytelling, 
illustrator demonstrations, and musical performers. the historic grounds feature a 
Victorian band stand, a black smith, General store, summer stage, native Village, 
meadows and a one Room schoolhouse that can be explored by visitors throughout 
the event. Every year the festival raises money to support local literacy programs 
and works to bring attention to the tD’s Canadian Children’s literature Westfield 
Heritage Village, Rockton, (519) 621-8851
www.tellingtales.org

Hamilton Fall Garden & Chrysanthemum show
october 19 – 28, 2012
Celebrate the city’s official flower in bloom throughout the historical 
east-end Gage Park. 
Gage Park Greenhouse, Hamilton
www.hamiltonmumshow.com

Rockton World’s Fair
october 19 – 28, 2012
shining a spotlight on the city’s farming tradition with agricultural exhibits, 
carnival rides, live music and demolition derbies. 
812 old Highway 8, Rockton, (519) 647-2505
www.rocktonworldsfair.com

the mcQueston’s Childhood Christmas
november 24 – December 30, 2012
Experience the holiday as children would have in the 1880’s. antique toys and 
books will be displayed, as well as carol singing in the stables. 
41 Jackson street West, Hamilton, (905) 546-2018
www.hamilton.ca

First Day of Christmas
november 24, 2012
Dundurn Castle gives visitors an early Christmas gift of free admission on the First 
Day of Christmas. Witness Christmas as it would have been in the 1800’s.
Dundurn national Historic site, 610 York Boulevard, Hamilton, (905) 
546-2872
www.hamilton.ca/dundurn

Victorian Christmas
november 24 – December 30, 2012
Decorated for the holiday season, Dundurn Castle invites visitors to indulge in 
traditional desserts and take part in guided evening tours.
Dundurn national Historic site, 610 York Boulevard, Hamilton, 
(905) 546-2872
www.hamilton.ca/dundurn

Puddicombe Polar Express
December 9, 2012
take a ride to the north Pole to visit santa and mrs. Claus on the seasonally 
decorated train, “little Pudd” on the family-owned winery and farm. 
Puddicombe Estate Farms and Winery. Winona, (905) 643-1015
www.puddicombefarms.com

Some	 of	 Hamilton’s	 favourite	 culinary	 offerings	 were	
honoured	at	the	14th	Annual	Tourism	Hamilton	Awards	
in	2012.	 	The	popular	Gorilla	Cheese	 food	 truck	and	
new	 local	 bakery	 Cake	 &	 Loaf	 each	 took	 a	 Culinary	
Experience	of	the	Year	prize.	And	the	popular	360-acre	
family	 owned	 Puddicombe	 Estate	 Farms	 and	 Winery	
was	recognized	with	a	lifetime	achievement	award	for	
owner	Murray	Puddicombe’s	significant	contributions	to	
the	industry.			For	a	full	list	of	winners	and	information	
about	the	2013	awards,	visit	www.tourismhamilton.com

fesTivalsandevenTs 

Ancaster	Fall	Fair

Hamilton	Air	Show Ancaster	Fair Festival	of	Friends Westfield	Heritage	Village





amid	centuries-old	buildings	and	neighbourhoods	steeped	in	tradition,	a	new	energy	is	taking	hold	in	Hamilton.	
A	creative	force	on	the	cutting	edge	of	art	and	technology	is	sweeping	through	the	city,	brimming	with	new	
thinkers,	dreamers,	and	innovators.	A	renaissance	is	taking	place	in	Hamilton,	one	with	roots	in	the	core	but	

spreading	throughout	the	city.	Thanks	to	a	vibrant	and	growing	arts	community,	the	city	is	now	a	hub	for	digital	media	
and	a	centre	for	creative	industry	innovation.		

As	you	stroll	past	intimate	downtown	cafes	and	charming	bistros,	you’ll	soon	learn	that	art	is	so	much	a	part	of	the	
Hamilton	 fabric,	 it	 spills	out	 from	 the	galleries	onto	 the	 streets	 in	 the	way	of	 installations,	public	art	 exhibits	and	
restored	classic	architecture.	

by	Sheryl	Nadler

James North Art Crawl
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Downtown  
Unique surprises await on the King William Art Walk, 
where common electrical boxes are the canvases for 
vibrant paintings like “studio Interior and still life” by 
Hamilton artist alfred Joyce. Come summer, visitors can 
also delight in a trio of park benches, each one designed 
to whimsically embrace its occupants.

In the centre of the core’s bustle sits the Art Gallery of 
Hamilton, ontario’s third largest public art gallery. step 
through enormous glass doors to its airy interior and be 
swept into fantastic stories told through notable works of 
art. 

Established in 1914, the Gallery boasts one of the finest 
collections in Canada, featuring more than 9,500 works 
of art. In 2012 look for nature and spirit: Emily Carr’s 
Coastal landscapes, and alex Colville’s Horse and train.  

Hamilton’s digital media and creative sector exploded 
in 2011, with world-renowned production houses like 
Pipeline Studios and Chuck Gammage Animation 
making their permanent homes in the city’s core.

Hamilton’s creative industry was the fastest growing 
sector in the city, last year. the new kids in town are 
a wonderful compliment to established digital media 
centres like the Community Centre for Media Arts that 
helps to assist community groups access and implement 
new technology.

James	Street	North
Walking along James street north can be a lesson in 
art, heritage and culture. Galleries catering to every 
genre serve as the backdrop to a lively scene of open-
air markets and spirited discourse in this predominantly 
Portuguese and Italian neighbourhood. 

at 118 James North, the Art Gallery of Hamilton’s 
ambitious new retail outlet, Design Annex, will showcase 
unique creations from Canadian artists and artisans as 
well as contemporary home furnishings and lighting.  
next door, CBC Hamilton is launching the media giant’s 
first-ever digital-only news site. the recipient of a 2011 
Hamilton municipal Heritage Committee Heritage 
Property Conservation award, the building – which also 
houses their + Curran architects and Chuck Gammage 
animation – features exposed brick walls and original 
pressed tin ceilings.

the sleek glass and steel cladding of Hamilton Artists’ 
Inc invites passersby to browse member exhibits at this 
long-established, artist-run centre and arts incubator. 

Down the street, striking black and white prints hang 
in the front gallery of The Print Studio, a printmaking 
workspace set in a former armoury discount store. and 
inside Mixed Media, an eclectic mix of specialty papers, 
magazines and local art, crowd every nook of this 
popular corner shop.

Art Gallery of Hamilton
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at the northern end of the strip, the You Me Gallery hosts emerging 
and established talent in a raw space that showcases the building’s 
original architectural features.

Ottawa	Street	
looking for something slightly off the beaten path? Wandering 
ottawa street can lead you to a wealth of art world treasures. 

swirls of glass pop in the colourful window display at All Sorts 
Gallery, an artist co-op and gift shop that features local handcrafted 
items. across the road, Earl’s Court Gallery showcases Hamilton-area 
paintings and sculpture in a 1,600 square foot exhibition space. For 
a real adventure, stroll the alleyway behind Earl’s Court to glimpse 
intricate murals in a showy display of urban art.   

Locke	Street	
over on locke street, even the starbucks exudes culture. the walls 
of the popular beverage joint feature a permanent exhibit of playful 
paintings by Hamilton artist, Sandee Ewasiuk. 

outside, look to your feet. notice seemingly-random words cast 
in small bronze plaques, embedded into the sidewalk pavement? 
Concrete Poetry, by artist Simon Frank is a poem about walking, 
told through a series of plaques, embedded into the sidewalk of this 
animated street.

Walk or CraWl?
James north art Crawl

on the second Friday of every month, art-lovers 
converge on James street north for a free, self-
guided tour of area galleries. the epicentre of 
Hamilton’s vibrant arts scene, the street takes on 
a street party atmosphere as galleries, shops and 
cafes keep their doors open well past their usual 
closing times for lingering guests. For a guided 
tour, grab a seat on the art Bus and be treated to 
host Barbara milne’s spin of the event. Call the 
Pearl Company for tickets at 905-524-060

supercrawl

Can’t get enough of art Crawl? on september 
14 and 15, 2012, make your way to James 
street north for the fourth annual Supercrawl. 
the free street festival attracted as many as 
50,000 visitors in 2011 and featured live 
music, art installations, vendors and food trucks 
galore. With plans to increase the festival area 
in 2012, supercrawl is only getting bigger. 

Supercrawl Supercrawl

James North Art Crawl
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When you eventually do look up, be sure not to miss the Transit 
Gallery, which boasts three unique spaces spread over 1,200 
square feet, and features monthly shows of artists like steve mazza 
and Fiona Kinsella.
  

McMaster	Museum	of	Art
over at mcmaster University, the McMaster Museum of Art 
is celebrating the University’s 125th anniversary and the 45th 
anniversary of the museum with a two-part exhibition, 125 & 45: 
an interrogative spirit. the museum is also one of the best places in 
Canada to experience 20th Century German Expressionist works. 

Dundas
In the heart of Dundas, the 27,000 square-foot Dundas Valley 
School of Art, which is housed inside a designated heritage 
building and former WWII munitions factory, recently underwent 
a $5-million dollar facelift, led by late architect Trevor Garwood-
Jones. the school also hosts an annual spring art auction that 
features, on average, 1,200 original works of art by established 
and emerging artists.

around the corner, The Carnegie Gallery has been attracting visitors 
since it first opened its doors in 1910. today, it is the home of the 
Dundas art and Craft association, and all manner of visual art, 
jewellery, pottery and textile art can be found in its main gallery 
and gift shop. 

Dundas Valley School of Art

McMaster Museum of Art 

Art Gallery of Hamilton
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Hamilton has long been a hotbed of musical talent where 
you might stumble upon low-key performances by high-
calibre artists like Tom Wilson, The Arkells, Tomi Swick 
and Daniel Lanois. 

on any given night, live music seeps through the 
doorjambs of downtown staples This Ain’t Hollywood, 
Corktown, the Casbah, West Town Bar and Grill and 
Stonewalls. 

the city has played host to the Juno awards and 
Canadian Country music Week. and every fall, Hamilton 
celebrates its own with the Hamilton Music Awards, a 
festival, conference and awards ceremony, celebrating 
the best in local talent. 

If you’re looking for a big show, Hamilton Entertainment 
and Convention Facilities Incorporated (HECFI) is the 
entertainment powerhouse behind Hamilton Place, 
Copps Coliseum, the Molson Canadian Studio and The 
Hamilton Convention Centre. In 2012 look for headliners 
Buddy Guy, alan Jackson, Judy Collins and more to rock 
the core. 

of course, Hamilton’s not all rock all the time. The 
Hamilton Philharmonic Orchestra features both a 
masterworks and Pop series. or catch a production by 
opera Hamilton at its new home at Dofasco Centre for 
the Arts. 

Making	a	Scene	–	Music	and	Performing	Arts	in	the	City

James North Art Crawl Brott Music Festival







as Canada celebrates the 200th anniversary of a 
defi ning time in history, Hamilton gets to boast a 
part in most of its key moments.

While the fi ner points of the War of 1812 are still being 
debated, many of the confl ict’s broad strokes originated 
in or involved Hamilton.

this is the place to drink in the valour and the glory as 
well as the cowardice and treason that play out in war.
much of it happened here or was conceived in a 
community just being established. see, Hamilton was the 
virtual and fi gurative crossroads of Canada’s fi ght to push 
back american expansionist ambitions.

now, with almost 200 years of peace with our southern 
neighbours and allies as a backdrop, Hamilton is a kind 
of one-stop centre of history shopping.

there were three main lines of confl ict in the three-year 
war, all converging on the city.

While battles raged up and down the niagara Peninsula, 
Hamilton was the British forces’ line in the sand.

american raiders also approached from the west, sending 
settlers and burnt-out mill owners from london, on east to 

the safety of Burlington Heights  (today the site of Dundurn 
Castle), the rallying point for British regulars, militia and 
First nation fi ghters.

and on the water at the city’s feet, British and american 
forces traded heavy fi re. 

With those credentials, Hamilton is making 1812 
a special year with bicentennial events featuring 
reenactments, exhibits and displays of living history that 
bring the war years alive.

and you don’t have to travel too far to take in this 
commemoration – it’s all in a fairly tight footprint described 
on the next page.

three essential elements a visitor needs to capture the 
fl avour of 1812 are; Burlington Heights in the city’s west 
end, Battlefi eld Park and monument in the east end and 
Westfi eld Heritage Village to the west.

Burlington	Heights
Burlington Heights is the hinge on which the war swung, 
a key strategic location for land and lake. a visit there will 
stir memories of the boiling emotions which ran through 
people who sought refuge there.
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Happened 
Here

It

War of 1812 
bicentennial kicks 

off in hamilton

By John Kernaghan



It was also an important stop as British commander and 
war hero sir Isaac Brock made his famous march from 
York (toronto) to Detroit to shore up Canadian defences.
and it was also the site of the botched hanging of eight 
traitors. only one of the men was killed on a fi rst attempt 
as the hangman’s scaffolding collapsed.

Imagine the bright red British uniforms mixing with 
ragged militiamen and Indian allies camped on the site 
overlooking lake ontario.

add to this encampment hundreds of displaced settlers 
whose dreams of a new life in a new world were cruelly 
interrupted.

In 1813 British offi cers stayed in a cottage that was the 
predecessor of the grand Dundurn Castle, while rank-and-
fi le soldiers and militia dug battlements for an expected 
Yankee attack.

and a crucial element throughout the war, native fi ghters, 
joined those forces as the americans prepared for battle 
on the other side of town at stoney Creek.

Battlefi	eld	Park
the British chose an audacious pre-emptive move, 
marching through the night for a vicious bayonet attack. 
some 700 army, militia and Iroquois warriors routed 

an america contingent of 3,500 and sent them back 
towards niagara. no american land force ever again 
penetrated that deep into Canada.

Consider the joy that must have run through the 
homesteaders when they learned the imminent danger 
had been defused.

stoney Creek features Battlefi eld House museum & Park, 
a 25-minute drive from Dundurn, and the towering stoney 
Creek monument, silent testimony to a key battle of the 
War.

the monument was offi cially opened in 1913 by Queen 
mary, who pushed a button in Buckingham Palace which 
sent a cross-atlantic telegraph message releasing the 
veiling from the monument.

the pivotal battle’s story really comes to life each June 
with the Reenactment of the Battle of stoney Creek, 
which offers an opportunity to mingle with reenacters in 
period costume, both settlers and soldiers, and witness 
the depiction of the battle. 

Westfi	eld	Heritage	Village
Westfi eld Heritage Village, located in the picturesque 
outskirts of the city, is a living history museum that 
provides a unique glimpse into the daily life of the period.  
Westfi eld is gearing all its interpretive programs to the 
1812 period and will feature several buildings with a 
direct connection to the war.

as we said, it all happened here.

Hamilton was the virtual and fi gurative crossroads



Burlington Heights • Dundurn Castle • Treason Hangings

Crooks Hollow in Flamborough

Bloody Assizes Trial • Fieldcote

Canadian International Military Tattoo - commemorating 1812

RBG - Creating 1812 Peace Garden



1812 ROUTE

Canadian International Military Tattoo - commemorating 1812

Raid on the King’s Head Inn

Battlefield Monument
Smith’s Knoll Monument • Gage House

Confederation Park - Hamilton & Scourge Memorial

Photo courtesy of the Joseph Brant Museum
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Burlington	Heights
there is no spot in Canada where you can 
take in a larger spectrum of War of 1812 
facets than this perch over looking Burlington 
Bay.
In 1813, the knot of British army, militia and 
native warriors that gathered here formed 
the thin red line which held Canada together.

Dundurn	Castle
It began as the simple brick cottage of 
Colonel Richard Beasley, was turned into a 
military camp by the British, and later was 
expanded on a grand scale as the home of 
sir allan macnab.
macnab incorporated elements of the military 
post and Beasley’s home into Dundurn Castle, 
now part of Dundurn national Historic site. 
Visitors can explore these as well as learn 
more about the mid 19th Century era on a 
tour of the grounds and the castle’s more than 
40 rooms on three fl oors. 

Bloody	Assize	Execution
this is where eight men were hung. the 
sentence read: “But not until dead, (then) cut 
down while alive and your entrails taken out 
and burnt before your faces, your heads cut 
off and bodies divided into four quarters.” 
It was intended as a gruesome warning for 
those supporting the americans. But no one 
had the stomach to carry the sentence out and 
they were simply hung. Even that part was 
botched when part of the scaffold collapsed 
bludgeoning one of the condemned to death 
while the others slowly strangled. Re-live the 
trial and discover the impact of the war at 
Fieldcote memorial Park & museum – see the 
listing on page 34.

Beasley’s	Wharf
Command of lake ontario was key to 
rebuffi ng the americans. the wharf and 
building complex on the lake at the foot of 
Burlington Heights was highly useful to the 
British as a fortifi ed supply depot and rallying 
point in defending the niagara Peninsula. 
the site has undergone archeological study 

by mcmaster University and the City of 
Hamilton. artifacts from the excavations are 
on display at the Hamilton military museum.

Burlington	Races	
Head to Harvey Park, which looks out over 
the Bay west of Dundurn Castle, to relive 
the story of a badly outnumbered British 
fl eet escaping the american navy. after 
close-range exchanges of cannon fi re off 
York (toronto), damaged fl agships on both 
sides, the two fl eets raced west, with eleven 
american ships chasing six British vessels 
towards Hamilton. off Burlington Bay, the 
British navy turned and anchored, to face 
the enemy. the americans chose to retire 
from the fi ght.

Ancaster
this upscale community was the scene of 
the war’s most compelling courtroom drama. 
With a backdrop of civil unrest and american 
sympathizers actively helping U.s. forces in 
Canada, martial law was declared in 1814 
and several people were arrested and tried 
for high treason in a court here.
It became known as the Bloody assize. Eight 
men were sentenced to death and executed 
at Burlington Heights. another seven 
were exiled. a plaque on Wilson street 
commemorating the court site and trial calls 
them “a marauding band of renegade settlers 
from the niagara and london Districts.” 
the eight condemned men awaited their 
fate at the town mill site, which has been 
gorgeously restored and converted to a local 
culinary favourite, the ancaster mill.
Close by is Rousseau House, currently a 
restaurant and former home of George 
Rousseau, near to where the fateful treason 
trials played out. Rousseau House’s original 
pine fl oors and doors have been lovingly 
restored. George Rousseau also built the 
stone structure which houses the Coach & 
lantern British Pub, just across the street from 
the assize site.
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Dundurn Castle

Dundurn Castle

Ancaster Mill

Crooks Hollow

Bloody Assize

For	a	listing	of	confi	rmed	events,							please	visit www.1812hamilton.com
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Mills	of	Flamborough,	
Ancaster	&	Dundas
the Darnley grist mill of Crooks Hollow in 
Flamborough is the best preserved mill from 
the 1812 period. Built in 1811, it and mills 
at Dundas and ancaster could only produce 
20 barrels of fl our a day, not enough to 
supply the military and civilian population.
Even worse, if they had fallen into american 
hands and been torched, as others towards 
london had, the Canadian defence would 
have been undermined. But the hungry troops 
at Burlington Heights kept the americans from 
advancing.
two hundred years later, the valley town 
of Dundas is a popular foodie destination 
with several specialty stores and Quatrefoil, 
named in 2010 as one of the top ten new 
restaurants in Canada.

Smith’s	Knoll	Monument
american guns were placed at this location 
during the Battle of stoney Creek.  From 
this slight hill, the guns could dominate the 
battlefi eld.  Both sides realized that capturing 
this spot would determine the outcome of the 
Battle.  smith’s Knoll became the site of the 
fi ercest fi ghting.  the pivotal battle came to 
be known as the Battle of stoney Creek.
the monument was dedicated 100 years 
ago as part of the Centennial of the War of 
1812.  It has recently been fully restored.  a 
nearby crypt contains the remains of soldiers 
who fought and died for their countries on 
this ground.  

Battlefi	eld	Monument
men may have fought the War, but it took 
women to raise the money and organize a 
soaring monument to it, with a 1913 unveiling 
by Queen mary. she did so by transatlantic 
cable, which triggered a shroud to drop and 
reveal the stunning accomplishment.

Battlefi	eld	House	
Museum	&	Park
once the headquarters for american troops 
in 1813, and later expanded to two stories 

in Georgian style, it was preserved by the 
Women’s Wentworth Historical society in 
1899. today, interpreters in period clothing 
tell the story of the war and how civilians 
coped. 
For one weekend each June, the sprawling, 
32-acre park is home to the annual 
Reenactment of the Battle of stoney Creek. 
the popular reenactment marks the 200th 
anniversary of the epic battle in June of 2013.

Hamilton	&	
Scourge	Memorial
the Hamilton and scourge were merchant 
schooners converted to warships by the Us 
navy.  In august of 1813, the american fl eet 
was struck by a sudden violent thunderstorm.  
the schooners, dangerously unstable due 
to the heavy cannons, capsized.  Fifty-three 
men were trapped below decks and died.  It 
was the single largest loss of life in any War 
of 1812 naval engagement. their sacrifi ce 
is remembered in a memorial garden at 
Confederation Park, not far from Battlefi eld 
Park.

Raid	on	the	King’s	Head	Inn	
the King’s Head Inn was built in 1794 as 
resting place for travelers between York 
(toronto) and niagara and as a local depot 
for government stores.  
In may of 1813 just before the loss of Fort 
George in niagara and the British retreat to 
Burlington Heights, two United states navy 
warships anchored near the Inn. Roughly 
200 americans landed under the watchful 
eye of the naval gun crews. sheer numbers 
and the threat of bombardment caused the 
small defending force to retreat without fi ring 
a shot. 
the British returned with reinforcements but 
arrived too late to catch the americans before 
they took valuable stores and burned the Inn 
and its storage houses to the ground.
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Battlefi led House 
Museum & Park

Smith’s Knoll

Battlefi led House 
Museum & Park

Battlefi eld House Museum & Park

Hamilton & Scourge - Diana Figure Head

Photo courtesy of the Joseph Brant Museum

For	a	listing	of	confi	rmed	events,							please	visit www.1812hamilton.com





adventureoUtDooR

W ith	a	population	of	half	a	million	people,	you’d	be	forgiven	for	thinking	Hamilton	is	the	kind	of	
city	that	specializes	solely	in	urban	activities.	In	reality,	its	unique	position	next	to	the	Niagara	
Escarpment	allows	for	a	travel	experience	that	mixes	both	urban	and	outdoor	adventure.			

Hamilton	is	a	haven	for	those	looking	to	hike,	cycle,	canoe,	kayak,	camp,	climb,	ski,	skate	and	so	much	
more!	No	matter	what	your	preferred	method	of	transportation,	there	are	plenty	of	opportunities	to	explore	
Hamilton’s	diverse	natural	landscape.	  

The view from Dundas Peak

by	Amy	Kenny
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By	Bike
With miles of multi-use trails and an ever-growing network of urban 
cycling lanes, Hamilton is easy to explore by pedal-powered 
means. Get the best bang for your bike on the following routes: 

Waterfront – Head north on John street and ride past the HmCs 
Haida naval museum. From there, you’ll connect to the Hamilton 
Waterfront trail – one small part of a 900 km network of trails, 
linking waterfront communities around lake ontario. spectacular 
views of Hamilton Harbour, Bayfront Park, Pier 4 Park and Princess 
Point at Cootes Paradise. 

Escarpment	Rail	Trail – this abandoned Cn line, built in 1875, 
was re-purposed for use as a hiking and cycling trail years ago. 
Its paved surface and low-grade incline make it an easy trek for 
everyone. the Rail trail begins at the north boundary of Corktown 
Park and runs east, up the Escarpment, to albion Falls.  

Chedoke	 Radial	 Trail – Part of the Bruce trail network, the 
Chedoke section begins at Dundurn street and Hillcrest avenue. 
as you ride its 2.7 km length along the Escarpment to scenic Drive, 
you’ll pass Chedoke Falls and a number of smaller waterfalls. at 
trail’s end, link up with regional trails leading to Iroquoia Heights 
Conservation area. 

Hamilton	 to	 Brantford	 Rail	 Trail – another abandoned Cn 
line with a low grade that makes for a leisurely ride. Challenge 
yourself by riding the full 32 km length, or pick and choose from 
a series of shorter side trails that show off the Dundas Valley 
Conservation area. 

By	Foot
It’s almost impossible to explore Hamilton without running into 
sections of the Bruce trail – an interconnected network that 
spans 800 km from tobermory to niagara Falls. By showcasing 
a number of remarkable geographic features, it highlights the 
niagara Escarpment’s status as a World Biosphere Reserve. 
Between the Bruce trail and Hamilton’s regional trails, you could 
spend your whole vacation hiking!    

Royal	Botanical	Gardens – more than 27 km of walking trails 
showcase a variety of distinct environments including escarpment, 
forest, field and wetland. trailheads at Princess Point, the 
arboretum, Cherry Hill Gate and Rock Chapel are your starting 
points for exploration of Cootes Paradise, the Hendrie Valley and 
Escarpment Properties. Waterfalls, lookouts, boardwalks, streams 
and links to longer local trails make this an option that is  easy to 
tailor to your timeframe. 

CyCling adventures
looking for a great way to enjoy the 

city sights and get some exercise?	
Try	these	bike	rentals	to	get	you	in	the	saddle:

downtown bike hounds 
19	John	Street	North,	Hamilton

(905)	525-9497

freewheel cycle
9	King	Street	West,	Dundas

(905)	628-5126	
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Webster’s	 Falls – located in nearby 
Greensville, this conservation area has 
something for all skill levels. a short hike along 
the edge of the Escarpment features Webster’s 
Falls, tew’s Falls and the Dundas Peak. those 
with the energy can continue along the Bruce 
side trail for additional views of lower and 
middle sydenham Falls.  

Sherman	 Falls – located in ancaster 
Heights, off old Dundas Road, sherman Falls 
is a full, flowing curtain waterfall. the Dundas 
section of the Bruce trail offers nearby hiking 
opportunities. 

Devil’s	 Punchbowl – this 37 mile ribbon 
waterfall cascades over layers of Escarpment 
rock. a lookout offers sweeping views of 
stoney Creek, while sections of the Bruce trail 
allow for hiking. Follow the trail west to visit 
historic Battlefield Park.  

Iroquoia	Heights – ancaster is home to this 
beautiful conservation area. there’s plenty to 
see on its 3.7 km trail system, including views 
of west Hamilton and the Dundas Valley, the 
remains of a former mill, and waterfalls like 
Princess Falls, lower Princess Falls and scenic 
Falls. 

By	Water
as a port city, Hamilton offers ample 
opportunity to explore lake ontario and its 
surrounding bays, marshes and manmade 
bodies of water. summer in the city is no 
sweat, when there are so many options for 
keeping cool while you see the sights. 

Confederation	 Park – a massive outdoor 
wave pool, noodling networks of tube slides, 
body slides, a lazy river and a splash pad 
are the ideal way to spend a day. Cap off 
the afternoon with a picnic at the shaded 
facilities in adjacent Confederation Park off 
Van Wagner’s Beach Road. 

Cootes	 Paradise – the perfect place to 
paddle, you can put-in at one of two locations 
– Princess Point or Valley Inn. a river mouth 
marsh, glacial plateaus, numerous creeks 
and 25 km of shoreline provide plenty of 
opportunity for exploration of this ecologically 
significant migratory bird stopover.  

Van	Wagner’s	Beach – Drive to the southwest 
shore of lake ontario and park in one of the 
free lots that fringe the beach, or cycle from 
downtown to the beach’s Breezeway trail. a 
morning spent swimming deserves lunch at 
one of the popular waterfront eateries. try 
Hutch’s for fish and chips or Baranga’s on 
the Beach for nachos, salads and entrees.   

Harbour	Queen – If you’re too tired at the 
end of the day to see Hamilton’s waterfront 
under your own steam, book onto a Harbour 
Queen boat tour. You’ll cruise past Pier 4 Park, 
Bayfront Park, the High level Bridge, lasalle 
Park marina, the skyway Bridge, industrial 
views, port facilities for lake freighters and 
HmCs Haida. 

step outside: Hamilton’s favourite outdoor workout
In the 1800s, two incline railways connected upper and lower Hamilton. although the 
system went out of service in the 1930s, visitors can enjoy the same panoramic views of 
Hamilton and lake ontario by climbing one of five sets of stairs. Each climb measures 
300-500 steps, and serves to connect the upper and lower city, while providing the ideal 
venue for Hamiltonians who prefer to get their exercise outdoors! the Chedoke stairs 
veer south from the Chedoke Radial trail. the Dundurn stairs begin at a turnaround at the 
south end of Dundurn street. the James street stairway leads to southam Park at the top 
of the Claremont access. the Wentworth stairs (the longest set with 498 steps) connect 
the base of the Escarpment at Wentworth street to Concession street. the Kenilworth 
stairs extend from Kimberly Drive, across the Escarpment Rail trail and the Bruce trail to 
end on the mountain Brow.
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By	Car
Hamilton runs the gamut from in-the-thick-of-things urbanity, to vast 
natural spaces. spend a day or two getting away from it all at 
one of the following conservation areas:   

Eramosa	Karst	Conservation	Area – Eramosa Karst, off Rymal 
Road East, was designated a conservation area when the 80-
acre swath of land was found to host ontario’s greatest example 
of karst formations left behind by glacial retreat. Features include 
interpretive signage, sinkholes, vertical underground shafts, 
hidden springs, disappearing streams and the province’s 10th 
longest cave - the 335 mile nexus Cave. 

Valens	 Conservation	 Area – With camping facilities that are 
open 11 months of the year, more than 10 km of groomed trails, 
swimming opportunities, fishing and picnic facilities, you can find 
country close to the city when you visit this Flamborough site off 
Regional Road 97. 

Dundas	 Valley	 Conservation	 Area – a spectacular example 
of southern ontario’s Carolinian forests, the Dundas Valley also 
offers 40 km of trails, an interpretive centre, and waterfalls 
including mineral springs, Hermitage Cascade and Hermitage 
Falls. You can also explore historical buildings like the stone 
mansion known as the Hermitage and Griffin House.  

Christie	 Lake	 Conservation	
Area – Christie lake in Dundas 
has something for all seasons – 
swim in the summer, ski in the 
winter, throw a game of disc golf 
in the fall and hike more than 10 
km of trail in the spring. You can 
also enjoy picnicking, paddling 
and fishing opportunities.
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hamilton sports highlights for 2012

Ivor Wynne stadium closing
its doors after 84 years

the Hamilton tiger-Cats are saying farewell to Ivor Wynne 
stadium after the 2012 season. For football fans of all ages, 
this will be the last chance to re-live memories or experience 
the game for the fi rst (and last) time at historic Ivor Wynne. 

originally constructed in 1928, the stadium will be 
replaced by a brand new facility on the same site, in time 
for the 2014 CFl season, and hosting events for the 2015 
Panam Games 

Fans will be happy with the 2012 CFl schedule - the ticats 
face the argos september 3rd when the labour Day Classic 
returns to Ivor Wynne. also worth visiting is the Canadian 
Football Hall of Fame.

tickets: 
www.ticats.ca or 905-547-2287

RBC Canadian open
returns to Hamilton

Hamilton is thrilled to welcome back the RBC Canadian open 
golf championship in 2012. since 1904, the tournament has 
been played at historic Hamilton Golf & Country Club 4 times, 
most recently in 2006, when Jim Furyk was crowned champion. 

Quick details
Dates: July 23 – 29, 2012
location: Hamilton Golf and Country Club, ancaster, on 
Format: 72 holes with cut after 36 
Field: 156 players, reduced to lowest 70 scores and
ties after two rounds

tickets: 
www.rbccanadianopen.com or 1-800-571-6736

Hamilton nationals

the Hamilton nationals (formerly toronto) joined major league 
lacrosse (mll) in 2009 as the league’s fi rst international team. 
Catch north america’s premier lacrosse action right here in 
Hamilton at Ron Joyce stadium! the season runs from may 
through august, and full game and ticket information is available 
at 905-768-2225 or www.nationalslacrosse.com

Hamilton Bulldogs

as the aHl affi liate of the montreal Canadiens, the Bulldogs offer a great opportunity to see 
future nHl stars! Known for an energetic and fun family environment, the Bulldogs draw a 
large fan base from Hamilton and the surrounding area. 

the Hamilton Bulldogs play at Copps Coliseum, check online for the 
2012-13 schedule and ticket information. www.hamiltonbulldogs.com.



Photo By
Hollie Pocsai



CommuniTies 
WORTHexploring

shoppers, music fans and foodies looking for something really special will be excited to discover 
some of the hidden gems and unique communities throughout Hamilton that are known only to the 
‘locals’. You’ll fi nd shops, clubs and restaurants that will give you a really authentic taste of what 
makes Hamilton such a vibrant city. 

shopping at White Elephant on James north

by	Phil	King
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James	Street	North	
James street north is at the epicentre of cultural change 
in Hamilton. located near the heart of downtown, the 
area was originally comprised of Italian, Portuguese 
and Vietnamese communities, but has 
most recently become a burgeoning arts 
community, while still retaining the best of 
its ethnic heritage. Every second Friday of 
the month James north hosts an art Crawl, 
where all the area’s galleries stage new 
art openings on the same night, often 
showcasing work by Hamilton’s hottest new 
artists. art, music and dining co-mingle in 
the clubs, restaurants, galleries and cafes. 
Venues like Mulberry	Street	Coffeehouse❶, 
Absinthe❷, This	Ain’t	Hollywood❸, Blue	
Angel	Gallery❹ and Homegrown	Café❺
appeal to Hamilton’s burgeoning creative 
culture and thrive alongside James street 
stalwarts; Wild	Orchid❻, Venturas❼ and 
White	 Elephant❽ a delicately curated 
handmade and vintage shop. 

the creative energy that’s driving James 
street’s resurgence is contagious and 
the area is attracting more-established 
cultural partners such as the CBC, with 
a new innovative digital station and art Gallery of 
Hamilton, which recently opened the Design	Annex❾, 
an innovative retail space for Canadian-designed 
furniture, pottery and décor. Visitors should also watch 
for the area’s superCrawl, september 14-15 - when the  

 

streets fill to capacity with the ultimate celebration of 
Hamilton’s art, music and culinary scene.  

James	Street	South	
Up on the other end of “the street”, closer to the 
mountain, James street south is also emerging 
as a unique enclave for entertainment, 
shopping boutiques and medical services, 
centered around st. Joseph’s Hospital. the area 
boasts some of Hamilton’s largest historical 
homes, with lush, tree-lined streets and close 
proximity to the Hamilton Go station. looking 
for the perfect pair of jeans?  make the trek 
to Rivet	&	Tailor❿, which offers regular fitting 
clinics, along with an amazing selection of 
denims from designers such as mavi, FDJ and 
second Denim Co. next door, Bold	Artiste⓫
showcases prints, glasswork, sculpture 
and jewelry by local artisans. as might be 
expected for an area that’s home to  thousands 
of discerning health professionals, James street 
south features some great choices for dining 
and entertainment, including; Bronzie’s⓬, 
Boo’s	Bistro⓭ specializing in Global Cuisine, 
Bistro	 Parisien⓮, The	 Pheasant	 Plucker⓯, 

One	Duke⓰, the refurbished Corktown⓱, Hamilton’s 
leading spot for great pub food and live entertainment 
and La Piazza	 Allegra⓲, which offers a fusion of 
traditional Italian dishes and specialties from their 
award-winning chef.

International	Village
Is literally just steps away from Downtown, but offers visitors a unique international flair, 
with a diverse collection of specialty retail shops and services and many of Hamilton’s 
best restaurants, including; Shakespeare’s❶, a multiple “Golden Fork” award winner, 
and a popular place to spot returning celebrities, such as comedian martin short, 
when they’re visiting their hometown. The	Black	Forest	Inn❷, a Hamilton landmark is 
famous for its generous portions of authentic and tasty German and Continental cuisine. 
the Village also offers an eclectic mix of specialty retail stores such as Denninger’s❸
main location which offers gourmet foods from around the world. 
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Westdale
Westdale Village is close to mcmaster University and 
Children’s Hospital and offers a unique community 
ambience of charming1920’s homes with tree-lined 
streets, adjoining cafes, bookstores, pubs and fine 
restaurants. there is an Westdale	Theatre❶ at the centre 
of the Village, which features first-run and literary cinematic 
productions. Westdale was one of Canada’s first planned 
communities and visitors will immediately sense the 
strong neighbourhood vibe that still defines the area. the 
Village offers up over 80 unique businesses, including 
Bryan	 Prince	 Bookseller❷, Hamilton’s most-respected 
independent book retailer and Westdale	 Bookworm❸, 
specializing in rare and used books. 

Foodies are naturally drawn to the area and can literally 
“eat and drink their way around the world”. Favourites 
include; My	Dog	Joe❹, Walker’s	Chocolates❺, Village	
Green	Cuisine❻, Weil’s	of	Westdale	Bakery❼, Koosh	
Bistro❽, The	Bean	Bar❾, Grapes	&	Hops	Brewhouse❿, 
The	 Snooty	 Fox	 Pub⓫, Saigon	 Asian	 Restaurant⓬, 
Hotti	 Biscotti⓭, Jimmy	 Gringo’s	 Burrito	 Factory⓮, 
Montfort	 Mediterranean	 Restaurant⓯, Westdale	
Cafe⓰ and Second	Cup⓱. assuming you can still move 
after your culinary trek, you’ll also enjoy the Westdale’s 
many unique shops, such as The	Villager	Gentlemen’s	
Clothier⓲, Relax	 Cosmetics	 and	 Esthetics⓳,	 Pretty	 in	
Pink	 Studio⓴, Modella	 Ladieswear�, Pados	 Jewelry	
Design� and many more.

Dundas
surrounded by the niagara Escarpment, Dundas 
is one of the oldest communities in Hamilton and 
features historical charm, breath-taking scenery, 
great street events and one of ontario’s prettiest 
downtowns. a stroll up King street reveals beautiful 
nineteenth-century architecture, with a vibrant retail 
and arts scene. specialty shops abound, with clothiers 
and fashion accessories such as; Bling	 on	 King❶, 
David	 Williams	 Shoes	 &	 More❷, Cruikshanks	
Apparel❸, Holly	 Dolly	 Originals❹, Modella❺
and One	 Rebellion❻. specialty shops such as 
Freewheel	 Cycle❼ and Adventure	 Attic❽ cater to 
Hamilton’s active biking and hiking communities. 
Iconic specialty retailers such as Bark	&	Fitz❾, Kevin	

Martin	Fine	Jewelry❿, Booth	
Furniture	 and	 Interiors⓫, 

Heirloom	 Bridal	 Shoppe⓬, Terraware⓭, The	
Keeping	Room⓮ and The	Mulberry	Bush⓯ offer one-
of-a-kind items you won’t find in your suburban malls.

a leisurely stroll through the street-lined streets of olde 
Dundas, will take you past several historic churches 
and landmark houses to the Dundas	Driving	Park, 
once the site of a harness racing track and now one 
of the most spectacular park-settings in ontario. other 
places of interest include; Osler	 House	 B&B, the 
childhood home of sir William osler, considered to 
be the father of modern medicine and the Carnegie	
Gallery⓰, which features revolving exhibitions of arts 
and crafts by notable Canadian artists.

MELVILLE ST.

KING ST. W.

HATT ST.

HATT ST.

KING ST. W.

GOVERNORS RD.

COUNTY ROAD 99

MAIN ST.

MAIN ST.

OSTER DR.

KING ST. E
COOTES DR.

BALDWIN ST.

KING ST. E.

WEST ST.

YORK RD.

YORK ST.

YORK RD.

VICTORIA ST.

MELVILLE ST.

PARK ST. W.
PARK ST. E.

WILLET ST.

MACNAB ST.

MILL ST.

MATILDA ST. N

MARKET ST. S.

NAPIER ST. S

CREIGHTON RD.

MARKET ST. N.

CHURCH ST.

PRINCESS ST.

ELGIN ST.

CROSS ST.

ALBERT ST.

SYDENHAM ST.

FOUNDRY ST.

MEMORIAL SQUARE

MILLERS LN.

KERR ST.

MCMURRY ST.

CREEKSIDE DR. ❿

STERLING ST.

ARKKELL ST.

BARCLAY ST. BARCLAY ST.

MARION AVE. N.

S. OVAL

N. OVAL

CLINE AVE. N.

CL
IN

E A
VE

. N
.

NE
WT

ON
 AV

E.

PAISLEY AVE. N.

HADDON AVE. N
.

KING ST W.

KING ST W.

LO
NG

WO
OD

 RD
. S

.

❶
❷

❺ ⓳

�

❿

⓮

⓯

⓭

⓫
⓰

⓲❽
�

⓬ ⓱

❸

❹ ❽

❻
❼

❶❾

❷

❺

⓮

⓯

⓭

⓫

⓰ ⓬
❸

❹
❽

❻

❼

❶

❾



[ 62 ] 2012   –   2013    I    TOURIST   GUIDE

Ottawa	Street	
ottawa street is another great discovery that more than lives up to its promise 
of “Great Décor and more!” originally home to dozens of fabric stores, the 
area now boasts an incredible array of specialty furnishings, antiques, cool 
collectibles, unique décor items and of course thousands of fabric selections 
from delicate linens to upholstery. In fact, Caa recently named ottawa street 
as one of Canada’s top 5 destinations for antiques.  as might be expected, 
with all that shopping, you might get hungry and ottawa street has stepped 
up its game to more than fill the need. Experience the tastes of ottawa street 
with the year-round ottawa street Farmers’ market and great restaurants 
offering something for every taste. You’ll find outstanding Italian Cuisine at 
Café	Limoncello❶, authentic tex-mex with amazing home-made burritos at 
Poco	Loco❷,  yummy cupcakes and baked goods at Sweetness	Bakery❸, 
Chinese and Pan-asian favourites at the South	Sea	Restaurant❹ and artisan 
coffees at the newly-opened Cannon	Coffee	Shop❺. also home to the new 
Sew	Hungry:	Food	Truck	Rally, largest of it’s kind in the country.

Downtown
With the updating of Hamilton’s largest hotels and new 
condos and hotels being built, Downtown Hamilton 
has been at the forefront of the city’s resurgence. Close 
to the art galleries of James	 Street	 North,	 the	 Hess	
Village	 Entertainment	 District and home to the city’s 
most iconic cultural and entertainment venues such as 
Hamilton	 Place, Copps	 Coliseum and the Art	 Gallery	
of	Hamilton, Downtown is the place to be, for anyone 
looking for the ultimate urban adventure. Beyond the art 
and entertainment offered in Hamilton’s core, you’ll find 
a wealth of historic buildings, many of which have been 
repurposed as galleries, cafes and specialty stores. 

Downtown Hamilton is also home to some of the city’s finest 
and most popular restaurants including; Acclamation❶, 
Capri	 Family	 Restaurant❷ for great traditional pizza, 
Dalina’s❸ for middle-eastern cuisine, Incognito	
Restaurant	 &	 Wine	 Bar❹ and La	 Cantina	 Ristorante	
Italiano❺, known for its innovative mediterranean 
cuisine. Downtown also hosts many festivals and events 
throughout the year, including “Christmas	in	Gore	Park”
and “Localicious”, an amazing culinary celebration of 
local foods and wines from the Hamilton area.
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Locke	Street	
locke street and its surrounding Durand neighbourhood make up a vibrant community of 
new urban-chic condos and restored century homes, adjacent to a very lively and eclectic 
café, bar and shopping scene. the locke street area is rapidly becoming one of the most 
sought-after residential areas in the city and shopping and dining choices befit the area’s 
young professionals. You’ll find great décor and antique shops, funky used clothing from 
Second	Chance❶.

locke also boasts some great cafes and bakeries, notably; the Earth	 to	 Table	 Bread	
Bar❷, Locke	Street	Bakery❸, Bitten	Cupcakes	and	Whoopie	Pies❹. locke’s most popular 
restaurants and pubs include; The	Bar	on	Locke❺, Chuck’s	Burger	Bar❻ where you’ll find 
the best burgers in town and NaRoma	Pizza	Bar❼ which specializes in authentic Roman-
style pizza, crafted with hand-kneaded dough. locke street is also home to the venerable 
Westown	Bar	&	Grill❽ that serves-up wicked weekend breakfasts and great entertainment. 
Foodies will also appreciate a visit to the Cheese	Shoppe	on	 Locke❾ and Shirin’s	 Fine	
Foods❿.
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direCTorylisTingdireCTorylisTing
Attractions	&	
Entertainment
Art Gallery of Hamilton
123	King	Street	West,	Hamilton,	L8P	4S8
(905)	527-6610
www.artgalleryofhamilton.com

African Lion Safari
1386	Cooper	Road,	Hamilton,	L0R	1Z0
(519)	623-2620	
www.lionsafari.com

21st Annual Canadian 
International Military Tattoo
101	York	Boulevard,	Hamilton,	L8R	3L4
(905)	523-1753
www.canadianmilitarytattoo.ca

Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum
9280	Airport	Road,	Mount	Hope,	L0R	1W0
(905)	679-4183
www.warplane.com	

Copps Coliseum, Hamilton Place, Molson 
Canadian Studio
1	Summers	Lane,	Hamilton,	L8P	4Y3
(905)	546-3100
www.hecfi.ca

Design Annex
118	James	Street,	Hamilton,	L8R	2K8
(905)	527-6610	ext	225
www.artgalleryofhamilton.com/as_agh_
design_annex.php

Dundas Little Theatre
37	Market	St	South,	Dundas,	L9H	3B3
(905)	627-1620
www.dundaslittletheatre.com

Dundurn National Historic Site
610	York	Blvd,	Hamilton,	L8R	3H1
(905)	546	2872
www.hamilton.ca/museums

Flamboro Downs
967	Highway	5	West,	Flamborough,	
L9H	6Y6
(905)	627-3561
www.flamborodowns.com

Hamilton Harbour Queen
47	Discovery	Dr,	Hamilton,	L8L	1K1
(905)	523-4498
www.hamiltonwaterfront.com	

Hamilton Museum of Steam and Technology	
900	Woodward	Avenue,	Hamilton,
L8H	7N2
(905)	546-4797
www.hamilton.ca/museums

Hamilton’s Children Museum
1072	Main	St.	East	in	Gage	Park,	
Hamilton,	L8M	1N6
(905)	546-4848
www.hamilton.ca/museums

Hamilton Urban Theatre Group
28	Rebecca	Street,	Hamilton,	L8R	1B4
(905)	540-9862
www.citadelhamilton.ca		

Hammer Entertainment
434	King	St	West,	Hamilton,	L8P	1B7
(905)	527-6135	
www.hammerentertainment.ca

HMCS Haida
658	Catharine	Street,	Hamilton,	L8L	4V7
(905)	523-0682
www.hmcshaida.ca

Opera Hamilton
69	Hughson	Street	North,	Hamilton,	
L8R	1B4
(905)	527-7627
www.operahamilton.ca

Royal Botanical Gardens
680	Plains	Road	West,	Burlington,
L7T	4H4
(905)	527-1158
www.rbg.ca	

Theatre Ancaster
374	Jerseyville	Road	West,	Ancaster,	
L9G	3L6	
(905)	304-7469
www.theatreancaster.com

Theatre Aquarius
190	King	William	Street,	Hamilton,	L8R	1A8
(905)	522-7529
www.theatreaquarius.org	

Village Theatre Waterdown
317	Dundas	Street	East,	Waterdown,	
L0R	2H0
(905)	690-7889
www.villagetheatrewaterdown.ca	

Westfield Heritage Village
1049	Kirkwall	Road,	Rockton,	L0R	1X0
(519)	621-8851
www.westfieldheritage.ca	

Whitehern Historical House and Gardens
41	Jackson	St.	West,	Hamilton,	L8P	1L3
(905)	546-2018
www.hamilton.ca/museums

Wild Waterworks
Confederation	Park	(585	Van	Wagners	
Beach	Road,	Hamilton),	L8E	3M5
(905)	547-6141
www.conservationhamilton.ca/welcome-
to-wild-waterworks	

Yee Haw Adventure Farms
1817	Eighth	Concession	Road	West,	
Cambridge,	N1R	5S2	
(519)	624-0085
www.yeehawadventurefarm.com	

Bits	&	Bites
Baltimore House
43	King	William	Street,	Hamilton,	
L8R	1H1
(289)	396-4830
www.baltimorehouse.ca

Beach Road Deli
205	Locke	Street,	Hamilton,	L8P	4B5
(905)	544-0533
www.beachroadmeats.com

Black Forest Inn
255	King	Street	East,	Hamilton,	L8N	1B9
(905)	528-3538
www.blackforestinn.ca	

Boo’s Bistro & Wine Bar
164	James	Street	South,	Hamilton,	L8P	3A2
(905)	296-7598
www.boosbistro.ca

Bread Bar
258	Locke	Street	South,	Hamilton,	L8P	4B9
(905)	522-2999
www.breadbar.ca

Chagall’s
116	King	Street	West,	Hamilton,	L8P	4V3
(905)	317-4501	
www.chagalls.phrenic.net

Chuck’s Burger Bar
194	Locke	Street	South,	Hamilton,
L8P	4B4
(905)	525-1000
www.chucksburgerbar.com

Cupcake Diner
35	York	Boulevard,	Hamilton,	L8R	2K3
(905)	870-	6281
www.cupcakediner.ca

Gorilla Cheese
	(905)	741-5805
www.gorillacheese.com

La Luna
306	King	Street	West,	Hamilton,	L8P	1B2
(905)	577-0233
www.lalunarestaurant.ca	

Locke Street Bakery
202	Locke	Street	South,	Hamilton,	
L8P	4B4
(905)	308-8245
www.lockestreetbakery.ca	

Memphis Fire Barbeque Chicken
Highway	8,	Winona,	L8E	5H8
(905)	930-7675
www.memphisfirebbq.com
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Mulberry Street Coffee House
193	James	Street	North,	Hamilton,	
L8R	2L1
(905)	963-1365
www.mulberrystreet.ca

NaRoma
215	Locke	Street	South,	Hamilton,	
L8P	4B4
(905)	525	6699
www.naroma.ca	

Ola’s Bakery
230	James	Street	North,	Hamilton,	
L8R	2L3
(905)	296-6064

O’Neil’s
1374	East	Barton	Street,	Hamilton,	
L8H	2W3	
(905)	549-7066

Pho Dau Bo
15	Cannon	St.	East,	Hamilton,	L8L	1Z6	
905-525-0100
www.pho-daubo.ca	

Puddicombe Estate Farms & Winery
1468	Highway	8,	Stoney	Creek,
	L8E	5K9
(905)	643-1015
www.puddicombefarms.com

Quatrefoil 
16	Sydenham	Street,	Dundas,	L9H	2T4
(905)	628-7800
www.quatrefoilrestaurant.com

Randy’s Burger
1000	King	Street	East,	Hamilton,
L8M	1C8
(905)	330-2818
www.randysgrassfedhamburgers.ca

Red Hill Coffee Trade
75	Lancing	Dr.	Unit	E,	Hamilton,
L8W	2Z9	
(905)	516-9669
www.redhillcoffee.com

Ridge Road Estate Winery
1205	Ridge	Road,	Vinemount,	L8J	2X5
(289)	649-0353
www.ridgeroadwinery.ca

Sweetness Bakery
196	Locke	Street	South,	Hamilton,
L8P	4B4
(289)	389-9785
www.sweetnessbakery.ca

The Beanermunky Chocolate Experience
50	King	West,	Dundas,		L9H	1T7
(289)	238-8509
www.beanermunky.com	

The Collins Brewhouse
33	King	St	West,	Dundas,	L9H	1T5
(905)	628-9995
www.collinsbrewhouse.ca

Thai Memory
25	King	William	Street,	Hamilton,	
L8R	1A1
(905)	296-1077
www.thaimemory.ca

U Shao BBQ
27	John	Street	South,	Hamilton,	L8N	2B7
(905)	521-8880

Vintage Garden Tea Room
35	Pine	Street,	Hamilton,	L8P	282
(905)	523-8282

WASS Ethiopian Restaurant
207	James	Street	South,	Hamilton,	
L8P	3A8
(289)	389-5294
www.wassethiopianrestaurant.com	

Waxy’s Deli
202	King	Street	East,	Hamilton,	L8N	1B3
(289)396-3572
www.waxysdeli.com

Ya Man! Caribbean Cuisine
315	King	Street	East,	Hamilton,	L8N	1C1
(905)	546-1177
www.ya-man.ca

Hamilton’s	
Creative	Culture
AllSorts Gallery
244	Ottawa	Street	N.,	Hamilton,	
L8H	3Z7
(905)	393-7381
www.allsortsgallery.com

Brott Music Festival
301	Bay	Street	S.	Hamilton,	L8P	3J7
(905)	525-7664
www.brottmusic.com

The Carnegie Gallery
10	King	Street	W.,	Dundas,	L9H	1T7
(905)	627-4265
www.carnegiegallery.org

Corktown
175	Young	Street,	Hamilton,	L8N	1V7
(905)	572-9242
www.corktownpub.ca

Dundas Valley School of Art
21	Ogilvie	Street,	Dundas,	L9H	2S1
(905)	628-6357
www.dvsa.ca

Earl’s Court Gallery
215	Ottawa	Street	N.,	Hamilton,
L8H	3Z4
(905)	527-6685
www.earlscourtgallery.ca

Hamilton Artists’ Inc
155	James	Street	N.,	Hamilton,	L8R	2K9
(905)	529-3355
www.theinc.ca

Hamilton Philharmonic Orchestra
105	Main	E.,	Hamilton,	L8N	1G6	
(905)	526-1677
www.hpo.org

King William Art Walk
279	King	Street	E.,	Hamilton,	L8N	1B9
(905)	481-3218
www.artshamilton.ca

Liuna Station
360	James	Street	N.,	Hamilton,	L8L	1H4
(905)	525-2410
www.liunastation.com

Lyric Theatre (formerly Westside Concert 
Theatre)
434	King	Street	W.,	Hamilton,	L8P	1B8
(905)	777-9019
www.lyrichamilton.com

McMaster Museum of Art
1280	Main	Street	W.,	Hamilton,	L8S	4L6
(905)	525-9140
www.mcmaster.ca/museum

Mixed Media
154	James	Street	N.,	Hamilton,	L8R	2K7
(905)	529-2323
www.mixedmediahamilton.com

Opera Hamilton
69	Hughson	Street	N.,	Hamilton,	
L8R	1B4,	
(905)	527-7627
www.operahamilton.ca

The Print Studio
173	James	Street	N.,	Hamilton,	L8R	2K9
(905)	524-5084
www.theprintstudio.ca

Stonewalls
339	York	Boulevard,	Hamilton,	L8R	3K5	
(905)	577-0808
www.stonewallshamilton.com

Supercrawl
Corner	of	James	St	N.	and	Cannon,	
Hamilton,	L8R	2K7
www.supercrawl.ca

Theatre Aquarius
190	King	William	Street,	Hamilton,	
L8R	1A7
(905)	522-7529
www.theatreaquarius.org
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This Ain’t Hollywood
345	James	Street	N.,	Hamilton,	L8L	1B2
(905)	529-9500
www.thisainthollywood.ca

Transit Gallery
230	Locke	Street	S.,	Hamilton,	L8P	4B7
(905)	522-1299
www.transitgallery.ca

You Me Gallery
330	James	Street	N.,	Hamilton,	L8L	1H3
905-523-7754
www.youmegallery.ca

Communities	
Worth	Exploring
Acclamation
191	James	Street	North,	Hamilton,
L8R	2L1
(905)	523-7269
www.acclamation.ca

Adventure Attic
28	King	Street	West,	Dundas,	L9H	1T7
(905)	628-2929
www.adventureattic.ca

The Bar on Locke
178	Locke	Street	South,	Hamilton,	
L8P	4B3	
(905)	521-9116

Bark & Fitz
97	King	West,	Dundas,	L9H	1V1	
(905)	628-5900
www.barkandfitz.com

The Bean Bar
1012	King	Street	West,	Hamilton,
L8S	1L4	
(905)	524-2326
www.beanbar.ca

Bistro Parisien
150	James	Street	South,	Hamilton,
L8P	3A2	
(905)	546-0003
www.bistroparisien.com

Bitten 
219	Locke	Street	South,	Hamilton,	
L8P	4B4	
(289)	396-5321
www.bittenonlocke.com

Black Forest Inn
255	King	Street	East,	Hamilton,	L8N	1B9
(905)	528-3538
www.blackforestinn.ca

Bling on King
53	King	Street	West,	Dundas,	L9H	1T5
(905)	627-1704
www.blingonking.net

Blue Angel Gallery
243	James.	St.	N.,	Hamilton,	L8R	2G2
(905)	522	8735

Bold Artiste
6	Bold	Street,	Hamilton,	L8P	1T2
(905)	902-2219
www.boldartiste.com

Boo’s Bistro & Wine Bar
164	James	Street	South,	Hamilton,	
L8P	3A2
(905)	296-7598
boosbistro.ca

Booth Furniture and Interiors
49	King	Street	West,	Dundas,	L9H	1T5
(905)	628-2821

Bronzie’s
201	James	Street	South,	Hamilton,	
L8P	3A7
(905)	529-3403

Bryan Prince Bookseller
1060	King	W.,	Hamilton,	L8S	1L7
(905)	528-4508
www.princebooks.net

Café Limoncello
226	Ottawa	Street	North,	Hamilton,	
L8H	3Z6
(905)	549-3556
www.cafelimoncello.com

Cannon Coffee Shop
179	Ottawa	Street	North,	Hamilton,	
L8H	3Z4
(905)	912-1980
www.facebook.com/cannoncoffee

Capri Family Restaurant
25	John	Street	North,	Hamilton,	L8R	1H1	
(905)	525-7811
www.capriristorante.ca

The Carnegie Gallery
10	King	Street	West,	Dundas,	L9H	1T7
(905)	627-4265
www.carnegiegallery.org

Cheese Shoppe on Locke
190	Locke	Street	South,	Hamilton,	
L8P	4B4	
(289)	389-7000
www.cheeseshoppeonlocke.com

Chuck’s Burger Bar
194	Locke	Street	South,	Hamilton,	
L8P	4B4
(905)	525-1000
www.chucksburgerbar.com

Cruickshanks Apparel
59	King	St	W,	Dundas,	L9H	1T5
(905)	627	1313
www.cruikshanks.ca

Dalina’s
49	King	William	Street,	Hamilton,	
L8R	1H1
(905)	522-6252
www.eatatdalinas.com

Earth To Table Bread Bar
258	Locke	Street	South,	Hamilton,	
L8P	4B9
(905)	522-2999
www.breadbar.ca

Free Wheel Cycle
9	King	Street	West,	Dundas,	L9H	1T5
(905)	628-5126
www.freewheelcycle.com

Grapes and Hops Brewhouse
Paisley	Avenue	South,	Hamilton,	L8S	1T8
(905)	777-1717
www.grapesandhops.ca

Hamilton’s Farmer’s Market
35	York	Boulevard,	Hamilton,	L8R	1R6
(905)	546-2096
www.hamilton.ca/farmersmarket

Heirloom Bridal Shoppe
19	King	Street	West,	Dundas,	L9H	1T5
(905)	628-4555

Holly Dolly Originals
53A	King	Street	West,	Dundas,	L9H	1T7
(905)	628-3307

Homegrown Café
27	King	William	Street,	Hamilton,	
L8R	2K3
(905)	777-8102
www.homegrownhamilton.com

Hotti Biscotti
1008	King	St	West,	Toronto,	M6K	3N2
www.hottibiscotti.ca

Incognito Restaurant & Wine Bar
93	John	Street	South,	Hamilton,	L8N	2C2
(905)	296-5832
www.incognitorestaurant.ca

Jimmy Gringo’s Burrito Factory
1008	King	St.	W.,	Hamilton,	L8S	1L4
(289)	396-5234

The Keeping Room
6	Cross,	Dundas,	L9H	2R4
(905)	627-5880
www.thekeepingroom.ca

Kevin Martin Fine Jewellery 
37	King	Street	West,	Dundas,	L9H	1T5
(905)	628-8310

Koosh
1047	King	Street	West,Hamilton,	L8S	1L6
(289)	389-4662
www.kooshbistro.com
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La Cantina Ristorante Italiano
60	Walnut	Street	South,	Hamilton,	
L8N	2L1
(905)	521-8989
www.lacantinahamilton.ca

La Piazza Allegra
180	James	Street	South,	Hamilton,	
L8P	4V1
(905)	777-8970
www.lapiazza.ca

Locke Street Bakery
202	Locke	Street	South,	Hamilton,	
L8P	4B4
(905)	308-8245
www.lockestreetbakery.ca

Modella Ladies Wear (Dundas)
13	King	Street	West,	Dundas,	L9H	1T5
(905)	628-6267

Modella Ladies Wear (Westdale)
1053	King	Street	West,	Hamilton,	
L8S	1L6
(905)	528-1709

Montfort Mediterranean
1019	King	Street	West	Hamilton,	L8S	1L3	
	(905)	525-1615
www.montfortrestaurant.ca

The Mulberry Bush
92	King	Street	West,	Dundas,	L9H	1T9
(905)	628-7931
www.themulberrybush.com

My Dog Joe Coffeehouse
1020	King	Street	West,	Hamilton,	
L8S	1A1
(905)	777-8100
mydogjoe.squarespace.com

NaRoma
215	Locke	St.	S,	Hamilton,	L8P	4B4
(905)	525	6699
www.naroma.ca

One Duke 
1	Duke	Street,	Hamilton,	L8P	1W9
(905)	540-3853
www.oneduke.ca
One Rebellion
60	King	Street	West,	Dundas,	L9H	1T7
(905)	627-3900

Pados Jewellery Design
1032	King	Street	West,	Hamilton,	
L8S	1L5
(905)	522-8625

Pheasant Plucker
20	Augusta	Street,	Hamilton,	L8N	1P7
(905)	529-9000
www.pheasantplucker.ca

Pretty in Pink Studios
925	King	W	Hamilton,	L8S	1K7
(905)	522-0004
www.prettyinpink.ca

Poco Loco
131	Ottawa	Street	North,	Hamilton,	
L8H	3Z4
(905)	545-5627
pocolocopizza.com

Relax Esthetics and Cosmetics
1036	King	Street	West,	Hamilton,	
L8S	1L6
(905)	297-8509
www.relaxesthetics.com

Rivet and Tailor
136	James	Street	South,	Hamilton,	
L8P	2Z4
(905)	524-5151
www.rivetandtailor.ca

Saigon Asian Restaurant 
1024	King	Street	West,	Hamilton,
L8S	1L4
(905)	528-1096

Second Chance
162	Locke	S,	Hamilton,	ON	L8P	4A9
(905)	522-1626

Shakespeare’s
181	Main	Street	East,	Hamilton,	
L8N	1H2
(905)	528-0689
www.shakespeares.ca

Snooty Fox Pub
1011	King	Street	West,	Hamilton,
L8S	1L3
(905)	546-0000
www.snootyfox.ca

South Sea Restaurant
282	Ottawa	Street	North,	Hamilton,	
L8H	3Z9
(905)	545-0352
www.southsea.ca

Sweetness Bakery (Ottawa Street)
203	Ottawa	Street	North,	Hamilton,	
L8H	2C3
(289)	396-3121
www.sweetnessbakery.ca

Terraware
17	King	Street	West,	Dundas,	L9H	1T5	
(905)	627-9932		
www.terraware.ca

Walker’s Chocolates (Westdale)
1050	King	Street	West,	Hamilton,	
L8S	1L5
(905)	527-2462
www.walkerschocolates.ca

Weil’s of Westdale
981	King	Street	West,	Hamilton,	L8S	1K9
(905)	527-6751
www.weilsbakery.com

Westdale Theatre
1014	King	Street	West,	Hamilton,	
L8S	1L3
(905)	522-7173
www.westdaletheatre.wordpress.com

West Town Bar and Grill
214	Locke	Street	South,	Hamilton,	
L8P	4B4
(905)	570-1412
www.thewesttown.ca

Westdale Bookworm
852	King	Street	West,	Hamilton,	
L8S	1K3
(905)	523-4345
www.thebookworm.ca

Westdale Café 
1034	King	Street	West,	Hamilton,	
L8S	1L5
(289)	389-4791
westdalecafe.com

Wild Orchid 
286	James	Street	North,	Hamilton,	
L8R	2L3
(905)	528-7171
www.wildorchidrestaurant.ca

Williams Shoes & More
1	Cross	Street,	Dundas,
	L9H	2R3
(905)	628-4725

Ventura’s
176	James	Street	North,	Hamilton,	
L8R	2L1
(905)	777-8490
www.venturasignature.com

Village Green Cuisine
925	King	Street	West,	Hamilton,	
L8S	1K7
(905)	296-6300

The Villager Gentlemen’s Clothier
1035	King	Street	West,	Hamilton,	
L8S	1L6
(905)	529-1106

White Elephant 
133	James	North	Hamilton,	
L8R	2K8	
(905)	667-0325
www.whiteelephantshop.ca



[ 68 ] 2012   –   2013    I    TOURIST   GUIDE



[ 69 ]



[ 70 ] 2012   –   2013    I    TOURIST   GUIDE








