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Hamilton offers a magnificent balance of 
culture, recreation, the great outdoors… 
and great fun! 
 
From rushing waterfalls and beautiful 
vistas to boardwalks and beaches, 
Hamilton’s conservation areas 
give visitors all the great outdoors has 
to offer, right on your doorstep. 

Swim, camp, fish, canoe, hike or simply 
enjoy a picnic at one of our many natural 
areas… 

Feel the thrill of speeding down one of 
our six-storey water slides and experience 
one of Canada’s largest outdoor wave-
action pools at Wild Waterworks! 
Little Squirt Works for toddlers and the 
Easy River make Wild Waterworks fun for 
the whole family…
 
At Westfield Heritage Village you can 
take a step back in time and enjoy a 
leisurely day in the country. Make your 
way through the Village’s 35 historical 
buildings and see what life was like in 
other times.
 
Be our guest and see we are 
more than just a pretty place!

 

Not just another pretty place...

Discover it all at www.conservationhamilton.ca

HamiltonConservation_FP.indd   2 4/25/13   12:04 PM



❍❁❒❒❉❏▼✿●❉❇❈▼✿❁❂❃❄❅❆❇❈❉❊❋●❍■❏❐❑❒▲▼◆❖◗❘❙❚❀✑✒✓✔✕✖✗✘✙✐✍✝✻✽✼✛✌✎✏
✡✢✣✤✥✦✧★✩✪✫✬✭✮✯✰✱✲✳✴✵✶✷✸✹✺❞✁✠✃✄☎✾✆☛✈✉✿☞❛❝❜✚✜✞✟ 

2 - Avenir_Next_Regular_abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz`1234567890-=[]\;’,./
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ~!@#$%^&*()_+{}|:”<>?_åçéƒ©˙î˚¬μñøœ®ß†ü¥à¡™£¢§¶•ªº–“‘«…
æ÷|ÅıÇÎ´Ï˝ÓˆÔÒÂ˜ØŒ‰Íˇ¨„˛Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±”’»ÚÆ¯˘¿|áéíóúâêîôûàèìòùäëïöüÿãñõÁÉÍÓÚÀÈÌÒÙÄËÏÖÜŸÑÃÕÂÊÎÔÛ  ÅıÇÎ´Ï˝ÓˆÔÒ
Â˜ØŒ‰Íˇ„˛Á¸`⁄¤‹›fifl‡°·‚—±"'»ÚÆ¯˘¿ '" ”‘’”

3 - Avenir_Next_UltraLt_abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz`1234567890-=[]\;’,./ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ~!@#$%^&*()_+{}|:”<>?_åç
éƒ©˙î˚¬μñøœ®ß†ü¥à¡™£¢§¶•ªº–“‘«…æ÷|ÅıÇÎ´Ï˝ÓˆÔÒÂ˜ØŒ‰Íˇ¨„˛Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±”’»ÚÆ¯˘¿|áéíóúâêîôûàèìòùäëïöüÿãñõÁÉÍÓÚÀÈÌÒÙÄËÏÖÜŸÑÃ
ÕÂÊÎÔÛ  ÅıÇÎ´Ï˝ÓˆÔÒÂ˜ØŒ‰Íˇ„˛Á¸`⁄¤‹›fifl‡°·‚—±"'»ÚÆ¯˘¿ ‘” ”‘’”

4 - Avenir_Next_Med_abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz`1234567890-=[]\;’,./ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ~!@#$%^&*()_+{}|:”<>?_
åçéƒ©˙î˚¬μñøœ®ß†ü¥à¡™£¢§¶•ªº–“‘«…æ÷|ÅıÇÎ´Ï˝ÓˆÔÒÂ˜ØŒ‰Íˇ¨„˛Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±”’»ÚÆ¯˘¿|áéíóúâêîôûàèìòùäëïöüÿãñõÁÉÍÓÚÀÈÌÒÙÄËÏ
ÖÜŸÑÃÕÂÊÎÔÛ  ÅıÇÎ´Ï˝ÓˆÔÒÂ˜ØŒ‰Íˇ„˛Á¸`⁄¤‹›fifl‡°·‚—±"'»ÚÆ¯˘¿ ‘” ”‘’”

5 - Avenir_Next_Demi_abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz`1234567890-=[]\;’,./
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ~!@#$%^&*()_+{}|:”<>?_åçéƒ©˙î˚¬μñøœ®ß†ü¥à¡™£¢§¶•ªº–“‘«…
æ÷|ÅıÇÎ´Ï˝ÓˆÔÒÂ˜ØŒ‰Íˇ¨„˛Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±”’»ÚÆ¯˘¿|áéíóúâêîôûàèìòùäëïöüÿãñõÁÉÍÓÚÀÈÌÒÙÄËÏÖÜŸÑÃÕÂÊÎÔÛ  ÅıÇÎ´Ï˝ÓˆÔÒ
Â˜ØŒ‰Íˇ„˛Á¸`⁄¤‹›fifl‡°·‚—±"'»ÚÆ¯˘¿ ‘” ”‘’”

6 - Avenir_Next_Bold_abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz`1234567890-=[]\;’,./
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ~!@#$%^&*()_+{}|:”<>?_åçéƒ©˙î˚¬μñøœ®ß†ü¥à¡™£¢§¶•ªº–“‘«…
æ÷|ÅıÇÎ´Ï˝ÓˆÔÒÂ˜ØŒ‰Íˇ¨„˛Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±”’»ÚÆ¯˘¿|áéíóúâêîôûàèìòùäëïöüÿãñõÁÉÍÓÚÀÈÌÒÙÄËÏÖÜŸÑÃÕÂÊÎÔÛ  ÅıÇÎ´Ï˝ÓˆÔ
ÒÂ˜ØŒ‰Íˇ„˛Á¸`⁄¤‹›fifl‡°·‚—±"'»ÚÆ¯˘¿ ‘” ”‘’”

7 - Futura_Book_abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz`1234567890-=[]\;’,./ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ~!@#$%^&*()_+{}|:”<>?_åçéƒ©˙î

8 - Futura_Italic_abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz`1234567890-=[]\;’,./ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ~!@#$%^&*()_+{}|:”<>?_åçéƒ©˙î

9 - Futura_Light_abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz`1234567890-=[]\;’,./ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ~!@#$%^&*()_+{}|:”<>?_åçéƒ©˙î˚¬μñø

10 - Futura_Light_Italic_abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz`1234567890-=[]\;’,./ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ~!@#$%^&*()_+{}|:”<>?_åçéƒ©

11 - Futura_Med_abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz`1234567890-=[]\;’,./ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ~!@#$%^&*()_+{}|:”<>?_åçéƒ©˙î˚¬μ

12 - Futura_Med_Italic_abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz`1234567890-=[]\;’,./ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ~!@#$%^&*()_+{}|:”<>?_åçéƒ

13 - Futura_Bold_abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz`1234567890-=[]\;’,./ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ~!@#$%^&*()_+{}|:”<>?_åçéƒ©˙î˚¬

14 - Futura_Bold_Italic_abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz`1234567890-=[]\;’,./ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ~!@#$%^&*()_+{}|:”<>?_åçé

15 - Interstate_Regular_abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz`1234567890-=[]\;’,./
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ~!@#$%^&*()_+{}|:”<>?_åçéƒ©˙î˚¬μñøœ®ß†ü¥à¡™£¢§¶•ªº–“‘«…
æ÷|ÅıÇÎ´Ï˝ÓˆÔÒÂ˜ØŒ‰Íˇ¨„˛Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±”’»ÚÆ¯˘¿|áéíóúâêîôûàèìòùäëïöüÿãñõÁÉÍÓÚÀÈÌÒÙÄËÏÖÜŸÑÃÕÂÊÎÔÛ  ÅıÇÎ´Ï˝ÓˆÔ
ÒÂ˜ØŒ‰Íˇ„˛Á¸`⁄¤‹›fifl‡°·‚—±”’»ÚÆ¯˘¿ ‘” ”‘’”

16 - Interstate_Light_abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz`1234567890-=[]\;’,./ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ~!@#$%^&*()_+{}|:”<>?_åçéƒ
©˙î˚¬μñøœ®ß†ü¥à¡™£¢§¶•ªº–“‘«…æ÷|ÅıÇÎ´Ï˝ÓˆÔÒÂ˜ØŒ‰Íˇ¨„˛Á¸`⁄‹›fifl‡°·‚—±”’»ÚÆ¯˘¿|áéíóúâêîôûàèìòùäëïöüÿãñõÁÉÍÓÚÀÈÌÒÙÄËÏ
ÖÜŸÑÃÕÂÊÎÔÛ  ÅıÇÎ´Ï˝ÓˆÔÒÂ˜ØŒ‰Íˇ„˛Á¸`⁄¤‹›fifl‡°·‚—±”’»ÚÆ¯˘¿ ‘” ”‘’”

©2012 Hilton Worldwide.

How lovely to wake up
with the kids on vacation

—especially   
when they slept in a separate room.

When you vacation, why leave the best of home behind? At Homewood Suites, you can enjoy a separate room for the
kids, a real kitchen with a full-size fridge, and a full, hot breakfast, plus a pool to play in. So stay with us and Be at
home.

Homewood Suites by Hilton Hamilton
40 Bay Street South, Hamilton, ON  L8P 0B3 ~ 1-800-CALL-HOME ~ homewoodsuites.com

For rates and availability please call 905 529 5515

©2013 Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Sheraton and its logo  

116 KING STREET WEST, HAMILTON, ON L8P 4V3
SHERATONHAMILTON.COM

A time to remember
Create lasting memories that will last a lifetime at the 
award winning Sheraton Hamilton Hotel.
Reconnect with friends and family in Chagall’s Restaurant 
or LOFT Lounge and enjoy menu selections from our Chef.
Indulge and unwind in our heated indoor pool and  
whirlpool before spending a rejuvenating night in one  
of our signature Sheraton Sweet Sleeper™ beds.

STAY A NIGHT, A WEEK, A MONTH, OR A YEAR

MORE THAN AN  
EXTENDED-STAY HOTEL…
The Staybridge Suites Hamilton – 
Downtown is proud to offer the best of 
both worlds, strategically designed to 
accommodate a wide variety of groups, 
individual and long-term travelers.

Luxury Suites  
for the overnight traveler 
With fully-equipped suites, the Staybridge 
Suites provides a “home away from 
home” atmosphere to every overnight 
traveler. In addition to full kitchenettes in 
suites, a complimentary hot buffet break-
fast is available every morning to start 
the day off right. Traveling mid-week? 
Complimentary appetizers are available 
every Tuesday to Thursday evenings to 
unwind before retiring for the night.

HAMILTON-DOWNTOWN
20 Caroline Street South Hamilton ON Canada L8P 0B1

staybridgehamilton.com

Sheraton_FP.indd   3 4/12/13   4:53 PM
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28 Festivals and Fairs 
fun and fantastic diversions for 
restless travellers and eclectic 
events for the whole family

Green & Lean 

34 Active Living 
Options abound, covering rock, 
sand, water, ice, grass and air 
in pursuit of wholesome thrills, 
sporting and otherwise! 

Culinary Delights

40 Dining  
Ravenous? Choose from comfort 
food, seasonal cuisine, delectable 
ethnic dishes and tempting desserts 

Visual Riches 

56 Art, Design & Galleries
whatever the size, Hamilton’s galleries 
are loaded with creative contrasts, 
from contemporary to classic 

Welcome
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Official introductions and a bit about 
Hamilton’s past, present and future

Love Your City

12 Beaux Mondes
The girls from Beaux mondes share 
some of the people, places and things 
they love in and around the city

Earlier Eras 
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Explore local yesteryear in 
living colour and vivid detail at the 
city’s museums, sites and events

20 It Happened Here
200 years ago, events that defined 
the war of 1812 happened in 
Hamilton. Experience the urgency of 
battle, the honour of remembrance, 
the grandeur of Tall Ships and the 
forging of peace

Day & Night
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from top bands and high drama 
to belly laughs, hot spots and cool 
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Day & Night
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feel the pulse of the crowd 
at local nightclubs, lounges 
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Day & Night
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Special thanks to: Tourism Hamilton as the title sponsor 
of Visit Hamilton.

Visit Hamilton is distributed to selected hotels, motels, 
tourist associations and related services across Ontario. Copies are 

replenished in select Hamilton hotels for 12 months.
Copyright 2013, Town Media. All rights reserved. 

No part of this publication may be reproduced without written 
permission of the publisher. Opinions and comments reflect those 

of the writers and not necessarily those of the editor and staff.

SubScriptionS: Hamilton Magazine is published eight times per 
year: Winter, Spring, Summer, Fall, Holiday, and special issues Inter-

iors Spring (March) and Interiors Fall (October) and Visit Hamilton. 
Canadian subscriber rates: One year $10, Two years $18, Three years 
$25 (includes HST). U.S. add $12/year for postage. Subscribe online 
at hamiltonmagazine.com, by e-mail at tm.circulation@sunmedia.
ca or mail cheque to Circulation Dept., Hamilton Magazine, 1074 

Cooke Blvd., Burlington, ON  L7T 4A8. For credit card payments, call 
905.634.8003 or 905.522.6117, ext 0, for processing. 

Publications mail agreement no. 40069100
iSSn: 12071471

Return undeliverable Canadian 
addresses to the above address

At the time of publishing, we have endeavoured to be as accurate as 
possible. The publisher and Tourism Hamilton are not responsible for 

any discrepancies or changes that may have occured after going to 
press. For the most up-to-date information, visit www.tourismhamil-
ton.com or Download the Visit Hamilton App by visiting the App Store 

on your device and search ‘Visit Hamilton’.
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Your getaway 
begins on GO

GO provides safe, fast, reliable and 
comfortable train and bus service to 

and from Hamilton and Toronto.

For schedule info visit gotransit.com



Admiral Inn Loyalty Reward Program • 11th Night FREE or Cash Rebate

Mississauga Admiral Inn
QEW at Erin Mills Parkway exit
2161 North Sheridan Way
905-403-9777
Reservations: 888-236-4660
Free Complimentary Breakfast

Hamilton Admiral Inn
York Blvd. exit off the 403
149 Dundurn Street North
905-529-2311
Reservations: 888-236-4662
Full Service Restaurant on-site

Burlington Admiral Inn
QEW at Walkers Line exit
3500 Billings Court 
905-639-4780
Reservations: 888-236-4661
Free Complimentary Breakfast

NEWLY RENOVATED!

WELCoME HoME!
Admiral Inn Hotels now offering 3 Great Locations to Serve You

admiralinn.com

Whether your stay is for business 
or pleasure, make Admiral Inn 

your home away from home!

We welcome you to unwind, relax  

and experience the ultimate 

in business functionality 

and well-appointed contemporary guest rooms. 

With conveniently situated locations in Hamilton, 

Burlington, and Mississauga, the Admiral Inns are 

the hospitality center of choice for your stay. 

With standard features such as business class 

executive rooms, luxurious whirlpool suites,  

business centres, meeting facilities and restaurants; 

the Admiral Inns offers unsurpassed quality, 

comfort and value. Whether you are taking a trip 

with your family, attending a business function 

or escaping for a romantic getaway, our well  

appointed and spacious rooms, restaurant and 

 amenities are the perfect combination of elegance, 

style and hospitality. The Admiral Inn is your ideal 

“home away from home.”

ADMIRAL INN

Admiral Inn FP_Ham_Fall10.indd   7 4/10/13   10:03 AM



welcome

8  t o u r i s m h a m i l t o n . c o m

WELCOME TO HAMILTON
I trust your visit will be enjoyable and maybe even a little surprising. While people seek many different 
things when they travel, there’s one constant: everybody wants to experience something new and memor-
able. Whether you are planning your first visit to Hamilton, or returning to discover something new – I am 
confident that you will have an unforgettable experience.

Wrapped around the western tip of Lake Ontario, Hamilton is bounded by the picturesque shores of 
Lake Ontario and the lush trails and waterfalls of the Niagara Escarpment, a UNESCO World Biosphere 
Reserve, offering a natural playground for outdoor enthusiasts. 

This year presents an exciting time to visit Hamilton as we commemorate the Bicentennial of the War 
of 1812, one of Canada’s most important chapters that helped shape our country’s identity 200 years ago. 
We hope you find our Bicentennial commemorations engaging and educational as you to discover a time 
in our history that started Canada on a path to nationhood.

Visitors looking for entertainment and cultural experiences can take in the highly acclaimed exhibitions 
at the Art Gallery of Hamilton, or live theatre and concerts at Theatre Aquarius, Copps Coliseum, Hamilton 
Place and enjoy annual festivals and events like the Greenbelt Harvest Picnic, Festival of Friends, the Ham-
ilton Music Awards, Supercrawl and the popular Father’s Day Air Show, to name a few.

Be sure to experience history on permanent display at the Hamilton Civic Museums including five 
National Historic Sites and the Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum, home to one of only two airworthy 
Lancaster bombers in the world. Other family-friendly attractions include African Lion Safari, home to 
thousands of exotic birds and animals, as well as the Royal Botanical Gardens, Canada’s largest botanical 
gardens. A visit to Hamilton’s waterfront offers many attractions including the HMCS Haida. We are also 
pleased to welcome the TALL SHIPS® 1812 Tour over the Canada Day long weekend featuring four majes-
tic tall ships and interactive programming at Pier 8.

For up-to-date festivals, events and activities, restaurant listing and accommodations, visit us online at 
tourismhamilton.com, or download the Visit Hamilton App on your mobile device. We also welcome your 
visit to the new Tourism Hamilton Visitor Centre in the iconic Lister Block in downtown Hamilton.

 
We look forward to welcoming you! 

Robert Bratina
Mayor

Photographer Rick Stemmler 
grew to love Hamilton during 
his time here — and so can 
you! Learn more about  Rick at 
flickr.com/people/stemmler.
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Visit our website, download 
our mobile app or call our  
office to connect with a 
Chamber member.

120 King Street West, Plaza Level, Suite 507
905-522-1151
hcc@hamiltonchamber.ca

h a m i l to n c h a m b e r.c a

The Renew Hamilton Project. Our mission is to document, 
promote and accelerate the regeneration of Hamilton’s built 
and natural environments. We look to the future and see 
Hamilton as Canada’s top midsize city – a livable community, 
a leading destination for talent and investment. And we see 
a place that generations to come will be proud to call home.

The Hamilton Chamber of Commerce is proud 

to support Hamilton’s tourism industry, an 

important economic sector in our great city. 

Not only are we Hamilton’s largest business 

association, but we are connected to over 

7,000 Chambers of Commerce worldwide  –  

most likely to one  in your hometown! 

Whether you’re in Hamilton for a convention, 

sports tournament, business meeting or visiting 

family and friends, please enjoy all our great  

city has to offer. Contact one of our Chamber 

members if there is a product or service you 

need to help with your trip – our members are 

eager to make your visit memorable!

HamiltonChamber_FP.indd   9 4/10/13   4:16 PM
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History in 
tHe Making
Hamilton’s history is a tale of 
beginnings, endings and evolu-
tions, starring a host of rogues 
and rebels. The beginning came 
with the arrival of United Empire 
Loyalists  — those supportive of 
the British monarchy  — who saw 
the welcome mat disappear for 
them in the United States after 
the American Revolutionary War 
concluded in 1783. After the War 
of 1812, a gentleman named 
George Hamilton (no relation 
to the bronzed actor) bought 
land and named the area after 
himself. The roots for Hamilton 
– the city – were planted.

Those early years left Hamilton’s 
cityscape with treasures like 
Dundurn Castle, The Lister Block, 
Hamilton Public Library building 
and Whitehern. At the beginning 
of the 20th century, a building 
and population boom began in 
earnest with immigrants chiefly 
from Britain and European na-
tions such as Italy and Austria-
Hungary. Along with it, diverse 
ethnic neighbourhoods sprang 
up and institutions of higher 
learning, like McMaster University, 
were born. 

The industrious, hard-working 
nature of Hamilton also spawned 
an impressive list of sports stars, 
ranging from hockey’s Dick 
Irvine to Olympic marathon gold 
medallist William (Billy) Sherring, 
and early Hollywood greats like 
Florence Lawrence (dubbed The 
First Movie Star) and Del Lord, 
director of the Three Stooges 
films. Hamilton-hosted advance-
ments in medicine came courtesy 
of men like Harold E. Johns 
(who researched radiation’s role 
in cancer treatment) and John 
Callaghan, a cardiologist who 
pioneered open-heart surgery.

The official incorporation of 
Hamilton came in 1846. As in real 
estate, it has always been about 
location, location, location. With 
a natural harbour linked to Lake 
Ontario, it was the perfect spot 
for industry to flourish. The city’s 
reputation as Steeltown became 
entrenched in its fabric. In reality, 
the Hamilton of today employs 
more people in health care than 
industry. Education, government 
and technology businesses have 
also mixed things up and given the 
city a vibrant, new profile. 

Claudette Losier’s 
work is available at 
the Art Gallery of 
Hamilton. 

2013 - 2014 Visit Hamilton Tourism Guide 

On behalf of the Government of Ontario, I am pleased to  
welcome you to Hamilton, Ontario.

Located between Toronto and Niagara Falls, the City of  
Hamilton combines big city excitement with small town charm, 
while also being the site of a rich history that tells the story of  
our province.

The City of Hamilton offers a wealth of cultural, entertain- 
ment and sporting opportunities. From outdoor enthusiasts, to 
history buffs, there is truly something to spark the imagination  
of any traveller.

Hamilton is home to inspiring attractions like the Dundurn 
National Historic Site, breathtaking natural sites like the Niagara 
Escarpment and a thriving arts and cultural scene that includes 
the famed Art Gallery of Hamilton.

I sincerely hope that you have the opportunity to experience  
all that Hamilton has to offer and that you enjoy your time here.

Please accept my best wishes for a wonderful stay in Hamilton. 

Yours truly, 

Michael Chan
Minister of Tourism, Culture and Sport

LOVE YOUR CITY HAMILTON ICONS CREATED BY DAVE KURUC, MIxED MEDIA;  
LISTER BLOCK PHOTO RIGHT COURTESY TOURISM HAMILTON
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Tourism Hamilton
While in Hamilton, a must-see 
is the Tourism Hamilton Visitor 
Centre in the iconic — and restored 
— Lister Block. The centre offers 
guests an interactive iPad station, 
video of Hamilton’s natural attrac-
tions and informative brochures. 
There are also Travel Counsellors 
on hand to answer any travel-
related questions you might have. 
The centre boasts a selection of 
art, design and jewellery for sale 
from local artists, including the 
sought-after “You Can Do Anything 

in Hamilton” tees and totes. 
The Visitor Centre is open Mon 
to Fri, 10am to 4pm, Sat & Sun, 
10am to 3pm. 28 James St. N., 
905.546.2424 x 5771,  
Toll Free: 1.800.263.8590,  
tourismhamilton.com.

Looking for information in the 
palm of your hand? Download 
the Visit Hamilton App by visiting 
the App Store on your device and 
search ‘Visit Hamilton’.

Bragging Rights
By now, you’ve likely heard about 
the exodus of creative types from 
Toronto and beyond, lured to 
Hamilton by our burgeoning arts 
scene, not to mention an impres-
sive stock of old houses — and stu-
dio spaces — at a third of the price 
of a similar property in Hogtown. 

We’re not ones to brag, but 
over the past couple of years, 
Hamilton has garnered an array 
of prestigious accolades includ-
ing being voted the top place in 
Ontario to invest – for the second 
year in a row – by the Real Estate 
Investment Network of Canada. 
US-based Site Selection magazine 
also ranked Hamilton the #1 city 
in Canada for commercial and 
industrial development, beating 

out Toronto and Quebec City, 
among others. Oh, and did we 
mention that Hamilton has also 
been ranked among the top cities 
in North America by FDI Magazine 
for quality of life?

Speaking of quality of life, and 
further testament to the popularity 
of arts and culture in Hamilton, 
is the fact that seven local events 
made the 2013 list of Ontario’s 
Top 100 Festivals and Events, 
including Doors Open (May 4-5), 
the Re-enactment of the Battle of 
Stoney Creek (June 1-2), Canadian 
International Military Tattoo (June 
8-9), Hamilton Airshow (June 15-
16), It’s Your Festival (June 28-July 
1), Dundas Cactus Festival (Aug 
17-18) and Telling Tales: A Family 
Festival of Stories (Sept 15).

Accolades aside, the best way 
to discover Hamilton is to visit 
Hamilton, so what are you wait-
ing for? Turn the page and get 
discovering!

I Heart Hamilton
ihearthamilton.ca
A labour of love for local  
gal Kristin Archer, whose 
blog urges you to “be a 
tourist in your own city.” 
Lots of music-related 
bits and pieces, includ-
ing playlists, reviews and 
interviews.

love It A lot
loveitalot.com
One of the city’s longest-
running blogs (since ’07), 
Love It A Lot chronicles the 
people and places that in-
spire and inform the lives 
of White Elephant’s Hollie 
Pocsai and Jane LaBatte. 
According to the site, the 
girls blog “incessantly 

is a great place to learn 
about Hamilton’s hidden 
treasures and unusual 
things to do. For example, 
a recent posting on ethnic 
supermarkets garnered 18 
replies on everything from 
Arabic and Thai to German, 
Polish and Indonesian.

The Best of Hamilton
thebestofhamilton.ca
Consisting of David Bar-
houma, Michael Muller, 
Andrew Johnston and 
Shannon Stone, this team 
of local creative profes-
sionals captures the beauty 
of Hamilton’s hidden gems 
on film, and their videos, 
set to music, are breath-
takingly beautiful.

blog features a collec-
tion of Hamilton’s secret 
(and not so secret) gems. 
Including the latitude and 
longitude is a fun touch, as 
is the “Secretness Level,” 
which is based on votes 
and indicates how “off the 
beaten path” the place 
really is. 

Beaux mondes
beaux-mondes.com
Perhaps we’re a tad biased 
since they’re Hamilton 
Magazine contributors, but 
Stephanie and Jackyln’s 
blog has set the gold 
standard for city and style 
blogs and for good reason. 
The photography is top-
notch and their “musings” 
shine a light on the buzz-
worthy people, places and 
things in our city.

Hamilton Now
tourismhamilton.com/
whats-new
Not so much a blog, the 
Hamilton Now page is 
Tourism Hamilton’s
compendium of all things 
happening in and around 
the city from festivals
to food trucks. There’s an 
amazing amount of info 
available at the click
of a button to help you get 
out and about — check this 
page often for updates.

about our pets, farming, 
cheese, road trips, our 
shop and our city.” Which 
pretty much says it all. A 
fun and frivolous read.

Happening Hamilton
happeninghamilton.ca
An events-based blog put 
together by a team of 
young Hamiltonians. The 
blog’s handy calendar at a 
glance makes it the “go-to” 
site if you’re looking for 
what’s hip and happening.

I Know This Great  
little Place in Hamilton
facebook.com/great
littleplacehamilton
Although technically not a 
blog, this Facebook page 

Steeloneself
steeloneself.com
Short on words, but long 
on style, Matt Fondevilla 
and Cynthia Nguyen’s 
street-style blog is dedi-
cated to capturing the style 
and fashion of Hamilton 
(and before you laugh, the 
city has some seriously 
stylish folk) and the blog’s 
cool pics highlight the 
city’s style mavens.

cut From Steel
cutfromsteel.ca
If you have any sort of love 
or appreciation for live 
music, then you’ll want to 
visit this blog. Cut From 
Steel is an impressive 
compendium of music 
news, reviews, events and 
interviews, about both lo-
cal and visiting artists. 

This must Be the Place
thismustbetheplace.ca
Written by Seema Narula, 
TMBTP chronicles every-
thing from her ongoing 
house renovations to  
her obvious love for the 
city’s urbanity and all  
that it entails (music, art,  
food, architecture and 
home decor).

Secret Hamilton
secrethamilton.ca
As the name implies, this 

Hamiltonians are proud of their city and its burgeoning reputation 
as a fab place to live, work and play; and rightly so. What better way 

to show it off than in a blog? Here’s some of our faves:
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Keeping it local. 

people, places and 

things we love.

b e a u x - m o n d e s . c o m

Passionate about discovering new places, prod-
ucts and the people behind them, we started 
Beaux Mondes as a way to share our much-
loved discoveries – from classic neighbourhood 
institutions to local artisans, interesting eater-
ies and go-to shops. We hope to inspire you, as 
a visitor to Hamilton, to discover the hidden 
gems that make our city so wonderful.

Fashion

Milli
310 Main Street West
Milli Gould’s original Hamilton 
location opened in 1964 and 
has since expanded into Yorkville 
in Toronto. A highly regarded 
name in the industry, Milli has 
established itself as a destination 
boutique for finely curated cloth-
ing and accessories. You’ll find 
top Canadian and international 
designers like Pink Tartan, Arthur 
Mendonca and Erdem, alongside 
contemporaries like Equipment, 
and Elizabeth and James.

Hanley’s
382 Wilson Street
In the heart of old town Ancas-
ter, a beautiful heritage building 
circa 1840 is where Hanley’s calls 
home. Carrying on the vision of 
her mom’s store that opened in 
Tecumseh over 40 years ago, Ann 
Hanley Adams’ tastefully designed 
boutique carries a well-curated 
selection of brands including 
Smythe, Theysken’s Theory, Joie 
and Judith and Charles.

Hands & Feet
Mint Textile Studio
22 Wilson Street, Unit 7
Local designer Brittni Gazendam 
is crafting a line of naturally dyed 
and hand-sewn canvas and leather 
handbags under the label Hands 
& Feet. She strives to make objects 
that are both aesthetically beautiful 
and well-designed. Alongside seven 
of her colleagues, Brittni has formed 
a collective and opened Mint Textile 
Studio in the Sonic Unyon building. 

O’s Clothes
8 Cannon Street East
With a 200-square-foot space and 
a pared-down interior, the inspira-
tion behind Oliver Knutton’s shop 
was simple — find quality, fashion 
forward brands at a reasonable 
price. Expect to find skate and bike 
apparel by Vancouver’s Megade-
stroyer, raw Japanese denim by 
Toronto’s United Stock Dry Goods 
and backpacks by Swedish out-
doors company Fjällräven.

Laura Tedesco 
Jewellery Design
1-195 Locke Street South
For Laura Tedesco, jewellery design 
runs in the family. A third-genera-
tion jeweller, she trained with her 
father Dino Tedesco, the owner of 
Venetian Jewellers before travelling 
to Italy to study at the Gemological 
Institute of America. Through her 
custom design studio, she is help-
ing others to create beautiful and 
meaningful pieces of their own. 
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One of a Kind

White Elephant
152 James Street North
While renovating an old ‘50s diner 
into the shop space for White 
Elephant, Hollie Pocsai and Jane 
LaBatte uncovered gorgeous 
original wood floors, a yellow 
panelled ceiling and even a secret 
door behind a wall that lend to the 
shop’s charm. Throughout you’ll 
find stacked wooden crates filled 
with handmade items and art from 
independent artisans, thoughtful 
cards, vintage gems and handcraft-
ed jewellery, including Jane’s own 
line called Rare Specimens. 

Ellënoire
53A King Street West
Scent is unique to an individual, 
and perfumer Noëlle Smith makes 
fragrances from all-natural, custom 
blends to match your skin chem-
istry. Shelves are lined with jars 
containing everything from lemon 
peel to fir balsam, so you can mix 
and match natural oils and con-
centrates to craft your own custom 
scent. “Many artificial fragrances 
do not have very good quality 
ingredients,” explained Noëlle. 
“They don’t blossom on the skin 
like natural ingredients do.”

Pure Home Couture
174 Locke Street South
Walk into Pure Home Couture 
and your imagination will easily 
transport you to old world Paris. 
Abby Karak-McDuffee and Steven 
McDuffee pay special attention to 
detail and ensure the shop makes 
a grand impression with high 
wood-beamed ceilings and gor-
geous chandeliers. Antique tables 
and French armoires refinished by 
Abby, are each filled with a differ-
ent line of products ranging from 
jewellery and beauty to dishware 
and linens. Expanding on their 
brand, Abby is even handcrafting 
the shop’s own line of apothecary 
sea salts, liquid soaps, milk bath 
soaks and candles.

Accoutrements 
264 King Street East
Accoutrements is a shop to get 
lost in while you enjoy the beauti-
ful products and setting. Nestled 
in the International Village, Judi 
McIntyre’s shop found its place 
amongst a thriving community 
with over a century of history. The 
boutique is inspired by Judi’s trav-
els to Paris and features a lovely 
assortment of items to fill a home 
with character. “I am always in 
search of little luxuries to make my 
life and others around me richer 
and more fulfilled,” Judi tells us. 

Weir’s Lane Lavender 
Farm & Store
223 Weirs Lane
The 10-acre family-run lavender 
farm run by Kevin Beagle and 
and Abigail Payne features an 
adorable farm store with culinary 
delights like lavender-infused 
honey and shortbread. You’ll 
also discover local and Canadian 
artisanal products from sachets 
to freshen your drawers, essential 
oils, pillow and body sprays, body 
wash and liquid hand soap. We 
love the French milled soap with 
lavender buds and honey.  

128 James Street North
Beverly initially planned for I Fiore to be a workshop and design space, but her plans quickly evolved into 
designing the type of floral shop she would want to shop in. Her fresh flowers, plants and succulents, 
almost all of which are grown locally in the Niagara peninsula, will surprise and inspire you. And you’ll be 
certain to leave the shop with an arrangement as unique as you or the person they are intended for. 

I FIore
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 Design Annex
 118 James Street North
The Art Gallery of Hamilton’s 
new space is a combination 
of an art and design store and 
venue. Offering an approach-
able atmosphere for art lovers to 
begin building their collections 
at affordable prices, they also 
showcase furnishings, lighting 
and accessories by Canadian arti-
sans like Brothers Dressler, Broe 
& Co. and Nicole Tarasick.

 Nathanial Hughson Gallery
 27 John Street North
Representing emerging contem-
porary and mid-career artists 
like David Hind, Stephanie Vegh 
and Ryan Price, the gallery is a 
destination for collectors looking 
to acquire unique works.

 Earls Court Gallery 
 215 Ottawa Street North
Established in 1973 as a print 
and framing gallery on George 
Street, the newest 1,600 sq ft 
gallery and 1,000 sq ft framing 
facility on Ottawa Street features 
historical works and local artists 
such as Ron Eady, Bill Schwartz 
and Nick Chase.

 270 Sherman
Located in lower Hamilton, this 
arts centre has been transformed 
from a 1900-era industrial cotton 
mill into a creative complex for 
galleries, workshops and studios 
of 50 tenants including Jason 
Freiburger, Stephanie Seagram 
and Steve Mazza.

 Manta Contemporary
 51 King William
Located amongst historic store-
fronts on King William, Manta 
strives to foster creative growth 
in Hamilton by offering emerging 
and established artists a space to 
show their work. Artists featured 
include Tara Krebs, Stephen Se-
guin and Paul Dickens.

Hamilton’s top art 
destinations
1

2

3

4

5

Mixed Media
154 James Street North
Located in a century-old building 
on the corner of James Street 
North and Cannon Street, the 
art supply and paper shop 
boasts hardwood floors, original 
tin ceilings and exposed brick 
beams. “Teresa and I first opened 
in rented premises at 174 right 
across from The Print Studio,” ex-
plained owner Dave Kuruc. “Back 
then you could count on one 
hand the art spaces that were 
located here.” Catalysts behind 
the ongoing revitalization of the 
James Street North neighbour-
hood, Mixed Media features a 
local artist each month and Kuruc 
is also the publisher of H Mag. 

Needlework
174 James Street North
Kate Hunter and Liz Simpson’s 
shop has become a home base 
for Hamilton’s craft community. 
“We want to be here to foster 
Hamilton’s craft scene and help  
it grow by creating a space where 
craft-loving individuals can get 
together in an environment 
that supports shared learning, 
resource and skills,” says Liz. 
Crafting in a space with beautiful 
fabric is a plus, especially when 
you are surrounded by fabrics by 
Cloud 9, Amy Butler, Anna Maria 
Horner and Heather Moore.

159 John Street South
One of Hamilton’s best-kept secrets, Tucker Plus opened in 1930 in the Lister Block. Pat Lisson, the present 
owner, worked for Mr. Tucker until he passed and has owned the John Street location since 1978. Through-
out the shop you’ll find antique collectibles, typewriters and furniture, alongside new calligraphy pens and 
Lamy fountain pens. You will also discover a unique collection of books with inscriptions on their front pages 
noting dates like ‘Christmas 1940.’ 

Tucker Plus

Art, Design & Craft
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Home Decor & Antiques

Lulu & Lavigne
228 Locke Street South
A sign hanging near the entrance 
at Lulu & Lavigne reads: ‘A home is 
not meant to be finished; it should 
evolve and be enjoyed.’ Featuring 
a unique selection of new and 
vintage home furnishings and 
decor items, the pieces Heather 
Coward carries will lend well to 
a space that is uniquely yours. 
“Find something that you love 
and save up to buy it,” suggests 
Heather. “Chances are it will be 
an investment piece that you will 
carry with you for a very long time 
no matter where you live.”

Antique Avenue
329 Ottawa Street North
When Tom Watson and his busi-
ness partner Adam Hughes pur-
chased an entire lot of collectibles 
from a gentleman who had been 
collecting over the course of 30 
years, Antique Avenue was born. 
A vintage lover’s dream, you are 
likely to find anything you have 
ever imagined looking for, from 
Singer sewing machines, to first 
edition books, mason and milk 
jars; even a vintage Vespa from 
1969. And if you’re willing to hunt, 
they always have tons of treasures 
that have yet to be unpacked.

Branch Design
850 King Street West
The retail studio of Charles 
MacIntosh and Alex Dejong, 
Branch Design gives potential 
clients a chance to browse home 
decor pieces, indoor and outdoor 
furnishings, art and gifts, all the 
while getting a taste of the design 
services Charles offers. “I love 
the idea of people being able to 
access design services, inspiration 
and home decor items in one 
location,” says Charles. Sure to in-
spire decorating ideas, many of the 
shop’s treasures are made by local 
artisans like the Italian marble 
birdhouses and clementine crates 
made by R&D Fabbricati and the 
family measurement charts crafted 
by Mike Meiler Woodworking.

Hansen & Lübbers
144 James Street North
Residing in what was originally 
part of Firth Brothers store, where 
Norman F. Firth began his cloth-
ing business, Hansen & Lübbers 
offers a wide range of furniture, 
accent pieces and accessories 
including the GUS* furniture line. 
The shop also carries environ-
mentally conscious paints and 
wallpapers by Farrow & Ball and 
the lower level houses a sewing 
workroom for drapery, slipcover 
and light upholstery services. 
Owners Richard and Craig are 
great art enthusiasts (and own 
a jaw-dropping collection, too), 
so each month the shop features 
the work of a different local artist.

Humblepie Lifestyle 
142 James Street North
Combining her love of art and 
vintage, with her commitment to 
environmental sustainability, Susan 
Edwards opened Humblepie Life-
style as an upcycling concept store. 
Featuring locally made treasures, 
vintage finds and upcycled pieces 
from post-consumer materials, 
Susan is passionate about repur-
posing furniture and products in a 
creative and sustainable fashion. 
Humblepie also offers workshops 
and styling services for introducing 
vintage pieces to your home.
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 The Ship
 23 Augusta Street
The eclectic menu and naut-
ical motif has made The Ship 
a favourite spot among locals. 
Owner Tate Graham offers a 
rotating selection of independent 
and craft brewed beers and has 
recently launched his own brew. 
On the menu you’ll find Mexican 
fish tacos, popcorn alligator and 
classics like halibut and chips. 

 Thirsty Cactus
 2 King Street East
The Thirsty Cactus occupies a 
building at the corner of King 
and Main that has been around 
since 1840. If you like Mexican 
food, the portions are huge and 
they make their own salsa and 
guacamole in-house. Plus they 
smoke their own beef and pork. 
In addition to the domestic and 
imported beers, they offer a 
selection of margaritas and cock-
tails de la casa.

 The Brain
 199 James Street North
A community pub tucked away 
in the heart of James North, 
The Brain is the unique vision 
of owners Jeremy Greenspan 
(frontman of the electronica duo 
Junior Boys), Heather South and 
Brad Chichakian. With a love for 
local micro-breweries, they draw 
a discerning clientele with their 
unique selection of craft beers. 

 Baltimore House
 43 King William Street
This café-lounge-wine bar-art 
venue-social club is the kind of 
place to read, write, enjoy an 
espresso and have smart conver-
sation by day. It then transitions 
into a social spot at night. Grant 
Winestock and Jimmy Skembaris’ 
venture has attracted Hamilton’s 
ever-growing literary, artistic and 
musically inclined crowd with 
their selection of vintage cocktails 
and authentic absinthe.

Hamilton’s top 
Bars & Pubs
1

2

3

4

Where to Eat

McCartney & Son
282 James Street North
Shane McCartney has offered a 
fresh approach to the salad bar 
experience and will be certain 
to change the way you think of 
fast food. Using healthy, locally 
sourced ingredients  — buns 
come from Ola Bakery, cheese 
from Jensen — in his sandwiches, 
soups and salads, you’ll see that 
you can eat healthy on the go 
and still enjoy the taste of whole-
some natural foods. 

Papa Leo’s
638 Concession Street
Leo’s reason for choosing the spot 
was simple; it’s in the neighbour-
hood he calls home. “I wanted to 
create that local place that I felt 
was missing from the area,” says 
Leo. He describes his restaurant as 
a brunch bistro, with a Portuguese, 
Costa Rican and West Coast flair. 
If you love chorizo sausage give 
Papa’s Eggs a try: two poached 
eggs on fresh avocado with either 
sweet chorizo sausage, smoked 
salmon or bacon, pan-fried pota-
toes and a cilantro cream sauce. 

Chuck’s Burger Bar
194 Locke Street South
Chuck’s serves up some of the 
best burgers you’ll ever taste. “All 
of our burgers are made from 
meat from local farms,” says 
owner Chris. “They’re handmade, 
hand ground, fresh to order.” If 
you’re looking for a veggie option, 
you are in for a treat.  Not your 
traditional soy-based burger, the 
veggie patties are made from 
roasted turnips, carrots, parsnips, 
mushrooms, onions, zucchini, gar-
lic, potatoes and vegetable stock.

Cake & Loaf 
321 Dundurn Street South
When your bread options include 
cheddar, onion and beer, or 
whole wheat pumpkin seed loaf, 
it’s no surprise the loaves literally 
fly off the shelves. The prod-
ucts contain all locally sourced 
ingredients, in an effort to sustain 
Ontario’s farmlands and support 
local farmers. Cake & Loaf offers 
a wonderful selection of lunch 
options including soups, sand-
wiches, vegan mini pizzas and 
braided loaves. And be sure to try 
the apple pear cider soda. 

NàRoma Pizza Bar
215 Locke Street South
Using slow, time-honoured meth-
ods, Mario Spina makes authentic 
Italian pizza. And it’s a very 
labour-intensive process. “The 
dough process is a 72-hour rising 
method,” explains Mario. “The 
secret is time.” We recommend 
you try the brie e prosciutto — a 
blend of mozzarella, triple cream 
brie cheese, prosciutto, fig jam, 
caramelized onions, arugula and 
reduced balsamic. And don’t 
miss the made-from-scratch daily 
soups and homemade cannoli.
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Coffee Fix

The Cannon
179 Ottawa Street North
Following an afternoon of antique 
shopping, The Cannon is the 
perfect spot to discuss your finds 
over a latte. Anne and Cindy set 
out to find what we thought to 
be the very best of locally roasted 
coffee. The Cannon serves Detour, 
RedHill and Speakeasy. The girls’ 
philosophy with food is the same 
as it is with coffee. Source it local, 
make it well. The menu currently 
consists of a daily soup, a fea-
tured grilled sandwich, a variety 
of muffin tops and outstanding 
cookies made by Cindy. 

Detour Roasters Café
41B King Street East, Dundas
Kaelin and Crystal began Detour 
as a roastery to serve the grow-
ing independent coffee scene 
in the city. In a short time it has 
grown into a highly regarded 
coffee shop with award-winning 
baristas. Building on the success 
of their uber-secret once-a-month 
dinner service, Detour now offers 
dinner Thursday through Satur-
day. The basic food philosophy at 
Detour is to maintain a commit-
ment to quality and sustainability. 
Changing up the menu weekly, 
chef Chris Beltrano tells us, “I like 
to take simple dishes and refine 
them, elevate them and make 
something I would enjoy eating.”

Johnny’s Coffee
129 Locke Street South
Johnny’s is the kind of coffee 
shop at which you can linger for 
hours without feeling rushed, 
and we do. You’ll find us here 
late at night with a latte, or early 
on a Saturday with a magazine, 
a scone, tea and honey. People 
come and people go. Some read 
a chapter of a book. Some day-
dream. Some play chess. Some 
stay and chat leisurely with the 
baristas. They love what they do 
and it shows. 

Mulberry Coffeehouse
193 James Street North
Located in the existing Hotel 
Hamilton building, the cof-
feehouse is bustling from the ear-
ly hours of the morning to night. 
The space is inviting; airy with 
beautiful natural light streaming 
in, exposed brick walls adorned 
with the work of local artists,  
the aroma of fresh baked goods 
and brewed coffee. You can 
see the attention to detail and 
thought that went into designing 
it. “We wanted to maintain the  
integrity of the building and 
respect for its age and character,” 
says Ella Sheppard. “It has a feel-
ing that’s all its own.”

Parkermanns Fine Tea Co. 
47 King Street East
A quaint tea shop in olde  
Stoney Creek, Parkermanns offers 
over 100 varieties of loose leaf 
tea that can be enjoyed hot or 
cold. From white to black, and 
peach green tea to Champagne 
tea from the Niagara region, 
there’s a cup for you. Local 
honey, seasonal preserves and 
freshly baked cookies and scones 
are the perfect complement.  
Plus tea readings happen Mon-
day and Wednesday afternoons.



EarliEr Eras

Some local ‘Historic Sites’ worth a visit:
Dundurn Castle, 610 York Blvd., Hamilton
Battlefield House Museum, 77 King St. West , Stoney Creek
HMCS Haida,  658 Catharine Street North, Hamilton
Westfield Heritage Village, 1049 Kirkwall Road, Rockton
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Battlefield House 
Museum & Park    
Cozy and quiet Stoney Creek 
makes an appearance in the hist-
ory books. This present-day Hamil-
ton ‘burb was the site of the Battle 
of Stoney Creek during the War of 
1812, and is considered a turning 
point in the defence of what was 
then Upper Canada. When 3,000 
American forces invaded the area 
on June 5 1813, 700 British sol-
diers retaliated the next morning 
before sunrise. Lasting less than 
45 minutes, the bloodshed was 
great on both sides, but the battle 
was won by the British when 

they eventually captured the two 
senior American officers. The vic-
tory was pivotal in ensuring that 
Upper Canada’s existence would 
not be threatened further until it 
expanded to become the Province 
of Canada in 1841 and, eventually, 
Canada in 1867. The Battlefield 
House Museum & Park commem-
orates the battle’s bicentennial 
with historical demonstrations, 
including settlers and soldiers, 
one-of-a-kind merchants and the 
dramatic re-enactment of the brief 
battle that changed the course of 
this nation’s history. 
hamilton.ca/museums.

Doors Open Hamilton
Get out those walking shoes, 
plan your visits, then explore 
Hamilton’s amazing architec-
ture with open arms. As part 
of the Ontario Heritage Trust’s 
provincial-wide initiative, Doors 
Open Hamilton opens the doors 
to many of Hamilton’s landmark 
buildings to the public for free! 
Always the first weekend of May, 
this annual event celebrates the 

rich architecture, heritage and 
culture of our city. Doors Open 
traces its roots to European Herit-
age Days, or Doors Open Days. 
The earliest events were held in 
France (1984), The Netherlands 
(1987) and Scotland (1990). To-
day, there are hundreds of Doors 
Open programs worldwide. 
Hamilton’s began in 2003. Check 
website for time and locations. 
Free. doorsopenhamilton.ca.

Places of Worship
When it comes to impressive 
century-old churches, Hamilton 
has much to be proud of. With 
more than 50 churches in the 
city, these historic buildings are 
not just places of worship; they 
are Hamilton’s cultural herit-
age and prominent landmark 
buildings. Many are located just 
a stone’s throw away from the 
city’s hotspots. Walking along 
James St. South to the Hamilton 
GO Centre, you will see the Eng-
lish Gothic style St. Paul’s Pres-
byterian Church and its 180-foot 
spire – one of the few remaining 

in Canada. Located in the heart 
of downtown at 116 MacNab St. 
South, the MacNab Presbyterian 
Church, with its foundation stone 
laid by Isaac Buchanan, was built 
from whirlpool limestone by 
Scottish stonemasons in 1856-
1857. The McQuesten family of 
Whitehern had been known to at-
tend this church. Go west to 262 
Middletown Road, Dundas to visit 
the West Flamboro Presbyterian 
Church, one of the first stone 
buildings erected in Christie’s 
Corners. Its congregation, formed 
in 1832, just celebrated its 180th 
anniversary. 

Historic Sites

The historic — and restored 
— Lister Block building in 
downtown Hamilton.



sir allan MacNab 
completed Dundurn 
Castle in 1835. Con-
struction took three 
years to complete.

HAUNTED HAMILTON
If you love a good ghost story, then the Haunted Hamilton Ghost Walks 
will be right up your (dark) alley.  Started by Stephanie and Daniel 
Cumerlato, Haunted Hamilton Ghost walks offers creepy excursions in 
and around the city, including tours of some of our most notorious – and 
haunted – buildings. Our favourite is their “Hamilton’s Dark History Walk,” 
which examines the city’s criminal past and visits the sites of cold-blood-
ed mob hits, executions and other examples of murder most foul, includ-
ing the notorious Evelyn Dick, who is said to have killed her husband. For 
more information, visit  hauntedhamilton.com.

Our History & Heritage
Hamilton has its modern origins in 
and around the War of 1812, and 
luckily many testaments to this 
rich past are still standing today. 
A great place to start is Dundurn 
Castle (610 York Blvd.), the home 
of Sir Allan Napier MacNab, Pre-
mier of the United Canadas from 
1854-56. Originally the site of a 
British Military outpost during the 
War of 1812, MacNab incorporated 
elements of the fortified supply 
depot when he built his home 
in 1830. Today, the prominent 
Victorian-era home has been re-
stored to its state in the mid-1800s 
and is brought to life by costumed 
guides. Another part of Hamilton’s 
history is Whitehern Historic House 

The Hamilton & Scourge 
National Historic site
During the War of 1812, Hamilton 
was home to a decisive English 
victory which kept the Americans 
from gaining a foothold in what 
was then Upper Canada, so it’s 
no surprise that evidence of the 
war can be found all over the 
area. One of the more interesting 
examples are the shipwrecks of 
the Hamilton and the Scourge. 
Merchant schooners, pressed into 
service and outfitted with heavy 
artillery, both sank in a sudden 
squall just after midnight on Au-
gust 8, 1813. The ships currently 
sit upright and intact 90 metres 
(300 feet) beneath the surface 
of Lake Ontario. The wrecks have 
been visited by diving exped-
itions from around the world, 
including a visit from famous 

in 1874, The Hamilton 
street railway (Hsr) 
began offering horse-
drawn public transporta-
tion, lasting until 1892.

in 1878, the first tele-
phone exchange in 
the British Empire was 
opened in Hamilton by 
Hugh Cossart Baker.

explorer Jacques Cousteau in 
1980. A memorial plaque was 
erected in Confederation Park 
to commemorate the ships and 
the unique glimpse they provide 
into the military and social life of 
early 19th-century Canada. On 
September 21, 2013 a memorial 
service will be held to commem-
orate the 200th anniversary of 
the sinking of the Hamilton and 
the Scourge, as well as to honour 
the 53 sailors who lost their lives. 
Visit 1812Hamilton.com.

& Garden (41 Jackson St.), an im-
pressive estate that was home to 
the McQuesten family and retains 
many of their original possessions, 
spanning the Georgian, Victorian 
and Edwardian eras. There is also 
Battlefield House (77 King St. W.), 
which was built in 1796 and stood 
through the Battle of Stoney Creek, 
where the British won a decisive 
victory defending Upper Can-
ada from the Americans. Finally, 
be sure to make the trip to the 
Westfield Heritage Village (1049 
Kirkwall Rd.), a collection of over 
30 historical buildings which have 
been carefully restored and popu-
lated with costumed interpreters 
who provide a glimpse into early 
Canadian culture.

Canadian Warplane 
Heritage Museum
Ever wanted to climb into the 
cockpit of a 15,800 lb jetfighter? 
Or perhaps you’re a history buff 
who just wants to learn more 
about Canadian military aircraft? 
Either way you can get up close 
and personal with an impres-
sive selection of genuine military 
aircraft at the Canadian Warplane 
Heritage Museum. As the premier 
Canadian aviation museum, it 
houses 36 vintage and modern 
military planes. The museum offers 
guided tours, flight simulators and 
boasts at least 4,000 books, a few 
thousand periodicals and artifacts 
ranging from antique aircraft parts 
and medals to pilot log books. Did 
we mention that the museum is 

the proud owner of a World War II 
Allied bomber, the Avro Lancaster; 
it’s one of the last two in the world 
that is still in flying condition. 
Keep an eye out for the annual 
Hamilton Airshow (June 15-16) for 
magnificent displays of iconic war-
planes. Located at the Hamilton 
International Airport. Open all year 
round 9am to 5pm. Learn more at 
warplane.com.
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The infamous Evelyn 
Dick has fascinated  
Hamiltonians for 
decades.
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The War of 1812

Re-enactment of the Battle of Stoney Creek 
June 1-2, 2013, Battlefield House  
Museum & Park
The year 2013 marks the 200th anniversary 
of this pivotal battle. Experience the drama, 
pageantry and excitement of the Battle of 
Stoney Creek of June 6, 1813, one of the most 
important events in Canada’s history. Bring the 
whole family for games, food, demonstrations, 
musical entertainment, fireworks and the Re-
enactment itself. Visit battlefieldhouse.ca for 
more information.

Canadian International Military Tattoo 
June 8-9, 2013, Copps Coliseum
Don’t miss this inspiring 2-1/2 hour show of 
stirring music, dancing, pipes and drums and 
military displays. The Tattoo will feature a com-
memoration of the Battle of Stoney Creek, and 
vignettes depicting several historic aspects of 
the battle. The grand finale will bring together 
all the performers in a spectacular presentation 
to honour those soldiers both past and present. 
For ticket and show information visit canadian
militarytattoo.ca.

TALL SHIPS® Hamilton 
June 28-30, 2013, Pier 8
Tall ships travelled the Great Lakes during the 
War of 1812, and they return again in 2013 as 
part of the TALL SHIPS® 1812 Tour. The excite-
ment will begin June 28 with the Parade of Sail 
and Opening Ceremonies. Daily June 29 and 
30 visitors can go aboard the ships and sail on 
selected ships (for a fee), enjoy free on-land 
activities, music, food and more. Return for July 
1 Canada Day celebrations at nearby Bayfront 
and Pier 4 Parks. Fireworks begin at dusk.

Hamilton & Scourge Memorial
September 21, 2013, Dundurn NHS
Join us for a full day of events to celebrate  
200 years of peace and remember the 53 
American sailors who lost their lives during the 
sinking of the United States Navy schooners 
Hamilton & Scourge, in August of 1813. Experi-
ence the debut of On-the-Water, a film made 
during the recent commemoration ceremony 
over the site of the sunken ships. Enjoy music, 
children’s activities and free admission to Dun-
durn Castle and the Hamilton Military Museum 
beginning at 12 pm.

It’s Happening HERE!
In addition to these four Signature Events, are 
over 30 special events commemorating Hamil-
ton’s War of 1812 Bicentennial in 2013. For more 
information about upcoming commemorative 
activities, visit 1812hamilton.com.

Arriving under a parade of sail on Canada Day 
long weekend, these magnificent and majestic 
Tall Ships will excite the imaginations of both 
young and old. 

 In September, the City will also recognize  
the loss of some 53 seamen in the sinking  
of the Hamilton & Scourge in August 1813, 
that today, rest under 300 feet of water in Lake 
Ontario.

Also, in 1912, the 100-foot-high Battlefield 
Monument was unveiled to commemorate  
100 years of peace between Canada and  
the United States.

Smith’s Knoll Monument is a moving memo-
rial to the fallen four Nations soldiers during 
the Battle of Stoney Creek. 

Our War of 1812 heritage is rich, and the  
number of commemorative events will help  
tell many different stories:
• Nationalism and divided loyalties
• Suffering and sacrifice
• But most importantly, 200 years of peace  
and cooperation between two nations.

Those stories are being told here in Hamilton.

The War of 1812 is an important chapter in  
our history that helped to shape Canada’s iden-
tity, 200 years ago. In Hamilton, we have a long 
history of legacy work commemorating the  
War of 1812.

This year, that work is being brought to the 
forefront as we are set to feature Hamilton’s 
crucial role in the nation-defining conflict. One 
of the must-see commemorative  events of the 
year is the Re-enactment of the Battle of Stoney 
Creek, which is the longest continually running 
War of 1812 re-enactment in North America, 
featuring more than 600 battlefield re-enactors 
and merchants.

Also making a return to Hamilton this sum-
mer is the Canadian International Military 
Tattoo’s inspiring show of music, and military 
displays with a special feature honouring the 
Battle of Stoney Creek.

We are also pleased to welcome exciting  
summer waterfront entertainment with the 
arrival of the TALL SHIPS® Hamilton 1812 Tour 
to Pier 8 as part of the Great Lakes 2013 TALL 
SHIPS CHALLENGE.

One of the must-see commemorative  
events of the year is the Re-enactment 
of the Battle of Stoney Creek, June 1-2.

It happened here, in Hamilton, 200 years ago – events 
that defined the War of 1812 and the 200 years of peace that 

followed between the United States and Canada. Experience 
the urgency of battle, the honour of remembrance, the grandeur 

of Tall Ships and the forging of peace – all in Hamilton.

BATTLE OF STONEY CREEK PHOTO BY SHARON MATTHEWS-STEVENS



2013 Signature Event

Re-enactment of the Battle of Stoney Creek
June 1-2, 2013

2013 Signature Event
Hamilton & Scourge Memorial 
September 21, 2013

2013 Signature EventCanadian International Military TattooJune 8-9, 2013

2013 Signature Event

TALL SHIPS® Hamilton

June 28-30, 2013

 HAMILTON WAR OF 1812 BICENTENNIAL 

IT’S HAPPENING HERE

For a full list of War of 1812 
Bicentennial commemorative 
events and programs, visit 
1812HAMILTON.COM

PATHWAYS TO PEACE
WESTERN CORRIDOR WAR OF 1812-1814

westerncorridor1812.com
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Battlefield House Museum & Park
77 King st. W., stoney creek
905.662.8458  hamilton.ca/museum
If there’s any year to visit this historic landmark, 2013 
is it — this year marks the 200th anniversary of the Bat-
tle of Stoney Creek during the War of 1812. It was on 
this very spot in June 1813 that the battle took place, 
and history has been preserved at this Georgian col-
onial home built in 1796, at the base of the Niagara Es-
carpment. Battlefield House stands not far from a 1913 
monument commemorating a century of peace with 
the United States. Stroll the 32-acre grounds (which 
connect to the Bruce Trail) or tour the home. The bicen-
tennial events include a ceremony to commemorate the 
100th anniversary of the Battlefield Monument (May 
31) and battle re-enactments (Jun 1, 3:30pm, 8:30pm 
and Jun 2, 2pm). Admission fee includes a wristband 
which allows unlimited re-entry to the event on Sat and 
Sun. Adults $10, youths $5, children 5 and under free.
Also visit during autumn for the harvest-themed Apple 
Festival or during the holiday season to experience 
Christmas as it was in Upper Canada during the 1830s. 
Open year-round from Tue-Sun 12-4pm.  Closed Mon-
days, Good Friday, Canada Day, Christmas Day, Box-
ing Day and New Year’s Day. Regular admission: adults 
$6.75, seniors/students $5.75, children $4.75, children 
under 5 free, family rate $17.00.

Canadian Football Hall of Fame
58 Jackson st. W., hamilton 
905.528.7566  cfhof.ca
Hamilton’s rugged football history is richly evident in 
the Canadian Football Hall of Fame. The museum is 
divided into three sections: the Heritage Zone, which 
hosts footage from the 1909 Grey Cup; the Zone of 
Champions, with an interactive computer exhibit; and 
the Hands-On Zone, where activities enhance your 
trip and test your football knowledge. Open Tue-Sat 
from 9:30am-4:30pm; closed statutory holidays and 
long weekends. Admission: adults $7, seniors/stu-
dents $3.50, children 5 and under free, family rate 
$16 (plus taxes). 

Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum
9280 airport rd., mount hope
905.679.4183  warplane.com
Located at Hamilton International Airport, the Canadian 
Warplane Heritage Museum is a living museum featur-
ing the aircraft used by Canadians or Canada’s military 
from the beginning of World War II up to the present. 
The Museum’s collection includes aircraft that really fly 
and several that remain on static display and are inter-
active workshops. The Museum also takes visitors back 
through history using  interactive video displays, mov-
ies, photographs and memorabilia. The CWHM is home 
to over 40 vintage aircraft, including over 25 historic 
aircraft preserved and maintained in flying condition. 
Climb into the cockpit of a WWII trainer or Avro CF-
100 jet fighter and discover the nuts-and-bolts history 
of warplanes. Interactive flight combat simulators give 
you the chance to test your skills. Or consider a CWHM 
Membership, now with an upgrade option that includes 
a flight in one of the museum’s WWII aircraft – Boeing 
Stearman, North American Harvard, DC3 Dakota, Beech 
18, Chipmunk, Cornell, Tiger Moth, Westland Lysander, 
Fairey Firefly, PBY Canso, B25 Mitchell and the legend-
ary Avro Lancaster bomber. Open 9am-5pm daily; closed 
Dec 25-26 and Jan 1. Admission: $12.00 adults, $11.00 
seniors 65+, $11.00 students (13 - 17), $8.00 child (6 - 
12), children 5 and under free. Price now includes H.S.T. 
Prices subject to change during special events. 

Cathedral of Christ the King 
714 King st. W., hamilton
905.522.5744  christthekingcathedral.org 
Built in 1933, this stately limestone cathedral is an 
impressive visual signature. Its Gothic bell tower, 
patterned after the Cathedral of Notre-Dame’s Tour 
de Beurre, stands 165 feet tall from the cornerstone 
(which was excavated from the Roman catacombs of 
St. Pamphilus) to the seven-foot bronze cross that caps 
the structure. The bells ring and doors open for mass 
Sat 9am and 5pm, Sun 11am and 4pm and Tues-Fri 8am 
at the Marian Chapel. 
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Looking for nearby cycling routes,
fishing spots, trails or local food?

There’s a map for that!

www.TourismHaldimand.ca
1.800.863.9607
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Crooks’ Hollow  
crooks’ hollow rd., Greensville  
905.628.3060  conservationhamilton.ca
This settlement bordering Spencer’s Creek was estab-
lished in 1813 by ambitious Scottish industrialist James 
Crooks. Though the ruins of the settlement are at best 
a faint outline, it once included a variety of mills (in-
cluding Ontario’s first paper mill), distillery, cooper-
age, tannery, clothing factory, foundry, general store 
and inn. The original stone grist mill operated until 
1934, when it was razed by fire. The Hamilton Con-
servation Authority owns and manages several prop-
erties in the area, where a self-guiding trail winds past 
the settlement ruins. 

Doors Open Hamilton  May 4-5 (‘13) May 3-4 (‘14)
Various locations, hamilton
905.540.5086  doorsopenhamilton.ca
As part of a province-wide initiative from the Ontario 
Heritage Trust, Doors Open Hamilton serves to cele-
brate, inform and educate citizens and visitors of 
the architectural, historical and cultural sites in and 
around Hamilton. The lineup this year will feature 
over 50 unique spaces across the city. These sites are 
typically either not open to the public or charge an ad-
mission fee. Check website for times. Free. 

Dundas Museum & Archives
139 Park st. W., Dundas
905.627.7412  dundasmuseum.ca
Re-opening in late Spring 2013 as a fully accessible 
facility, come discover the evolution of Dundas from 
the time of the glaciers’ slow carving of the valley to 
today’s vibrant community. Includes the permanent 
exhibit Cradled in the Valley: Stories of Dundas, and 
a rotating gallery of exhibits. Also visit the Doctor’s 
Office, first built in 1848 and used by Dundas phys-
icians until 1974 when it was moved to its new loca-
tion next to the museum. Check website for hours. 
Admission by donation.

Dundurn National Historic Site
610 York Blvd., hamilton
905.546.2872  hamilton.ca/museum
Once home to the wealthy lawyer, landowner and pol-
itician Sir Allan Napier MacNab (1798-1862), this Re-
gency-style 1835 villa has been restored to reflect an 
upscale 19th century lifestyle, with costumed staff 
completing the atmosphere. Dundurn Park is also 
home to the Victorian Kitchen Garden and Hamilton 
Military Museum (admission is included with Dundurn 
admission). Open: Jul 1-Labour Day Tue-Sun11am-
4pm; Labour Day-Jun 30 Tue-Sun 12-4pm; closed Good 
Friday, Dec 25-26 and Jan 1. Admission: adults $11.25, 
seniors/students $9.25, children 6-12 $5.75, children 
under 5 free, family rate $28.  

Fieldcote Memorial Park & Museum
64 sulphur springs rd., ancaster
905.648.8144 hamilton.ca/museum
Originally a Tudor-style English cottage built in 1948 on  
seven acres of Ancaster farmland, Fieldcote Memor-
ial Park & Museum showcases the cultural heritage of 
Ancaster. Enjoy a wide variety of music at the Music 
at Fieldcote concert series (Sundays, 7-8:30pm), fea-
turing performers such as Treasa Levasseur with Ken 
Whitely (Jul 7); Weston Silver Band featuring Heather 
Bambrick (Jul 14); Barbra Lica (Jul 21); Our Love Is 
Here To Stay: A Gershwin Celebration (Jul 28); Nathan 
Rogers (Aug 4); Jack de Keyzer (Aug 11); Fullset (Aug 
18) and Compadres featuring James Keelaghan and 
Oscar Lopez (Aug 25). (Perfomers subject to change.) 
Musical performances cancelled in event of inclem-
ent weather. Open Tue-Sat 1-5pm or by appointment; 
gardens and walking trails always open. Admission: 
adults $3.50, seniors/students $3, children 6-12 $2.50, 
children under 5 free (when accompanied by an adult), 
family rate $9.

Giant’s Rib Discovery Centre
650 Governors rd., Dundas
giantsrib.ca
This not-for-profit organization was created to tell the 
story of the Niagara Escarpment and to promote uses 
that will ensure retention of its natural state for future 
generations. Public educational lectures and tours are 
offered to interpret the Niagara Escarpment through 

Real People. Real Stories. Real Adventure!

Five National Historic Sites of Canada 
Family time at the Hamilton Children’s Museum 
Arts, heritage & music at Fieldcote Memorial 
Park & Museum 
Band concerts at Dundurn National Historic Site
Children’s birthday parties  

Educational Programming 
Picturesque Wedding Facilities 
Unique Photo Opportunities 
Corporate & Family Facilities

Enjoy

Experience

Discover

Hours of entertainment for you and your family
Over 150 annual festivals, events and exhibitions
Unique hands-on workshops

DUNDURN NATIONAL 
HISTORIC SITE

Dundurn Castle
Hamilton Military Museum 

The Castle Shop at Dundurn
905-546-2872

dundurn@hamilton.ca

WHITEHERN HISTORIC 
HOUSE & GARDEN

905-546-2018
whitehern@hamilton.ca

BATTLEFIELD HOUSE 
MUSEUM & PARK

905-662-8458
battlefield@hamilton.ca

HAMILTON MUSEUM
OF STEAM &
TECHNOLOGY
905-546-4797

steammuseum@hamilton.ca

HAMILTON
CHILDREN’S MUSEUM

905-546-4848 
childrensmuseum@hamilton.ca

FIELDCOTE MEMORIAL 
PARK & MUSEUM

905-648-8144 
fieldcote@hamilton.ca

GRIFFIN HOUSE
905-648-8144

griffinhouse@hamilton.ca

Walk a mile in 
their shoes! 

www.hamilton.ca/museums 



geographical, geological, historical, agricultural, en-
vironmental and cultural experiences. View the dis-
plays and presentations at the Dundas Valley Conserv-
ation Area Trail Centre or visit the website for special 
event information. 

Griffin House National Historic Site
733 mineral springs road, ancaster
905.546.2424 ext 7220 hamilton.ca/museum
Fieldcote Memorial Park & Museum offers tours of 
Griffin House, once the home of Enerals Griffin, his 
wife Priscilla and their children. Born into slavery in 
Virginia, Griffin escaped to Canada in 1828-29 via the 
Underground Railroad. Their four-room house, lo-
cated just west of the Hermitage ruins, has been re-
stored to the pre-1850 period as a testament to the 
courage of those who made the journey to freedom. 
Designated a National Historic Site in 2008, Griffin 
House is open July to September on Sundays from 
1-4pm.  Donations gladly accepted. 

Hamilton & Scourge Memorial
610 York Blvd., hamilton
905.546.2872  1812hamilton.com
On September 21, 2013 a full day of free events to re-
member the plight of those lost and to honour the fas-
cinating relics takes place at Dundurn National His-
toric Site, with music, children’s activities, military 
drills and dress-up. Additional performances will in-
clude: Hamilton Aerial Group with an artistic impres-
sion of the sinking of Hamilton & Scourge; choral 
music by the Bach Elgar Choir; giant puppet charac-
ters; puppet shows in the Cockpit theatre by Studio 
Babette; marching and dress-up with the naval and 
military re-enactors; a hands-on discovery gallery, 
as well as fun and fanciful food from local Hamilton 
food trucks. The day also features the debut of On-
the-Water, a film made during the recent commem-
oration ceremony over the site of the sunken ships. 
Free admission to Dundurn Castle and the Hamil-
ton Military Museum is available between 12pm and 
4pm for the event.

Hamilton Cemetery
777 York Blvd., hamilton
905.546.4704
This popular and offbeat Historical Perceptions cem-
etery tours provide an opportunity to learn about 
many historically significant Hamiltonians. Through 
the tour you’ll learn about Robert Land (Hamilton’s 
first settler), Isabella Whyte (believed by some to be 
the half-sister of Britain’s Queen Victoria), Adelaide 
Hoodless (a founder of The Women’s Institute), U.S. 
Army officer William Winer Cooke (who died along-
side Custer at Little Bighorn) and over 30 of the city’s 
past mayors. Filled with Victorian gravestone art, the 
Hamilton Cemetery is also the location of fortification 
ruins dating back to the War of 1812. Cemetery is open 
year-round; closed from dusk to dawn. Presented by 
local historian Robin McKee, Historical Perceptions 
tours begin at 11am starting at the Gatehouse across 
from Dundurn Castle and run about two hours, rain or 
shine. Scheduled tours this season include Past May-
ors Tour (Jul 6), Masonic Tour (Aug 17, Oct 19), Civil 
War Tour (Jul 27, Aug 3, Oct 26), Firefighters Tour (Aug 
31), War of 1812 Tour (frequently; check website), Dis-
asters Tour (Jun 22, Jul 20, Sep 7), Hamilton 1st Tour 
(Sep 21-22) and Power of the City Tour (Sept 28). Call 
905.544.9559 or visit hamiltonhistory.ca for more info.

Hamilton Children’s Museum
1072 main st. E. (Gage Park), hamilton
905.546.4848  hamilton.ca/museum
Children are invited to get hands-on with the various 
exhibits at the Children’s Museum, a kid-friendly des-
tination that’s been a popular interactive wonderland 
for kids of all ages for over a quarter-century. Exhibits 
change regularly and special events happen almost 
weekly, so call ahead for a schedule. Open Apr-Sep 
Tue-Sat 9:30am-3:30pm; Oct-Mar Wed-Sat 9:30am-
3:30pm, Sun 11am-4pm; closed Mondays/stat holi-
days. Admission: children 1-13 $3.75, 13 and up $1.75, 
family $8.25.

The Hamilton Military Museum
610 York Blvd., hamilton 
905.546.2872 hamilton.ca/museum
The 2012-2015 bicentennial of the War of 1812 will 
mark the 200th anniversary of significant military 
activity in Hamilton, and thus the city will mark the 
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Great
BrandsEven Greater Prices

Mon.- Sat.*: 10am-9pm
Sun. and Holidays: 10am-6pm

*Sat. (Jan.1- Apr.30): 10am-6pm
Open All Year (except Dec. 25th)

Lundy’s Lane @ QEW

Visit www.canadaoneoutlets.com
for current sales events.



War of 1812 bicentennial with commemorative 
events and activities. Visit website often for event 
information. Also revisit World War II through a 
variety of memorabilia including weapons, uni-
forms, medals and artifacts associated with the 
army, navy and air force. Open Jul 1-Labour Day 
Tue-Sun 11am-4pm, Labour Day-Jun 30 Tue-Sun 
12am-4pm; closed Good Friday, Dec 25-26 and Jan 
1. Admission is included with a full-price ticket to 
Dundurn Castle: adults $3.75, seniors/students 
$3.25, children 6-12 $2.75, children under 5 free, 
family rate $8.75. 

Hamilton Museum of Steam & Technology
900 Woodward ave., hamilton
905.546.4797  hamilton.ca/museum
Relive the Industrial Revolution as you tour Hamil-
ton’s original public works site, North America’s only 
surviving waterworks from the mid-19th century. Two 
45-foot, 70-ton steam engines which pumped the first 
clean water to the city over 140 years ago still occupy 
the property, paying tribute to the magnificent engin-
eering of the era (one engine operates as a demonstra-
tion every day). These Canadian-made engines are the 
oldest surviving examples in the nation. The Water-
works Pumping Station is a National Historic Site as 
well as a Civil and Power Engineering Landmark. The 
museum offers various permanent and changing ex-
hibits. They also feature a wide range of special events 
that are fun for the whole family. Open year-round Tue-
Sun 12-4pm; closed Dec 25-26 and Jan 1, and some 
other holidays (call to confirm). Admission:  adults 
$6.75, seniors/students $5.75, children 6-12 $4.75, chil-
dren 5 and under free, family rate $17.

Hermitage Ruins and Gatehouse 
sulphur springs rd. at mineral springs, ancaster
905.648.4427
For decades, this 100-hectare estate was home to 
the family of George Gordon Browne Leith (son of a 
Scottish baronet) and their servants. The Hermitage 
burned almost completely in October 1934, but Leith’s 
daughter built a small home inside the ruins where she 
lived until her death in 1942. The Gatehouse was built 
around this time and it now serves as a museum, pay-
ing tribute to the family and their magnificent estate, 
the ruins of which have garnered attention from both 
historians and paranormal buffs. The Hermitage ruins 
have been stabilized by the Hamilton Conservation Au-
thority and are interpreted to the public at the gate-
house museum which displays artifacts and a model 
of the mansion from the 1865 era. Group tours of The 
Gatehouse and Hermitage Ruins run by appointment. 
Call for admission rates.

HMCS Haida
Pier 9, 658 catharine st. n., hamilton
905.526.6742  pc.gc.ca/haida
A National Historic Site of Canada, the HMCS Haida 
is a prime example of the Tribal Class destroyers 
built for the Royal Canadian Navy, the Royal Navy 
and the Royal Australian Navy in the World War II per-
iod. Commissioned into the Royal Canadian Navy in 
1943, the Haida served in many theatres of operation 
through WWII and, after a post-war refit, through Ko-
rean War and Cold War situations until she was de-
commissioned in 1963. History comes alive as visitors 
experience how sailors lived, worked and fought 
aboard Canada’s most famous warship. Visitors are 
invited to explore all 377 feet of this heroic ship (in-
cluding mess decks, guns, Captain’s cabin and bridge) 
on a self-guided tour. Open daily Jul 1-Sep 3, 10am-
5pm (Thu 10am-7pm); Sep 6-Oct7 Thu-Sun 10am-
5pm; May 21-Jun 30 Thu-Mon 10am-5pm.  Admis-
sion: adults $3.90, seniors $3.40, youth $1.90, family 
or group $9.80. Facilities also available to rent; call 
for information and prices.
McMaster’s W. J. McCallion Planetarium
Burke science Building, mcmaster university
1280 main st. W., hamilton
905.525.9140 ext 27777
physics.mcmaster.ca/planetarium 
This was Ontario’s first planetarium to offer shows to 
the public. The first projector was purchased in 1949, 
replaced in 1992 and again recently when it underwent 
a major renovation that included new equipment, the-
atre-style seating and the latest in digital technology. 
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Facilities OPEN 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.  
May 1st to Thanksgiving Monday

For further information please call 905.692.3228

www.npca.ca
Like us on 
Facebook

Follow us on 
Twitter @NPCA_Ontario

New Amenity*
Cable Wakeboard 
System is at Binbrook 
Conservation Area
* Separate Fee Applies

Visit Binbrook Conservation Area
and enjoy a breath of fresh air...

it’s like cottage country close to home.

 

Purchase an 
annual membership 
pass and 
enjoy Binbrook 
Conservation Area’s 
amenities again 
and again...

Located in Hamilton at 5050 Harrison Road  
(GPS Coordinates 43.0966337171, -79.8285832057 ) 



In the early days, a war-surplus parachute was sus-
pended from the ceiling and used as the planetar-
ium dome; things are much more sophisticated these 
days. Public shows consist of two halves: a general 
introduction to the night sky, including famous con-
stellations and apparent motions of the celestial ob-
jects, followed by an in-depth slide show on the par-
ticular theme of the public show.  Shows are usually 
one hour in length and limited to 35 attendees. Shows 
held in the evenings; call or visit website to check 
show schedule and times. Admission: $5/person, paid 
at door (reservations are mandatory). 

TALL SHIPS® Hamilton
Pier 8, 47 Discovery Dr., hamilton
905.546.2424 x 5771  1812hamilton.com 
The excitement will begin June 28 with the Parade of 
Sail, 2pm to 4pm and Opening Ceremonies. Daily June 
29 and 30 visitors can go aboard the ships and sail on 
selected ships (for a fee). Be transported back to 1813 
and explore naval history and the traditions and trades 
of the time. Kids, teens, and adults alike will enjoy a 
wide variety of free and unique activities such as his-
torical boat building, nautical printmaking, a Bicen-
tennial themed quilt exhibition, a curated craft show, 
and artist-painted tattoos.  Featuring several inter-
active theatre experiences and live historical music 
performances, festival goers will feel that they have 
stumbled through a time warp to an 1813 wharf!  Sea 
shanties will give way to modern rock, indie and soul 
acts on the Waterfront Stage each evening and spec-
tacular Canada Day Fireworks at nearby Bayfront & 
Pier 4 Parks, July 1st at dusk. Ship Deck Tours are $10, 
Children under 5 free. Harbour Tours on board Liana’s 
Ransom are $30, Children under 5 free (tours are for 
the day of purchase).

Westfield Heritage Village
1049 Kirkwall rd., rockton
519.621.8851 westfieldheritage.ca
Drop in on rural life during the 18th and 19th centuries 
as living history demonstrations are enacted in more 
than 30 historical buildings located on 130 hectares  
of meadows and woodlands. Open Sundays and holi-
days from April to October, 12:30-4pm.  Special events 
run from March to December with varying hours. Ad-
mission: adults $8.50, seniors/disabled $7.50, children 
6-12 $5.50, children under 6 free. Premium rates apply 
for our special event schedule; call or visit website to 
confirm event details. 

Whitehern Historic Home & Garden
41 Jackson st. W., hamilton
905.546.2018  hamilton.ca/museum
Built in 1852 and bordered by high stone walls, White-
hern and its terraced gardens capture how a Hamil-
ton industrialist lived during the 1930s. The wealthy 
McQuesten family called Whitehern home until 1968, 
when the last member died and the estate was willed 
to the city. The grounds are now a museum show-
casing the lifestyle of the family across generations 
and are a tapestry of various time periods – Geor-
gian, Victorian and Edwardian – juxtaposed with 
family possessions dating to 1939. On summer Wed-
nesdays, 12-2pm, bring your lunch and enjoy the gar-
den and all-you-can-drink lemonade while listening 
to live music. In December, experience Christmas as 
the McQuestens would have, from the Victorian era 
to the Jazz Age. Open year-round Tue-Sun 12-4pm. 
Closed Good Friday, Dec 25-26, Jan 1.  Admission: 
adults $6.75, students/seniors $5.75, children $4.75, 
children under 5 free, family rate $17.

Workers Arts and Heritage Centre
51 stuart st., hamilton
905.522.3003  wahc-museum.ca
An interpretive centre for workers’ history and cul-
ture, the Workers Arts and Heritage Centre is located 
in what was once the city’s Custom House, handling 
trade from the Port of Hamilton and the new Great 
Railway line. Building began in 1858 by teams of highly 
skilled stonecutters, stonemasons, carpenters and 
other craftworkers. The handsome Italianate struc-
ture was inspired by the Renaissance palaces of Rome 
and Florence. The building itself has a varied and in-
teresting history, and the WAHC celebrates Canada’s 
working people and their history. Open Wed-Fri 12-
4pm, Sat 10am-4pm. Admission by donation.

ConferenCe & event ServiCeS
McMaster University

McKay Hall 124, Hamilton, ON
905-525-9140 ext 24781/24783/26898

Fax: 905-524-2611    
Email: stay@mcmaster.ca
conference.mcmaster.ca

Plan to host your next 
meeting or event on 

McMaster’s beautiful 
campus nestled beside 
the nature trails of the 

Royal Botanical Gardens.

Exceptional conference, 
dining and recreation 

facilities to suit any group.

Our friendly, professional 
meeting planners look 

forward to working with  
you to ensure your 

conference or event 
experience is memorable.
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Christʼs Church Cathedral     252 James St. North

Featuring unique, handcrafted local goods: 
artworks, clothing, accessories, toys, bath & 
body, baked goods, upcycled materials & more.

themakersmarket@gmail.com
facebook.com/MakersMarketHamilton
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Visit Downtown Hamilton

arts

music
tastes

memoriesmemories

It’s where the arts come alive.

It’s where music moves you.

It’s where a thousand  
tastes meet at one place.

  It’s where your best memories live.

Downtown Hamilton – Find Your Place!
Gore Park Summer Promenade |  Wed, Thurs, Fri June 5 to August 30

Downtown Localicious Launch Party   | September 17 at Art Gallery of Hamilton
Downtown Localicious Experience  

September 20 - Oct 6 in Downtown Restaurants | www.downtownlocalicious.org
Christmas Light Up Ceremony & Santa in Gore Park | December 6 & 7

For more information call 905-523-1646 
www.downtownhamilton.org DwntwnHamBIADowntownhamiltonBia

Downtown_Hamilton 2.indd   27 4/5/13   3:03 PM



CROWD PLEASERS

Noteworthy local ‘festivals & fairs’
Festival of Friends (Aug 9-11)  creativearts.on.ca  @FestofFriends
Winona Peach Festival (Aug 23-25)  winonapeach.com  @WinonaPeachFest
Supercrawl (Sept 13-14)  supercrawl.ca  @supercrawl
Telling Tales Festival  (Sept 15)  tellingtales.org  @TellingTalesFFS

28  t o u r i s m h a m i l t o n . c o m

TALL SHIPS® Hamilton
What’s that on the shores of 
Hamilton’s Pier 8? No, not a mir-
age — TALL SHIPS® Hamilton is 
welcoming six tall ships June 28th 
to 30th. Pier 8 will host US Brig 
Niagara, Sorlandet, The Peace-
maker, Fair Jeanne, St. Lawrence II 
and Liana’s Ransom. These beaut-
ies pull into port as part of the War 
of 1812 bicentennial commem-
orations on the first afternoon of 
the three-day event. TALL SHIPS® 
Hamilton will also feature free 
programming that will leave event 
goers feeling that they have been 
transported to an 1813 wharf. Sea 

shanties will give way to modern 
rock, indie and soul acts on the 
Waterfront Stage Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday evening. Not satisfied 
with just standing on the sidelines 
and watching the sails flap in 
the wind? All aboard! Purchase a 
ticket, tour the ships and sail the 
waters for an experience of a life-
time. Deck Tour tickets are $10 per 
person, per day. A boarding pass 
provides visitors tours of all tall 
ships guided by the visiting crews. 
The tall ship Liana’s Ransom and 
the Hamilton Harbour Queen will 
operate harbour tours each day. 
1812Hamilton.com.

Supercrawl
Conceived by a group of 
downtown community leaders 
and artists and held annually 
in September, Supercrawl was 
originally intended as an exten-
sion of the monthly James Street 
North Artcrawl but has evolved 
into a showcase for the hardwork-
ing artists and musicians who call 
Hamilton home. Set amongst the 

backdrop of one of Hamilton’s 
oldest and most culturally diverse 
neighbourhoods, Supercrawl 
draws massive crowds — last 
year’s event attracted more than 
80,000 art and music loving 
punters — from all over Southern 
Ontario and has become a glow-
ing affirmation of the spirit and 
strength that has permeated the 
core of this city. Learn more at 
supercrawl.ca. 

Canadian International 
Military Tattoo   
Honour. Commemoration. 
Pageantry. Those powerful 
words are especially fitting when 
describing the 22nd Annual 
Canadian International Military 
Tattoo, this year part of the City 
of Hamilton’s bicentennial of 
the War of 1812. The event, held 
at Copps Coliseum in down-
town Hamilton, is an evening of 
distinction with music, marching 
and all the merriment that can 
be mustered while holding a 
musket. “It Happened Here, It’s 
Happening Here” is this year’s 

theme, with special emphasis 
on the Battle of Stoney Creek. 
Almost three hours of inspiration, 
including rousing music, dancing, 
pipes, drums and impressive mil-
itary displays await spectators on 
June 8th and 9th, and guest act 
The Corps of Drums of the Royal 
Anglian Regiment — coming from 
Great Britain for the spectacle — 
promises to thrill. Whether you’re 
a history enthusiast, a war buff 
or someone who loves grand 
displays of inspiration and stir-
ring artistry, be sure to catch this 
signature event. Learn more at 
canadianmilitarytattoo.ca. 

Festivals

Local lads Young 
Rival played at last 
year’s Supercrawl.

US BRIG NIAGARA PHOTO COURTeSY OF TALL SHIPS AMeRICA®;
YOUNG RIvAL PHOTO BY ALex CAIRNCROSS



In 1929, local lad George 
Dawson founded Stoney 

Creek Dairy from a small 
garage at the rear of his 
house on King Street.

Flower power
Hamilton has some gorgeous green spaces, and there’s no better way to 
show them off than the various flower shows and festivals springing up 
throughout the year. every year, Gage Park’s greenhouses bloom with 
the Fall Garden & Mum show featuring vibrant displays of gorgeous 
stems – more than 75,000 of them, in fact. Take in the Spring Tide Bulb 
Show, also at the park’s greenhouses, where expert horticulturists dis-
play glorious shoots and bulbs. visit hamiltoninbloom.com for more 
info. Royal Botanical Gardens, rbg.ca, brings the beauty with their Tulip 
Celebration, which offers their gorgeous azalea display, entertainment 
and lunch at the Rock Garden Tea House.

FaMIlY FuN
Ah, Summertime…if there isn’t 
a plenitude of outdoor celebra-
tions happening around you, 
then you’re certainly not in the 
Hamilton area! Long-time festival 
favourite — now in its 46th year   — 
the Winona Peach Festival always 
promises to be a sweet weekend, 
with quirky arts and crafts, good 
eats, a vintage car show, a midway 
and musical performances galore. 
Oh, and did we mention the 
peaches? Speaking of music, Chris-
tie Lake’s Greenbelt Harvest Picnic 
hosts big names for its one-day 
toe-tapping extravaganza (Feist 
was the fest’s big draw in 2012). 
Miss the traditional art of storytell-

AGH World Film Festival
Since its inception in 2009, The 
Art Gallery of Hamilton’s World 
Film Festival has become an 
important event in Hamilton’s 

Royal Botanical Gardens 
(RBG) were built during the 
Great Depression as a make-
work project under Hamil-
tonian T.B. McQuesten. 

developing film community. 
For those just interested in a 
great flick, the festival screens 
award-winning international, 
independent and Canadian films 
in multiple venues across the city. 
But if you’re a diehard cinephile 
looking for a more involved 
experience, the festival features 
talks with many of the directors, 
producers and actors involved in 
the pictures being showcased. Or 
if local is your thing, the festival 
closes with the Cinema Hamil-
ton Incite Awards, a celebration 
of Hamilton’s independent film 
scene that strives to reward 
and encourage local filmmakers 
through a showcase of the best 
submissions from the festivals 
that take place annually here in 
Hamilton. For more information, 
visit aghfilmfest.com.

ing? Rockton’s Telling Tales: A 
Family Festival of Stories will get 
your imagination soaring. Leave 
technology behind on this Sunday 
fun day and let your love for litera-
ture take you away. And if you’ve 
never been to It’s Your Festival, this 
Canada Day weekend is bound to 
be your best one yet. The country’s 
oldest and largest Canada Day 
festival, this annual event boasts a 
stellar musical lineup, unbeatable 
food, a youth talent search where 
your little stars can shine, a mid-
way, pony rides, Canada’s biggest 
birthday cake and so much more. 
Make no mistake – your Summer 
will be humming with Hamilton’s 
festive fairs and fiestas!

Music Festivals
If you love music, take advantage 
of the many festivals that take 
place annually across the city. A 
great place to start is the It’s Your 
Festival, itsyourfestival.ca, held in 
Gage Park every July long week-
end. Fun for the whole family, this 
festival boasts a children’s stage 
and midway, as well as some 
great music for Mum and Dad. For 
music lovers, there is the Festival 
of Friends, creativearts.on.ca, 
which has seen a host of local 
talent share the stage with global 
headliners. Held at the Ancaster 
Fair Grounds in August, this festival 
also has hundreds of vendors 
and artisans to explore between 
acts. And if art is your thing, don’t 
miss Supercrawl, supercrawl.ca. 

Located on James St. N. in the 
heart of downtown, Supercrawl 
boasts its share of music, but its 
main focus is on the vibrant com-
munity of artists that call Hamilton 
home. Speaking of local (music) 
artists, the Hamilton Music Awards, 
hamiltonmusicawards.com, an 
annual festival and conference 
held in November, bring together 
the best of Hamilton music for a 
raucous — and rolling — four-day 
event that celebrates the best 
of the city’s scene. And finally, 
September also has the Locke St. 
Festival, lockestreetfestival.com. 
This one-day event packs Locke 
Street with local vendors and 
artisans, as well as showcasing the 
shops and pubs that are nestled in 
this beautiful neighborhood. 
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Tammy Hext’s rich and 
textured work celebrate 
the medium of oil paint, 
tammyhext.com

The Rockton World’s Fair 
started way back in 1852 
when the inaugural Beverly 
Agricultural Society Fair 
was held in October 1852.



Tulip Celebration  Weekends in May 
royal Botanical Gardens, 680 Plains rd. W., Burlington
905.527.1158  rbg.ca
Make a visit to RBG part of your celebration of spring 
— see the colourful tulip display, the gorgeous aza-
lea collection, and catch the fresh green tips of new 
growth on the evergreens. Visit the Rock Garden Tea 
House for lunch each weekend.

Golden Horseshoe Live Steamer Days May 4-5
hamilton museum of steam & technology, 
900 Woodward ave., hamilton 905.546.4797
hamilton.ca/museum
Catch a ride on miniature coal-burning steam-pow-
ered trains and witness the social and mechanical 
life of Canada’s early industrial revolution. Housed 
in a 150-year-old Waterworks, this National Historic 
Site preserves two 70-ton steam engines, perhaps the 
oldest surviving Canadian-built engines. The historic 
Hamilton Waterworks is a Civil and Power Engineer-
ing Landmark. 11am - 4pm. Free event and museum ad-
mission. Additional Live Steamers Days monthly from 
May to September, check website for dates and details.

Smith’s Knoll Memorial Parade and Service May 31
Battlefield house museum & Park, 77 King st. W., 
stoney creek 905.662.8458  hamilton.ca/museums
The Smith’s Knoll Memorial Parade and Service 
will commemorate those who fought in the Battle 
of Stoney Creek, and will include a rededication of 
Battlefield Cemetery at Smith’s Knoll. (7pm to 9pm) 
Visit website for details.

Concession Street Fest  Jun 1 
concession street shopping District, hamilton
concessionstreet.net
Dubbed Hamilton Mountain’s largest one-day event, 
this alcohol-free fest offers family fun, entertain-
ment and general fun in the sun. Traffic shuts down 
on this otherwise busy artery of Hamilton for street 
sales, patio food service and lots of activities for the 
kinds, like face painting, a petting zoo and an inflat-
able bouncer - all free. 11am-6pm.

Hamilton Blues & Roots  Jun 1 
Westdale Village, King st. W., hamilton
westdalevillage.ca
Never been to the historic and beautiful Westdale 

neighbourhood in Hamilton? The Westdale Village 
BIA is giving you the perfect opportunity with their 
community-wide event. Live music, food and drink 
abound on this cozy strip. Feel part of an era gone 
by with the Westdale Theatre, the city’s only remain-
ing one-screen movie house, as the backdrop for the 
day’s festivities.  Check website for more informa-
tion and events.

Re-enactment of the Battle of 
Stoney Creek  June 1-2

Battlefield house museum & Park, 77 King st. W., 
stoney creek 905.662.8458  hamilton.ca/museums 
Two hundred years of peace in what used to be Upper 
Canada is the theme for this annual re-enactment of 
a pivotal siege in the War of 1812. Discover Canadian 
heritage and bring the whole family and re-live first-
hand the thrill and pageantry of the June 6, 1813 battle. 
Visit the encampment and mingle with early 19th cen-
tury settlers and soldiers as they go about their daily 
life. Shop among one-of-a-kind merchants. Witness 
historical demonstrations of cooking, dancing, black-
smithing and more. Food, games, musical entertain-
ment. Wander through the original 200-year-old Gage 
homestead. Step back in time and listen to the Indian 
war hero Tecumseh as he recounts his life. The bicen-
tennial events include History in Action Day (May 30), 
a ceremony to commemorate the 100th anniversary 
of the Battlefield Monument (May 31, 1pm) and bat-
tle re-enactments (Jun 1, 3:30, 8:30pm and Jun 2, 2pm). 
Admission fee includes a wristband which allows un-
limited re-entry to the event on Sat and Sun. Adults $10, 
youths $5, children 5 and under free.

Gore Park Summer Promenade  Jun 5-Aug 30
Gore Park, King and James sts., hamilton
905.523.1646  downtownhamilton.org
Experience the outdoor promenade in the heart of his-
toric Gore Park in Hamilton’s bustling downtown core, 
with artisan and craft vendors, music, antiques and 
collectibles, food vendors and trucks. Wed-Fri 11am-
5:30 pm. Free admission.

Dundas International Buskerfest  June 7-9
Various locations, downtown Dundas
downtowndundas.ca

Jugglers, comedians, stilt-walkers, puppeteers and 
other street performers from around the globe con-
verge on downtown Dundas for this high-spirited fes-
tival. The weekend also includes arts and crafts, live 
music, a children’s area and more. Free.

Ancaster Heritage Days  June 8-9
Various locations, ancaster
ancasterheritagedays.com
A community event dating back to 1979, Heritage Days 
features special tours and exhibits, plus musical enter-
tainment and arts and crafts presentations, all cele-
brating Ancaster’s Upper Canada heritage. The week-
end starts with a parade and culminates in a festive 
fireworks display. Free admission.

Canadian International Military Tattoo  Jun 8-9 
copps coliseum, 101 York Blvd., hamilton
905.523.1753  canadianmilitarytattoo.ca
This year, the military spectacular guarantees a spe-
cial experience (or two, if just one show leaves you 
wanting more) with performance, pageantry and pa-
nache, commemorating the bicentennial of the War of 
1812 and, specifically, the Battle of Stoney Creek. 
Come revel in this exuberant display of musical per-
formances, dancing and military displays, where audi-
ences of all ages will experience an evocative evening 
never to be forgotten. Special guests The Corps of 
Drums of the Royal Anglian Regiment will be coming 
from Great Britain for the spectacle. The tributes 
begin on Sat at 7:30pm and Sun at 2:30pm. Ticket infor-
mation is on the website or via Ticketmaster. Family 
passes also available.

Hamilton Pride Festival  Mid-June 
Various locations, hamilton
thewellhamilton.ca
2012 saw a rejuvenation of this annual event, for the first 
time organized by the LGBTQ Wellness Community Well-
ness Centre of Hamilton. A week-long series of events 
celebrating the diversity, history and achievements of 
the city’s lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered com-
munities. Join in for a rally at the beginning of the week’s 
festivities and cap it off at the bayfront with merchants, 
musical performances, DJs and a beer garden.

Festivals

CROWD PLEASERS
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The Dundas Cactus Festival is 
celebrating its 38th year and was 
recognized as a Top 100 festival by 
Festival and events Ontario.



Hamilton Airshow  Jun 15-16 
canadian Warplane heritage museum, 8235 airport 
rd. E., hamilton
905.679.4183  hamiltonairshow.com
An estimated 20,000 people attended this soaring 
event in 2012 and for good reason. The gates open at 
8am and the flying show runs from 1-4pm, but make 
sure to check out the fantastic ground displays as well. 
Over 30 aircraft are on display on foot level, but the 
real draw is the out-of-this-world airshow itself. Bring 
lots of sunscreen and comfy shoes...this is one event 
you don’t want to leave early! Adults (16 and older) 
$27, children (6-15) $18, kids 5 and under free. Note 
that the museum will be closed during the Airshow.

Ciderfest  June 22
Puddicombe Estate, 1468 highway #8, Winona
905.643.1015  ciderfest.ca
A celebration of Canadian cider houses, hosted by 
experts of the craft from around the province. 
Featuring more than 25 brands of cider, beer and 
wine on-site, this is Canada’s premier celebration of 
cider. Throw in the best in country music and fabu-
lous food and you have yourself one heckuva day 
out! Rain or shine. $40. See website for details.

Open Streets Hamilton  Jun 23 
James street north, hamilton
openstreetshamilton.ca
Open Streets Hamilton is a community-based part-
nership dedicated to promoting active, healthy and 
inclusive lifestyles by temporarily transforming 
streets into a shared space for everyone to experi-
ence: walk, ride or roll down James Street North! 
Their motto is “Make the Streets Your Playground”. 
10am to 5pm. Free admission.

TALL SHIPS® Hamilton Jun 28-30
Pier 8, 47 Discovery Dr., hamilton
905.546.2424 x 5771  1812hamilton.com 
The excitement will begin June 28 with the Parade of 
Sail, 2pm to 4pm and Opening Ceremonies. Daily June 
29 and 30 visitors can go aboard the ships and sail on 
selected ships (for a fee). Be transported back to 1813 
and explore naval history and the traditions and trades 
of the time. Kids, teens, and adults alike will enjoy a 
wide variety of free and unique activities such as his-
torical boat building, nautical printmaking, a Bicenten-
nial themed quilt exhibition, a curated craft show, and 
artist-painted tattoos.  Featuring several interactive the-
atre experiences and live historical music performances, 
festival goers will feel that they have stumbled through a 
time warp to an 1813 wharf!  Sea shanties will give way 
to modern rock, indie and soul acts on the Waterfront 
Stage each evening and spectacular Canada Day Fire-
works at nearby Bayfront & Pier 4 Parks, July 1st at dusk. 
Ship Deck Tours are $10, Children under 5 free. Harbour 
Tours on board Liana’s Ransom are $30, Children under 
5 free (tours are for the day of purchase).

Oh Canada Ribfest Jun 28-Jul 1 
Waterdown memorial Park, Waterdown
ohcanadaribfest.ca
Oh Canada Ribfest has become a marquee event for 
the region, drawing rib fans from throughout South-
western Ontario.  A host of top talent including Free-
dom Train, 905 Band and others will be complemented 
by local performers from the community. There’s also 
a children’s carnival area area, with rides, games, food 
and refreshments. Free admission.

It’s Your Festival  Jun 28-Jul 1 
Gage Park, main st. E. at Gage, hamilton
905.525.2297  hamiltonfolkarts.org
Celebrate Canada’s birthday with the Hamilton Folk 
Arts Council’s big festival, an event featuring four 
stages of live entertainment, over 80 booths of arts, 

crafts and much more. Enjoy foods of the world or un-
wind in the beer garden. Free admission.

Canada Day Fireworks  July 1 
905.546.2424
Celebrate Canada’s birthday while listening to live 
music and watch spectacular fireworks at Hamilton’s 
Bayfront and Pier 4 parks. Food will also be available 
and special Canada Day activities are scheduled. Fire-
works at dusk. Free admission.

Hamilton Fringe Festival   July 18-28
Various locations, downtown hamilton
905.543.8718  hamiltonfringe.ca 
An informal environment designed to break down 
traditional boundaries between audience and artist, 
fostering open dialogue between theatre-goers and 
theatre-creators. Every summer, downtown Hamil-
ton welcomes this eclectic event and sees audiences 
flocking to the downtown core to enjoy live theatre in 
an informal, accessible and inexpensive environment.  
Check website for event details.

emancipation Day Celebrations  Aug 4
Griffin house, 733 mineral springs rd., ancaster
905.546.2424 ext 7220  hamilton.ca
On the first of August in 1834, the British Empire finally 
abolished slavery, and picturesque Griffin House cele-
brates the anniversary of the declaration with special 
activities and refreshments. African Canadian settlers 
once occupied this 19th-century home perched high 
atop Dundas Valley, so it’s the perfect setting for this 
event. Bring a picnic lunch to enjoy with your family, 
and Griffin House will tempt your tummy with hand-
cranked old fashioned ice cream. 1-4pm.  Free.

Ice Cream Carnival  Aug 4-5
Westfield heritage Village, 1049 Kirkwall rd., rockton
1.800.883.0104  westfieldheritage.ca 
Celebrate summer with the sweet taste of ice cream 
at this lively family event. Edwardian carnival games, 
amusement, foods, music, ice cream-making demon-

strations and living history make the perfect topping 
for this delicious family outing. 10am-4pm. 

TD Festival of Friends  Aug 9-11
ancaster Fairgrounds, 630 trinity rd., rr1, ancaster
905.777.9777  creativearts.on.ca
After an incredible 35-year run in Gage park, the Festi-
val of Friends returns to Ancaster for the 38th annual 
edition of the open-air Festival of Friends. Unchanged 
are the essentials: a great musical lineup, foods of the 
world, over 120 artisans, a midway and more. 12-11pm 
daily. Free admission. 

Dundas Cactus Festival Aug 16-18
Downtown Dundas
905.627.0926 dundascactusfest.ca 
Recognized as a “Top 100 Festival” by Festival and 
Events Ontario, the Cactus Festival celebrates its 38th 
year with a full slate of family-oriented music, enter-
tainment, food and more.

Hamilton Harbour Fishing Derby  Aug 17
47 Discovery Dr., hamilton
905.523.4498  hamiltonwaterfront.com
This annual event features a fishing derby for adults 
and kids (with up to 1,000 fishing rods available for 
children 12 and under), educational demonstrations 
and reduced rate sightseeing tours on the Hamilton 
Harbour Queen.

A Midsummer Night’s Dream  Aug 17
Gage Park, main st. E. at Gage, hamilton
purecreationinstitute.com
Inspired by the Indian Holi Festival of Colours and the 
Full Moon parties of Thailand, the event begins early 
afternoon and runs until 11pm, and every hour partici-
pants congregate to throw non-toxic paints and powders 
into the sky, exploding in an expression of love and ac-
ceptance. In between, enjoy live music, buskers, art in-
stallations and a huge open area in which to meet other 
lovers of life. All food donations will support Food For 
Kids. Visit website for info on this fun fest.

The TD Festival of Friends 
continually boasts a musical 
line-up packed with both 
international superstars and 
local favourites.



Festivals

32  t o u r i s m h a m i l t o n . c o m

Winona Peach Festival  Aug 23-25
Winona Park, Barton st. E. at Fifty rd., Winona
905.643.2084  winonapeach.com
Now in its 46th year, The Peach Festival attracts well 
over 100,000 people in just three days. Countless 
mouthwatering peach confections as well as over 130 
arts and craft exhibits, a midway, musical perform-
ances and much more. Fri 5-11pm, Sat 10am-11pm, 
Sun 10am-6pm. Free admission.  

Festitalia  September
hamilton, various locations
festitalia.ca
Festitalia celebrations have been a Hamilton tradition 
for more than 30 years, celebrating the best of Italian 
culture, tradition and food. Various events are held, in-
cluding an early start to the festival this year with the 
Festitalia Italian Heritage Awards Dinner (Jun 6); all 
other events in Sep. Prices and hours vary.

Greenbelt Harvest Picnic  September
christie lake, hwy 5 west of hwy 6, Flamborough
905.383.4005  harvestpicnic.ca 
This new family event celebrating the city’s greenbelt 
heritage has featured the likes of Feist, Emmylou 
Harris, Daniel Lanois, Gord Downie and The Sadies, 
Sarah Harmer, Brady L. Blade Sr. and the Hallelujah 
Train, Brian Blade, Mix Master Mike and Jesse 
Cooke. Not to mention an impressive selection of 
visual artists, food/craft vendors and horticultural 
workshops. Check website to see who’s on the bill 
for this year! Dates, times and admission rates also 
available online.  

Christie Classic Antique Show  Sept 7
christie lake conservation area
hwy 5 west of hwy 6, Flamborough
905.525.2181 ext 142  conservationhamilton.ca/
christie-antique-show
Regarded by some collectors as Canada’s favourite an-
tique show, over 10 acres of show space is filled with 
more than 300 booths highlighting antiques and rare 
treasures you can take home for the right price. Free 
delivery to your car; shuttle service to and from park-
ing lots. ATM is available on-site. 8am-5pm, rain or 
shine. $10 per person. No pets. 

Locke Street Festival  Sept 7
locke st. between aberdeen and main, hamilton
lockestreetfestival.com
Come experience the best that trendy Locke Street 
has to offer at this one-stop street fest. Presented by 
the Locke Street Merchants Association, visit vendor 
stalls, take in live entertainment, enjoy awesome food 
and so much more for a fun-filled family day out — and 
one of the last of the summer. The fun begins at 10am 
and goes all day, and into the night!  

Supercrawl 2013  Sept 13-14
James st. n., hamilton  supercrawl.ca
Supercrawl is a blockbuster two days of creative cul-
ture in the heart of the city. This is the fifth annual in-
stallment of this crowd-pleasing celebration of art and 
culture. Art installations, craft vendors, street paint-
ers, multicultural dance, theatre and comedy acts will 
also be featured, plus after-parties that will keep the 
beat going long after the streets have emptied. Check 
our website for the stellar list of scheduled perform-
ers, as well as times.

Pagan Pride Day   Sept 15
Gage Park, main st. E. at Gage, hamilton
ppdhamilton.org
Celebrate the autumnal equinox at this annual event, 
which promotes tolerance and diversity. Enjoy hundreds 
of vendors, speakers and workshops. Free admission. 
Visit website for more details.

Telling Tales: A Family Festival of Stories  Sept 15
Westfield heritage Village, 1049 Kirkwall rd., rockton
tellingtales.org
Step into a world of storytellers, children’s authors, 
illustrators and musicians at this family festival held 
in support of literacy projects in Hamilton; in just three 
years it has raised $50,000 for local literacy projects. 
Over 20 performers generally entertain and delight; 
check website for finalized lineup. 10am-4pm, gates 
open at 9:30. Free.  

Ancaster Fall Fair  Sept 19-22
ancaster Fairgrounds, 630 trinity rd., rr1, ancaster
905.648.6198  ancasterfair.ca
Now in its 163rd year, the Ancaster Fall Fair is a cher-
ished annual tradition in the region’s fall fair lineup. 
Exhibits, livestock demonstrations, farm animals 
and agricultural education displays as well as a mid-
way, live entertainment, harness racing and an always 
popular (and spectacularly dusty) demolition derby 
add up to an entertaining time. Check website for 
times and fees. Weekend passes also available.

AGH BMO World Film Festival  Sept 20-29
art Gallery of hamilton, 123 King st. W., hamilton
905.527.6610 ext 232  aghfilmfest.com
The Art Gallery of Hamilton’s  annual multi-day, multi-
venue international film event, the AGH BMO World 
Film Festival pledges to showcase the very best in in-
novative international and Canadian cinema. The Fes-
tival provides the movie-loving public access to some 
of the most critically acclaimed films, filmmakers and 
emerging talent. Additional festival events embrace 
creativity and multimedia, off-screen. Single tickets 
$10, festival passes $250.

Downtown Localicious experience  Sept 20-Oct 6
Various venues, hamilton

905.523.1646  downtownlocalicious.org
From local fields to our chefs’ tables, Localicious sup-
ports the local food movement with prix-fixe menus in 
many downtown restaurants for a three-week culinary 
festival. The Official Localicious Launch Party will be 
held Sep 17 (check website for venue), where Locali-
cious restaurants will be on hand to give you a taste 
of what is to come during the festival and local win-
eries, breweries and local entertainment will show-
case the region’s best. Call or check website for ticket 
prices and to find out who is in the “Delicious Dozen” 
this year!

Apple Festival  Sept 28
Battlefield house museum, 77 King st. W., stoney 
creek 905.662.8458  hamilton.ca/museum
Games, wagon rides, pumpkin decorating, live enter-
tainment and more are all part of this Battlefield Park 
harvest festival. Tour the museum to revisit history 
and enjoy tasty, fresh-baked apple treats too. 9am-
4:30pm. Free admission for outdoor event; regular 
admission rates apply for museum.

Hamilton Halton Fall Wedding Show  Late Sep
careport centre, 270 longwood rd. s., hamilton
bridalshowstoday.com
Let the Hamilton Halton Wedding Show help make all 
your choices easier with more than 100 top bridal pro-
fessionals gathered, plus daily fashion shows and the 
chance to win door prizes. Check website for admis-
sion times and rates.

Rockton World’s Fair  Oct 11-14
rockton Fairgrounds, 812 old hwy 8, rockton
519.647.2502  rocktonworldsfair.com
The Rockton World’s Fair brings the world to Rockton 
for the 161st year. Located just 20 minutes outside 
Hamilton on Hwy 8. Enjoy over 1,200 exhibitors, a 
midway and a livestock demonstrations and three 

One of the highlights of the Winona 
Peach Festival are the peaches and ice 
cream. Go on, treat yourself!

CROWD PLEASERS



championship rounds of Demo derby. Check website 
for times and admission rates. Parking not included. 
Cash, debit and credit cards all accepted at the gates. 

Psychic Show   Oct 25-27
convention centre, 1 summers lane, hamilton
psychicexpos.com
Experience the powers of the paranormal and gain a 
glimpse into yourself (and perhaps the future) through 
demonstrations, readings and more. Admission price 
covers the entire weekend. Visit website for prices 
and times. 

Hamilton Fall Garden & Mum Show  Oct 25-Nov 3
Gage Park, main st. E. at Gage, hamilton
905.546.2424  hamiltoninbloom.com
The popular Chrysanthemum Show is an amazing 
floral display created by some of Hamilton’s finest 
horticulture staff. The display is a breathtaking feature 
of over 200 varieties of Chrysanthemums, and more 
than 75,000 blooms! Over 20,000 square feet of display 
space houses the show. 10am-8pm daily. Adults 13-54 
$6.25, adults 55+ $5.25, children 5-12 $5.25, children 5 
and under free. Wheelchair accessible.  Free parking. 

Potters’ Guild of Hamilton Fall Sale  November
Dundas lions memorial community centre
10 market st. s., Dundas hamiltonpotters.ca
Established in 1971 by 32 enthusiastic potters, Guild 
membership has grown to over 300. This annual sale 
is a great place to enjoy the work of some of the area’s 
finest potters: More than 10,000 pots over two floors 
and an impressive three rooms of pottery. Wheelchair 
accessible. Free. 

Hamilton Santa Claus Parade  Nov 9
905.387.2682  hamiltonsantaparade.com
Come see the jolly old elf and his helpers, festive floats 
and local celebrities, and listen to some great music. 
Starts at 2pm at Queen and Main Streets in Hamilton’s 
downtown core, moves east on Main to John St., then 
north on John to King St. and finally west on King to 
Bay St. Free admission, but be sure to get there early 
to snag a prime spot to view the parade!

Hamilton Music Awards, Festival and 
Conference November

hamiltonmusicawards.com
An annual festival, conference and gala awards show-
held in November, the Hamilton Music Awards  — or 
the Hammys, as they are affectionately called — brings 
together a ‘who’s-who’ of Hamilton music for a raucous 
— and rolling — four-day event that celebrates the best 
of the city’s music scene.

Ancaster Craft Show  Nov 23-24
ancaster Fairgrounds, 630 trinity rd., ancaster
miltonfarmcraftshows.com
A great place to start your holiday shopping. Enjoy the 
wares of local crafters and artisans. 10am-4pm daily. 
Check website for admission fees.

First Day of Christmas  Nov 30
Dundurn castle, 610 York Blvd., hamilton
905.546.2872  hamilton.ca/museum
On the first day of Christmas Dundurn opens its doors 
for free! They would like to invite everyone to kick off 
the first day of their Victorian Christmas with them. 
Join costumed interpreters at Dundurn Castle for a 
free tour of the lavish home of Sir Allan MacNab and 
his family. The castle will be decorated by The Gar-
den Club of Hamilton with cedar boughs, ribbons and 
dried flowers. Bring your family and share a Hamil-
ton holiday tradition. Please bring a non-perishable 
food item to help stock the Good Shepherd’s pantry. 
12-4pm. Free. 

Christmas in Gore Park  December
Gore Park, King and James sts., hamilton
downtownhamilton.org
The Official City Light-Up Ceremony launches the 
Christmas season with a free concert sponsored by 
CHML/Y108 in support of the Christmas Tree of Hope. 
Donations of cash and toys are gratefully accepted 
on both days. Children can bring down their letters to 
Santa.  Free pictures with the big guy compliments of 
the Downtown BIA. Refreshments, Christmas crafts, 
horse and wagon rides and free Christmas wrapping 
from 11-3pm. Free rides on the miniature train and 
merry-go-round will also be in the park area.

‘Twas the Night Before Christmas  Dec 7, 14, 21 
Westfield Village, 1049 Kirkwall rd., rockton
1.800.883.0104  westfieldheritage.ca 
Enjoy Westfield by candlelight and feel the warmth of 
the season through music, food samples, fireworks 
and a visit from Father Christmas. Christmas shop-
ping is available at the Gift Shop and the restaurant fea-
tures light meals and refreshments. Runs from 5-9pm. 
Adults $11, seniors/disabled $10, children $6.50. Chil-
dren 5 and under are free. Free parking.

The Big Sing!  Dec 13
old town hall, 310 Wilson st., ancaster
hamilton.ca/museum
It’s big! Live music, hot cider, cookies and prizes. Get 

primed for the holiday season with this dynamic and 
lively event for the whole family. Food donations for 
local food banks are appreciated. 7-9pm. $8 per per-
son, $15 per family.

Christmas Family Sunday  Dec 15, 22
Whitehern historic house and Garden
41 Jackson st. W., hamilton
905.546.2018  hamilton.ca/museum
Celebrate the Holiday season with a visit to view the 
McQuesten Childhood Christmas in the home — an 
outstanding example of a 1930s urban estate — then 
visit The Stable for a seasonal concert and sing-
along with refreshments. 1-4pm.

Winter Whimsy  Dec 27-Jan 13
hamilton children’s museum, 1072 main st. E., 
hamilton 905.546.4848  hamilton.ca/museum
The weather outside may be frightful, but it’s nice and 
sunny at the Hamilton Children’s Museum (and lots 
of fun, too — school is out!). Join them for a beach 
party — relax under the palm trees, snack on healthy 
and fruity treats and make fabulously colourful beach-
themed crafts and doo-dads. Regular museum admis-
sion rates apply; check website for details.

Hamilton Winterfest  January
Various locations, hamilton, hamiltonwinterfest.ca
Hamilton’s annual Winterfest invites family and friends 
to take part in a range of seasonal — and oh-so-fun 
— activities to beat the winter blues. Admission rates 
vary by location and event so be sure to check the web-
site for more information.

Food and Drink Fest  April 
convention centre, 1 summers lane, hamilton
foodanddrinkfest.com
Celebrate the wide variety of restaurants, breweries 
and wineries in the Hamilton, Halton and Niagara re-
gions. Dishes from a wide range of backgrounds will 
be available for sampling, as well as culinary demon-
strations and live music. Must be at least 19 years old. 
Refer to website for admission rates and times. 

gritLIT  April
Various locations, hamilton gritlit.ca
Hamilton’s annual literary festival celebrates new and 
established Canadian authors. Hear authors read from 
their novels, share ideas, ask questions and participate 
in writing workshops. The event ends with LitLive, a free 
event exploring poetry with authors from smaller Can-
adian presses. Visit website to confirm dates and fees.
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There’s no shortage of 
family-friendly events in 
and around Hamilton.
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Get out and enjoy these local ‘Sporting Activities’
The Bruce Trail  brucetrail.org  
Hamilton Bulldogs Hockey  hamiltonbulldogs.com  
Cootes Paradise rbg.ca  
Hamilton Tiger-Cats Football  ticats.ca
Hamilton’s Waterfront  hamiltonwaterfront.com

Hamilton TiCats Still Eatin’ 
‘Em Raw...but in Guelph!
Don’t let the temporary jump to 
Guelph fool you — the Tabbies 
are STILL Hamilton’s hometown 
heroes and a roaring force in 
the CFL. Ivor Wynne Stadium, 
the team’s previous home, is 
undergoing a massive transforma-
tion and will be a world-class 
facility in time for the 2015 Pan 
Am Games, which means the 
Tiger-Cats will play out their 
2013 season just up Hwy 6 in 
Guelph — a stone’s throw away 
at 17 minutes from Hamilton’s 
northern border. The 15-time 

Grey Cup champions still have the 
city chanting “oskee-wee-wee”, 
the team’s battle-cry since 1869, 
and Guelph’s Alumni Stadium 
welcomes the Cats and their fans 
this year with new artificial turf, a 
sophisticated lighting system and 
a state-of-the-art scoreboard. Put 
on your game face and show your 
stripes in support of the team. 
Yes, it’s true — Ivor Wynne was the 
team’s home-turf hunting field all 
the way back to 1950. So we’re 
curious if the venue switcheroo 
can fetch our boys another Grey 
Cup win. But then again, curiosity 
killed the...actually, never mind.

A City of Waterfalls
Bet you didn’t know that Hamilton 
is the waterfall capital of the 
world?! Not only are we the self-
proclaimed ‘City of Waterfalls,’ but 
this picturesque city boasts over 
126 of these flowing beauties. 
From the scenic Webster’s Falls 
to the oh-so-stunning cascading 
Albion Falls, they are sure to stir 
the hearts of nature lovers and in-

curable romantics alike. The Devil’s 
Punchbowl – a 37 metre ribbon 
waterfall – is another impressive 
sight not to be missed. At night, 
selected waterfalls are illuminated 
on special occasions – in fact, 
the first ever livestreamed online 
illumination was at Sherman Falls 
this past St. Paddy’s Day. Now, are 
you green with envy yet? Learn 
more at cityofwaterfalls.ca.

Fore!
An American sportswriter once 
referred to golf as “a passion, an 
obsession, a romance…a nice 
acquaintanceship with trees, sand 
and water.” If reading that evokes 
similar utopian sentiments about 
the sport, you’ll be well served in 
Hamilton. The city is home to a fair 
number of private clubs for the ar-
dent golfer, but for those who ap-
proach the game a little more cas-
ually, Hamilton is festooned with 
no less than three public courses 
when you’re looking to practice 
your swing. In the west end of 

the lower city, Chedoke Civic Golf 
Club boasts two golfing terrains, 
the Martin and Beddoe courses. 
Both located amidst a sweeping 
landscape, these 18-hole courses 
are perfect for the professional or 
amateur putter. At the other end 
of town you’ll find King’s Forest 
Golf Course, nestled at the foot of 
the Niagara Escarpment. Ranked 
in 2010 by SCOREGolf magazine 
as a top public course in Canada, 
the facility’s classic yet strategic 
design make this a course that 
demands top concentration, which 
its natural setting lends itself easily 
to. Did someone just yell “fore”?

Active Living
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Hamilton has more 
than 126 gorgeous 
waterfalls of various 
shapes and sizes.

King’s Forest Golf Course fea-
tures many fantastic elevated tee 
shots, including six that cross the 
picturesque Red Hill Creek.



Get out and enjoy these local ‘Sporting Activities’
The Bruce Trail  brucetrail.org  
Hamilton Bulldogs Hockey  hamiltonbulldogs.com  
Cootes Paradise rbg.ca  
Hamilton Tiger-Cats Football  ticats.ca
Hamilton’s Waterfront  hamiltonwaterfront.com

In 1894, Hamilton Herald 
owner Billy Carroll estab-
lished the Around the Bay 
Road Race, the oldest road 
race in North America. 

In 1890, Hamilton’s first pub-
lic bowling alley opened at 
the back of the J.W. MacDon-
ald Tobacco shop, located at 
66 James Street North.

In 1906, local lad Wil-
liam “Billy” Sherring 
won an Olympic gold 
medal for the marathon 
at the Athens Games.

GREAT OuTDOORS
Hamilton Conservation Authority

905.525.2181  conservationhamilton.ca
The HCA’s 4,200 hectares of protected land stretch 
from the harbour to the escarpment. Two dozen en-
vironmentally significant conservation areas offer 
local city dwellers escape from the concrete jungle. 
Hiking, cross-country skiing, camping, fishing, boat-
ing, swimming or taking in the nature trails and his-
torical sites are just a few ways to enjoy the area’s 
recreational facilities. Valens Lake (RR 97 west of 
Hwy 6, Flamborough, 905.525.2183) is the site of 220 
camping spaces along Spencer Creek; campsites are 
open 11 months of the year. Ponds are stocked with 
pike, panfish and bass from the last Saturday of June. 
One of the warmest and cleanest beaches on western 
Lake Ontario, Fifty Point (Fifty Rd. and the QEW, 
Stoney Creek, 905.525.2187) is home to an 80-hectare 
park. The beach and picnic grounds complement its 
320-boat marina and fully serviced docking station. 
Part of a vast glacial valley spreading out into Lake 
Ontario, Dundas Valley’s (Governors Rd., Dundas, 
905.627.1233) five trails access almost every part of 
this conservation area. A replica Victorian train sta-
tion, the trail centre connects the winding trails, pro-
viding visitors with interpretive displays, valley maps 
and a food concession (open Mon-Fri 8am-3pm, Sat, 
Sun, Hol Mon 8am-4pm). With 40 km of well-groomed 
trails, the route is one of the region’s most significant 
routes for walking, cycling and horseback riding, 
and home to historical sites, including the Ancaster 
Hermitage ruins and Griffin House. Picturesque 
Spencer Gorge (Webster’s Falls Rd., Greensville, 
905.628.3060) also showcases views of Dundas and 
Hamilton and the biologically rich forests below. 
Containing more than 500 different plants and sev-
eral rare species, visit one of the several lookout 
points for a glimpse of its curtain waterfall, Web-
ster’s Falls, or the 41-metre ribbon waterfall Tews 
Falls, which is just a few metres shorter than Ni-
agara Falls. Bordering the table lands owned by the 
Royal Botanical Gardens at Rock Chapel above the 
escarpment, Borer’s Falls (Rock Chapel Rd., Dun-
das, 905.627.1233) provides visitors with a world 
of forested land and trails to explore. Follow the 
4.2 km promenade along the Hamilton Beach Trail 
from Confederation Park (Van Wagners Beach 
Rd., Stoney Creek, 1.800.555.8775) to the Burlington 
Ship Canal. Christie Lake (Hwy 5, West of Hwy 6, 
Dundas, 905.628.3060) offers a range of recreational 
activities across a 336-hectare conservation area. 
Paddleboat and canoe rentals and covered picnic pa-
vilions are among the site’s attractions, as well as its 
expansive 360-metre beach and swimming area. The 
Eramosa Karst (Upper Mount Albion Rd. at Highland 
Rd., Stoney Creek), the HCA’s newest conservation 
area, is located in the southwestern section of Stoney 
Creek. Karsts are geological formations including un-
derground drainage, caves and passages caused by 
dissolving rock found in limestone formations such 
as the Niagara Escarpment. The Eramosa Karst con-
tains examples of 16 different karst features, includ-
ing sinking streams and a 335-metre-long cave (the 
tenth longest in Ontario).

Cootes Paradise Sanctuary
905.527.1158  rbg.ca
Nestled at the westernmost tip of Lake Ontario, just 
minutes from the heart of the city, Cootes Paradise is 
managed and protected by the neighbouring Royal 
Botanical Gardens. The 540-hectare Carolinian forest 
and wetland reserve provides visitors with a look at 
the abundant ecosystem of indigenous waterfowl, in-
cluding more than 250 species of migrating birds, fish 
and aquatic plants. Native and endangered fish can be 
seen at the Great Lakes’ first two-way fishway. A var-

iety of species pass through the area, including double 
crested cormorants, great blue herons, white pelicans, 
great egrets and more. Bald eagles have also over-
wintered here in recent years; their nest (in a solitary 
white pine) is located on the north shore, about 400m 
west of the Marshwalk Observation Platform. Home to 
some of Canada’s oldest forests, Cootes offers hiking 
trails in the Hamilton Harbour Waterfront and 
Desjardins Trails, and Princess Point is the perfect 
spot to paddle your kayak.

Beamer Memorial Conservation Area 
Quarry rd. off ridge rd., Grimsby
905.788.3135  npca.ca/conservation-areas/
beamer-memorial
Just east of the Devil’s Punchbowl, Beamer Memorial 
Conservation Area encompasses 53 hectares of pro-
tected escarpment land and mature forests. The con-
servation area is monitored to preserve the diverse 
vegetation, wildlife and valley. A water discharge 
area for the Forty Mile Creek system, the valley 
promotes the sustainability for a variety of species, 
including reptiles, amphibians, small mammals and 
many resident migratory birds. Each year an average 
of 15,000 hawks, eagles, falcons and vultures make 
their way from South and Central America, the Carib-
bean and the southern United States to their nesting 
territories in Canada during their spring migration at 
Beamer Memorial (Mar-May). Along the park’s nature 
trails, the Bruce Trail leads to four lookouts offering 
a view of Lake Ontario and the Town of Grimsby be-
low, and exceptional vantage points for observing 
the annual hawk migration. Open year-round 8am-
8pm daily.   

African Lion Safari
rr1, 1386 cooper rd., cambridge
1.800.461.9453  lionsafari.com
Animal lovers come here to get closer than they ever 
imagined to the thousand-plus animals that roam 
free in the open wildlife reserves. In keeping with 
the park’s name, visitors get a taste of the Sahara, 

driving their cars through the park or taking an edu-
cational tour aboard the Safari Bus and cruising the 
waters aboard the African Queen. Of the 132 spe-
cies of exotic animals that call the Safari home, in-
cluding lions, elephants, rhinos, giraffe, ostrich and 
baboons, the park has bred 20 different endangered 
and threatened species. Wildlife shows such as the 
birds-of-prey flying demonstration and elephant 
roundup, provide further entertainment, while kids 
can hand-feed little animals at Pets’ Corner. Take 
a trip on the Nature Boy scenic railway and have 
fun in Misumu Bay Wet Play Area and Jungle Play-
ground. Gift Shops and picnic areas are on-site, or 
you can dine in the licensed Mombasa Market res-
taurant. Summer admission rates (May 18-Sep 2): 
adults (13+) $32.95, seniors (60+) $30.95, children 
(3-12) $25.95. HST not included. Prices subject to 
change without notice. All features weather permit-
ting. No pets allowed. 

The Westdale Aviary
85 oak Knoll Dr., hamilton
905.546.4842  friendsoftheaviary.ca
For 70 years Dundurn Castle was this aviary’s home, 
but it’s now located at the Royal Botanical Gardens’ 
Teaching Garden, just a short stroll from King and 
Marion in Westdale, where it lets visitors get up 
close to a variety of fowl, including the African Grey 
Congo, cockatoo, macaw, large parrot, hook-bill, 
finch and dove housed on the premises. Guided tours 
Sundays 1-4pm.

Lake Ontario Waterfront Trail
waterfronttrail.org  
The site of 37 annual waterfront festivals, the 730 
km Lake Ontario Waterfront Trail stretches along the 
shore of the Great Lake and the St. Lawrence River 
from Niagara to Quebec. Opened in 1995, the trail 
passes through 182 parks and conservation areas, 
170 marinas and yacht clubs and 31 cities, towns and 
villages. Visitors can bike, blade or stroll along the 
path, while they take in the Golden Horseshoe’s his-

Giraffes are but one 
of the 132 species of 
exotic animals that 
call the African Lion 
Safari home.
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tory and natural environment. The local beachfront 
link, the Breezeway Trail, connects Lakeland Pool, 
Confederation Park, Wild Waterworks and touches 
on Van Wagners Beach, bordered by Lake Ontario 
to the north and green spaces and wetlands to the 
south. True to its name, the newly completed 200-me-
tre Waterfront Link Pedestrian Bridge (Van Wagners 
Beach Rd. at Nash Rd. N.) connects the Waterfront 
Trail to the Bruce Trail through the Red Hill Valley 
Trail. The Waterfront Trail links to New York State’s 
730 km span of the Seaway Trail at Wolfe Island in 
Kingston. By 2014, the Waterfront Trail will connect 
to Windsor along Lake Erie’s waterfront, creating 
1,400 km of amazing walking and cycling along two 
Great Lakes.

Hamilton to Brantford Rail Trail
905.525.2181  conservationhamilton.ca
Canada’s first fully developed, multi-use, inter-urban 
system, this 32 km trail is a joint operation under the 
Hamilton Conservation Authority (HCA) and Grand 
River Conservation Authority. Running from Ewen 
Road in west Hamilton through the Dundas Valley 
Conservation Area and on to Brantford, it’s part of 
the Trans-Canada Trail Network, linking to Paris 
and Cambridge for a total length of 80 km. Rural  
areas provide a trail for equestrians, hikers, runners 
and cyclists. Access at West Hamilton: exit Hwy 403 
at Main St. W., follow Main W. to Ewen Rd. and turn 
left (south).

Lafarge 2000 Trail 
905.525.2181  ontariotrails.on.ca
Born with the new millennium, the Hamilton 
Conservation Authority (HCA) created this 22 km trail 
in Flamborough, linking Dundas Valley, Christie Lake, 
Valens Conservation Area and the ecologically impor-
tant Beverly Swamp, a 2,400-hectare area that features 
a rich diversity of plant and animal life, including some 
species that are rare to the region.

Dofasco 2000 Trail
905.525.2181  ontariotrails.on.ca
This 11.5 km trail runs from the Devil’s Punch Bowl 
Conservation Area through to the Vinemount South 
Swamp. The trail will eventually connect to the Bruce 
Trail, 1812 Battlefield House Museum and Waterfront 

Trail at Fifty Point Conservation Area and Marina on 
Lake Ontario. Another “on-road” link will make the 
connection to the Chippewa Trail which is now desig-
nated a part of the Trans-Canada Trail network.

Chippewa Trail 
905.525.2181  ontariotrails.on.ca
A former rail corridor that connected Hamilton and 
Caledonia, the abandoned 15 km strip is part of the 
Trans-Canada Trail’s Niagara branch, linking to the 
Caledonia-to-Dunnville rail trail. The majority of the 
route has already been laid out, with completion 
work proceeding as funding permits.

Red Hill Valley Recreational Trail
905.546.2489   ontariotrails.on.ca 
Beginning at the top of the Niagara Escarpment 
(Mud St., just east of Albion Falls at the eastern end 
of Mountain Brow Rd.), this urban trail winds down 
the escarpment, running northeast through the Red 
Hill Valley to its end at Brampton St. just south of 
the QEW, where the newly completed Waterfront 
Link Pedestrian Bridge arcs above the highway and 
connects the Red Hill Valley Trail to the Waterfront 
Trail and Lake Ontario. Approximately 10.5 km long 
by 3 metres wide, it includes a 1.1 km-long barrier-
free section that is accessible from Greenhill Bowl 
through Kings Forest Golf Course. (Most of the trail 
is not wheelchair accessible due to steep grades.)

The Bruce Trail
905.529.6821 / 1.800.665.4453  brucetrail.org
Canada’s oldest and longest marked trail, running 
along the Niagara Escarpment, the Bruce Trail pro-
vides an impressive wilderness experience for hik-
ers of all levels. Recognized by the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) as a World Biosphere Reserve in 1990, its 
continuous footpath of more than 885 km from Ni-
agara to Tobermory is an attraction for hikers from 
across the globe. Hamilton’s Iroquoia tract, one of 
the most scenic stretches of the Bruce Trail, snakes 
through conservation areas, the lush Escarpment and 
picturesque waterfalls, including Webster’s, Sherman 
and Tiffany. Hikers venture through natural wonders 
such as the Devil’s Punch Bowl and Spencer Gorge. 
Indigenous wildlife of the region is often seen along 

the trail. In winter, the trail is a popular place for 
cross-country skiing and snowshoeing. Located at 
the arboretum area of the Royal Botanical Gardens, 
off Old Guelph Road, the Bruce Trail Association 
(BTA) offers a trail guidebook. To obtain member-
ships, maps or friendly advice, visit the BTA week-
days 8:30am-4:30pm.

Trans-Canada Trail
905.525.2181 / 1.888.319.4722  tctrail.ca
The local section of this cross-country trail encom-
passes 70 km of pathways and converted rail cor-
ridors across Hamilton. Connections from the west 
start at the Hamilton-to-Brantford rail trail, linking to 
the Escarpment rail trail, a proposed route through 
the city, and the Chippewa Trail to the east have all 
been registered as part of the Trans-Canada route. 
When completed, the Trans-Canada Trail (TCT) will 
traverse every province and territory, touch the three 
oceans bordering Canada and, at over 22,500 km, be-
come the longest shared-use trail in the world. The 
TCT accommodates several activities, including cy-
cling, horseback riding and cross-country skiing.  

Royal Botanical Gardens
680 Plains rd. W., Burlington
905.527.1158  rbg.ca
A perennial favourite of horticulturists, RBG is 
Canada’s largest botanical garden. It encompasses 
a plenitude of gardens, nature sanctuaries and over 
30 km of walking trails. Enjoy acres of meticulously 
landscaped gardens, featuring thousands of bulbs, 
irises, rose bushes, a vast lilac collection and New 
World orchids. A recent renovation of the Gardens 
established the sun-drenched Camilla and Peter 
Dalglish Atrium as well as the Helen M. Kippax Wild 
Plant Garden, a one-acre tract that’s home to more 
than 14,500 plants. Tulips show in April and early 
May, lilacs in the second half of May. Visit in June for 
the Rose Celebration (Hendrie Park Gardens). Call 
or visit website for full event listings and admission 
rates. A gift shop and dining are available on-site. 

Hamilton Harbourfront Parks
905.546.2666 / 1.800.263.8590
As a port city, Hamilton has an abundance of har-
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Hamilton artist Eric Ran-
veau works in acrylics to 
create abstract landscapes, 
ericranveau@yahoo.fr
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bourfront parks, including Bayfront, Pier 4 and 
Pier 8. Bordering the shores of Lake Ontario, these 
harbourfront parks provide easy access to aquatic 
entertainment of all varieties. A six-metre-wide as-
phalt path along Bayfront Park (enter off Bay St. 
N. at Harbourfront Drive) is perfect for rollerblad-
ing, walking or biking, while a gravel path stretches 
across the shoreline for a closer stroll along the bay. 
A public boat launch is free to visitors. Pier 4 Park 
(enter at Bay St. N. at Guise St.) boasts a waterplay 
area, boardwalk and a wheelchair access ramp. Ac-
cess to Harbour West Marina, a prime location for 
sailing in the harbour, is available via Pier 8 Park 
(off Guise St.). All three parks have beaches, free 
parking and public washrooms (limited hours). 

Hamilton Harbour Boat Tour
47 Discovery Dr., hamilton
905.525.4498   hamiltonwaterfront.com
Up to 200 passengers can board the Hamilton Har-
bour Queen (HHQ) for tours lasting two-and-a-half 
to three hours. Also available for charter, the HHQ 
offers lunch, dinner, sightseeing or special event 
cruises of the city’s harbour, including the lush
northwestern shoreline. The HHQ docks off Guise 
St. E., just north of Williams Fresh Café. Also launch-
ing from the dock is the 28-foot Hamiltonian, taking 
a dozen passengers on an intimate and informative 
50-minute tour of the harbour. Circling the harbour 
in counter-clockwise loops, the boat guides pas-
sengers past lush wildlife, teeming marinas and the 
waterfront’s history. The Hamiltonian departs regu-
larly from 11am-6:30pm and operates daily Jun 9-Sep 
3 and on weekends only May 19-Jun 3 and Sep 8-Oct 
8. Tickets via Scoops Ice Cream Parlour. The Ham-
iltonian may not operate during inclement weather.

SPORTING LIFE
Baseball

mohawk sports Park, mohawk rd. E. at upper 
Kenilworth, hamilton
iblcardinals.com
Despite a strong informal presence in the early 19th 
century, the first organized baseball team didn’t 
come to Upper Canada until the arrival of 1854’s 
Young Canadians of Hamilton. The popularity of lo-
cal baseball continues with the Hamilton Cardinals. 
The Bernie Arbour Stadium home team plays May to 
August to a grandstand of more than 300 spectators.  

Beach Volleyball
380 Van Wagners Beach rd., hamilton
905.544.7122
Head down to the waterline for some beach volley-
ball. More than just a restaurant, Baranga’s on the 
Beach (on the sunny shores of Lake Ontario) has 
two outdoor courts, which can be booked by the 
hour, subject to availability.      

Cricket 
churchill Park, Parkview Dr. at Franklin ave., hamilton
905.979.3796 hamiltoncricket.com   
The oldest amateur sports club in the city, the Ham-
ilton Cricket Club (HHC) hosts international games 
and tournaments. Formed in early 1847, the club 
has welcomed representative teams from Bermuda, 
Australia, West Indies, Ireland, New Zealand, Eng-
land, Barbados, Trinidad, Grenada and across North 
America in the past 63 years alone. Team members 
have represented various teams at both league and 
provincial levels. The club is home to two competi-
tive league teams. Check website for schedule and 
practice times.

Cross-Country Skiing/Snowshoeing 
conservationhamilton.ca  905.525.2181  
If you like your winter sports to be more horizontal 
than vertical, you’ll find a number of groomed and 

partially groomed trails across local conservation 
areas for cross-country skiing expeditions. Christie 
Lake (905.628.3060) and Valens Lake 
(905.525.2183) have established 10 km routes for 
those looking for a shorter trek, while Dundas 
Valley’s 40 km trail system offers a more challenging 
mix of terrain for skiers (905.627.1233). The 
Hamilton To Brantford Rail Trail (905.525.2181) 
is a good start for novice cross-country skiers with 
levelled and relaxed paths. Call ahead or check web-
site for admission rates.

Equine Competition
Black’s Equine centre, 6095 Dickenson rd., rr 2, 
hannon 905.679.1224  blacksequinecentre.com
Shows, events and breeders sales are held through-
out the year at Black’s Equine Centre. Located near 
the Chippewa Rail Trail, the centre boasts an unsur-
passed horse facility. With four indoor arenas, three 
outdoor rings and an Olympic-size show arena fea-
turing grandstand seating for 800, BEC captures the 
pageantry and competition of horses of all breeds 
and disciplines. 

Fishing
Fifty Point, Fifty rd. and the QEW, stoney creek
905.525.2187  conservationhamilton.ca
Valens lake, rr 97 off hwy 6, Flamborough
905.525.2183  conservationhamilton.ca
christie lake, hwy 5, west of hwy 6, Dundas
905.628.3060  conservationhamilton.ca
Most conservation areas across the region offer 
stocked fishing ponds and licensed fishing areas. 
Fifty Point’s non-licensed fishing ponds are filled 
with rainbow trout and bass every summer for visi-
tors to reel in. Valens boasts a pristine lake brim-
ming with northern pike, largemouth bass and 
panfish. Stocked ponds at Christie Lake are filled 
with rainbow trout from the last Saturday in April 
to early June. Novice anglers can venture to Ed-
die’s Fly Fishing School (8211 Chippewa Creek Rd. 
E., Mount Hope), where recreational fly fishing and 

tying is taught amidst ponds stocked with varieties 
of fish including perch and catfish. Eddie’s also pro-
vides chartered boats for those ready to take on the 
Great Lakes (905.679.1876). 

Football (Hamilton Tiger-Cats)
alumni stadium, university of Guelph, Guelph
905.547.cats / 1.800.714.roar   ticats.ca
Though they’re playing their home games this sea-
son in Guelph while Ivor Wynne Stadium undergoes 
a facelift, the Hamilton Tiger-Cats will still keep 
hometown fans roaring in the stands. In the course 
of this season’s home games, the TiCats host rivals 
the Winnipeg Blue Bombers (Jun 20, Jul 13 and 
Aug 24); Edmonton Eskimos (Jul 7); Saskatchewan 
Roughriders (Jul 27); BC Lions (Sep 7); Calgary 
Stampeders (Sep 28); Toronto Argonauts (Oct 14) 
and Montreal Alouettes (Oct 26). Tickets are avail-
able through Ticketmaster.

Go-Karting
lakeland Kartway, Van Wagners Beach rd., 
hamilton  905.544.3951
cameron motorsports, 2633 upper James st., 
hamilton 905.679.2122  ext 2  
cameronmotorsports.com
Need to burn up some asphalt without risk of de-
merits? Lakeland Kartway’s half-kilometre asphalt 
track allows speed demons to put the pedal to the 
metal in a controlled and safe environment. Situated 
just a short distance from waterfront walkways and 
the shores of Lake Ontario, Lakeland has been a fam-
ily favourite for over 50 years. The two-seater cart is 
perfect for parents and young children, or anyone who 
wants to share the racing experience. Single-driver 
carts offer loads of fun and exciting thrills for any so-
loist. Open May-Aug 10am-10pm daily; open in Sep 
from Mon-Fri 11am-3pm and on weekends 11am-9pm; 
operating in Oct on weekends only 11am-9pm. For a 
little more track space to burn your tires, the sepa-
rately owned Cameron Motorsports Karting Com-
plex has been making serious inroads with its serpen-
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tine 1.5 km circuit. With high-performance Italian F1-K 
karts, the track is no stranger to fierce competition be-
hind the wheel. The complex’s tracks are open daily, 
with great lighting to provide racing and practice any-
time. Rookie F1-K drivers will require an annual mem-
bership ($99.99).

Golfing
King’s Forest Golf course, 100 Greenhill ave., hamilton
905.546.4781  golfhamilton.ca; chedoke civic Golf 
club, 563 aberdeen ave., hamilton, 905.546.3116  
golfhamilton.ca; rock chapel Golf centre, 167 hwy 5 
W., Dundas, 905.689.8860  rockchapel.ca
Open since 1973, King’s Forest Golf Course fea-
tures a rolling layout with many fantastic elevated tee 
shots, including six that cross the picturesque Red Hill 
Creek. Spanning 7,150 yards, this premier public golf 
facility is located at the foot of the Niagara Escarp-
ment, and its challenging terrain and stunning loca-
tion make it a popular choice – over 40,000 rounds 
are played here each year. Featuring two public golf 
courses, Chedoke Civic Golf Club is Canada’s first 
36-hole municipal golf facility. Enthusiasts have been 
teeing off on these grounds since 1896, though the 
original layout, designed by famed golf course archi-
tect Stanley Thompson, has seen numerous changes 
over the years. Still gorgeous and challenging, the two 
courses on this site, Martin and Beddoe, make up one 
of the most affordable golf facilities in the area. For a 
more varied golf experience, visit Rock Chapel Golf 
Centre, which features 9 and 18-hole courses, an aqua 
driving range, junior golf programs and ladies leagues. 
Located just north of the Hamilton border at Clappison 
Corners, this sprawling facility offers golf and putting 
activities for the experienced putter or the novice, and 
caters to individuals and families alike. 

Harness Racing 
Flamboro Downs, 967 hwy 5 W., Flamborough
905.627.3561  flamborodowns.com
Harness racing lovers flock to Flamboro Downs, 
Canada’s fastest half-mile track located just outside 
of Hamilton. For the best view of the races, visit the 
Top O’ The Turn restaurant, which offers a com-
manding view of the course, a range of foods from 
the buffet-style menu and a live music series for a 
well-rounded dining experience. Try your luck at 
one of the over 800 slot machines between races or 
place bets on one of hundreds of races taking place 
across North America. Be sure to catch the 37th An-
nual Confederation Cup (generally in Aug; call for 
information), the finest day Canadian harness rac-
ing has to offer.

Hockey (Hamilton Bulldogs) 
hamilton Bulldogs, copps coliseum, 101 York Blvd., 
hamilton, 905.529.8500 / 1.866.DoGs.tiX   
hamiltonbulldogs.com

An American Hockey League affiliate and farm 
team to the storied Montreal Canadiens — and 2007 
Calder Cup Champions, we might add — the Bull-
dogs stay true to the team name, bringing competi-
tive tenacity and grit to the ice. The hockey squad’s 
home in Copps Coliseum is an understated yet well-
equipped sporting facility. The teams’ rabid fans 
— especially when the arch-rival Toronto Marlies 
are in town — cheer on the team alongside mascot 
Bruiser in the Dog Pound as the Bulldogs’ season 
runs October through Apr-May. 

Ice Climbing
tiffany Falls, hwy 2, between ancaster and West 
hamilton; tews Falls, hwy 5, W of hwy 6, s on Brock 
rd., E on harvest rd., Dundas, 905.525.2181  conserv-
ationhamilton.ca
While ice climbing has yet to reach its full poten-
tial elsewhere in Ontario, this exciting winter sport 
has been practiced on frozen crags at Hamilton 
Conservation Authority (HCA) parks for more than 
25 years. Balmy winters and suburban salt runoff 
have made this a risky and problematic enterprise 
in recent years, but conquering an icy ascent in the 

snowbound wilderness is a feat many still look to 
attempt. Ice climbing is currently limited to Tif-
fany Falls Conservation Area and Tews Falls in the 
Spencer Gorge/Webster’s Falls Conservation Area. 
(Note: ice climbing is prohibited at Webster’s Falls.) 
Individual climbers must be members of the Alpine 
Club of Canada or be attending an ice climbing class 
with a school that has signed a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding with the HCA. Signed release of liability 
waivers are mandatory before climbing; each waiver 
also requires a $35 processing fee (plus HST).  

Indoor Climbing
Gravity climbing Gym, 70 Frid st., hamilton
905.522.8778   gravityclimbinggym.com
climber’s rock, 5155 harvester rd., Burlington
905.633.7625   climbersrock.com
A warehouse-sized indoor complex featuring more 
than two dozen routes and a 35-foot vertical climb, 
Gravity Climbing Gym offers facilities and lessons 
for climbers of all skill levels. For those who are 
new to the sport, equipment rentals and instruction 
from trained staff are available. Climber’s Rock 
is one of the largest indoor climbing facilities in 
Canada. Founded in 2008, its walls were designed 
and built using the latest technology in the industry 
and have been enjoyed by thousands of people ev-
ery month since its doors opened. It offers no fewer 
than 100 spectacular routes maintained and updated 
constantly to provide you with new challenges, a va-
riety of grades, incredible top-out bouldering and 
exceptional instruction and training programs.

Lacrosse (Hamilton Nationals)
ron Joyce stadium, mcmaster university
1280 main st. W., hamilton, 905.525.9140  nationals-
lacrosse.com
In 2011, the Toronto Nationals decided to head 
west along the QEW and make the Hammer their 

Wild Waterworks 
is home to one of 
Canada’s largest 
wave pools. 



home, thus becoming the Hamilton Nationals. The 
first-ever Canadian team in Major League Lacrosse 
(MLL), this men’s team’s identity represents both 
the face of Canada and the Iroquois communities, 
with elements of their logo borrowed from both the 
national and the Iroquois Five Nations flags. For the 
third straight year, the popular team will face off for 
their home games in 2013 at the Ron Joyce Stadium 
on the McMaster University campus. Why not bring 
the family and make a “fast-break” to cheer them on 
when they go up against the New York Lizards (May 
11); Charlotte Hounds (May 17); Rochester Rattlers 
(Jun 22); Chesapeake Bayhawks (Jun 29); Ohio Ma-
chines (Jul 20); Boston Cannons (Jul 27) and Denver 
Outlaws (Aug 10). Game times vary; check website 
to verify and to buy tickets.

Rugby
mohawk sports complex, 1100 mohawk rd. E., 
hamilton 905.575.3133  hamiltonrugby.com
The physically challenging and daunting sport of 
Australian Rules Football is still alive and kicking, 
despite a mainstream drop-off since its early-1990s 
peak. Fielding a senior men’s rugby club for more 
than half a century, the Hamilton Hornets train on 
Tuesday and Thursday nights, with games on Satur-
days from Mar-Oct at the Mohawk Sports Complex. 
The club also offers programs for junior men of all 
ages. Watch the Hamilton Wildcats Australian Foot-
ball Club tear up the field on Saturdays May-August 
when the team takes on rivals at the Sports Complex.

Sailing
royal hamilton Yacht club, 1 macnab st. n., hamilton 
905.528.8464  rhyc.ca; Burlington sailing and Boating 
club, 841 lasalle Park rd., Burlington 905.681.6547  
burlbay.com 
Since 1888, the Royal Hamilton Yacht Club has 
brought a number of regattas to the southwestern 
shore of the harbour. One of only nine Canadian clubs 
granted the “Royal” distinction, the organization pro-
vides instruction for several marine activities, includ-
ing junior sailing, day-sailing, anchoring, and compet-
itive sailing and racing. Check website for upcoming 
race schedules. The Burlington Sailing & Boating 
Club has been bringing social events, weekend regat-
tas, boating seminars and tours to Burlington for more 

than 30 years. Located in LaSalle Park overlooking sce-
nic Burlington Bay, the club will also host the BS&BC 
3rd Annual “Bur”Gatta (July).

Skydiving
Dundas air Plaza, 461 hwy 5 W., Dundas
1.800.463.JumP   swoop.on.ca
Take the plunge for a breathtaking experience with 
the South Western Ontario Organization of Para-
chutists (SWOOP). After just 30 minutes of ground 
training, your highly skilled and certified Tandem 
Jumpmaster and you will free-fall together for 40 
seconds from 10,500 ft at speeds over 120 mph be-
fore deploying your parachute. Individual and tan-
dem jumps are available with the assistance of an 
instructor. Appointments must be booked well in 
advance. Skydivers must be at least 18 years old and 
weigh no more than 225 pounds to participate. Visit 
the website for more information.
Soccer
soccerworld hamilton, 104 Frid st., hamilton
905.521.8750   soccerworldhamilton.com
Players Paradise, 565 seaman rd., stoney creek 
905.643.3200  playersparadisesoccer.com
Soccerworld’s 44,000 square foot facility is the per-
fect spot to tear up the turf, regardless of the season. 
This multi-sport indoor field accommodates football 
and baseball in addition to its namesake sport, and 
is Hamilton’s only indoor golf dome (equipped with 
11 tee boxes and 65 yards of free span driving dis-
tance). Open weekdays Nov-Mar. Facility rental 
is available. Players Paradise is a state-of-the-art 
FIFA-approved indoor field that can be broken out 
into four playing fields separated by a mechanical 
mesh screen system. The climate-controlled facility 
features a premier synthetic turf system and 52-foot 
ceiling clearance. Fields are available for booking 
8am-11pm daily. 

Adventure Village
580 Van Wagners Beach rd., hamilton 
905.549.9444   adventure-village.com
Adventure Village features a wide range of fun. Tee 
off at the pro 18-hole mini-golf course, built around 
two acres of rapids, waterfalls, shipwrecks and a 
train trestle. Slo-pitch and hardball skills can be put 

to the test and polished to perfection in one of the 
park’s batting cages. Explore Big Al’s Mining Camp 
in search of precious gemstones, climb the 25-foot 
Rocky Mountain climbing wall, spin out in the state-
of-the-art Krazy Kars bumper cars, jump four sto-
reys high on the new Bungee Trampoline and zap 
your pals with a game of outdoor laser tag. Enjoy an 
extensive menu of top quality value-priced meals at 
Big Al’s Cookhouse (fully licensed). Open daily Apr-
Sep, weekends in October. Hours and prices vary; 
check website for info. 

Confederation Park
585 Van Wagners Beach rd., hamilton 
905.547.6141   conservationhamilton.ca
This 93-hectare recreation ground, located on the 
shores of Lake Ontario, provides non-stop fun. En-
compassing the wet wonderland Wild Waterworks, 
Adventure Village and Lakeland Kartway, it’s easy to 
spend the day at Confederation Park’s facilities. Fol-
low the 4.5 km Breezeway Trail lakeside promenade 
along Van Wagners Beach to an oasis of lush trees 
and rolling hills, featuring camp and picnic grounds. 
Refuel at the classic casual beach eatery Hutch’s or 
visit Baranga’s on the Beach, which serves up Medi-
terranean cuisine on the largest patio on western 
Lake Ontario.

Wild Waterworks
585 Van Wagners Beach rd., hamilton 
905.547.6141 ext 5007    conservationhamilton.ca
A million gallons of water provide relief from 
summer swelter. Home to one of Canada’s largest 
outdoor wave pools, the water park has four tube 
slides: Night Rider, Blue Demon, Vertigo and Side-
winder. Take the 5.5-storey plunge solo or in pairs, 
or try the heart-pounding twists of the Corkscrew 
and the Kamikaze body slides. The winding Eazy 
River tube ride provides a lazy time for those who 
shy away from nerve-rattling slides. The park will 
also delight children with Little Squirt Works, a wad-
ing pool with computer-controlled mists and foun-
tains. Open early June-Labour Day. Visit website for 
hours. Admission: General (11-64) $24.49, seniors 
$21.49, children 3-10, disabled and their attendants 
$15.99, children under 3 free.
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Susan Outlaw ‘s work can be 
found at Earls Court Gallery 
on Ottawa Street North or on-
line at susanoutlaw.com.
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Hooked on the Classics
It’s impossible to pay homage to 
Hamilton’s foodie institutions with-
out mentioning Hutch’s. Opened 
in 1946, it has won followers for 
its burgers, shakes, famous fish 
and chips and lakeside setting. 

Also in the cheap and cheerful 
category is the Big Top Family 
Restaurant, a beacon of greasy 
goodness for 60 years at Main and 
Sherman. The decor and old-menu 
may seem frozen in time, but 
that’s the way its patrons like it. 

Since 1969, Black Forest Inn has 
dished out German and Austrian 
specialties, including schnitzels so 
big they dwarf the plates they’re 

served on. Having to make the 
choice between these and the 
homemade sausages is a ‘wurst- 
case’ scenario all diners must face.

At Shakespeare’s, everyone 
from Liberace to Martin Short 
has waltzed through the doors in 
search of beef and seafood for 43 
years. It’s still owned and oper-
ated by the Putignano family and 
remains the go-to restaurant for 
special occasions.

Capri Ristorante Italiano circa 
1960 has changed with the times, 
but its pizzas remain objects 
of desire. Pasta dishes swim in 
homemade meat sauce and may 
cause rampant belt-loosening.

Culinary deligHts

Keep on truckin’ with these ‘Meals on Wheels’
Southern Smoke  southernsmoketruck.com  @SouthernSmokeTk
Gorilla Cheese  gorillacheese.wordpress.com  @gorilla_cheese
The Meatball Shoppe  themeatballshoppe.ca  @meatballshoppe
Curbside Crepes  facebook.com/curbsidecrepes  @curbsidecrepes
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Dining

WINGS
The birthplace of 
the chicken wing, 

Anchor Bar (2 King 
St. W.) opened 

its first Canadian 
location in Hamil-
ton. And yes, their 
wings are as good 

as they say.

PIZZA
Small on space, big 
on taste — and por-

tions — Bronzie’s 
Place (201 James 
St. S.) has been 

serving up top Ital-
ian nosh for years 

and their pizzas are 
no exception.

BURGERS
From the folks 

behind the Harbour 
Diner, Chuck’s Bur-
ger Bar (194 Locke 

St. S.) delivers 
grain-fed perfection 
that lives up to the 
hype. Best burger 

in the city.

BREAkfASt
Papa Leo’s (638 
Concession St.) 
features locally 

sourced eats in a 
cozy, family-friendly 
setting. Leo’s Hue-
vos Rancheros is 

the stuff of culinary 
legend. 

SWEEtS
Nickey and Josie’s 
Cake & Loaf Bakery 
(321 Dundurn St. 
S.) is a Hamilton 

institution and their 
desserts are not 
only made from 

scratch, but beyond 
delicious.

SUSHI
Matsuri Sushi (29 

King St. W.) in 
Dundas serves up 
authentic Japanese  
sushi, prepared by 
Master Chef Simon 

Wong. His sushi, 
and sashimi, is a 

revelation.

CAfE
The European-
inspired Mezza 

Caffé in Ancaster 
(1142 Wilson St. 

W.) serves up some 
of the best coffee, 
specialty beverages 
and desserts you’ll 

ever taste. 

BITS & BITES

HUNGRY IN HAMILTON?

TeA fOR TwO?
Locke Street’s Ceylon Tea Bush boasts more than 40 types of 
loose leaf teas, including their popular, and oh-so-blissful, Gin-
ger Peach – a Sri Lankan black tea with ginger and peach pieces.
Oh, did we mention they have 10 flavours of macarons?



in 1882, local farmer e.d. smith 
established a 120-acre farm in 
Winona, which would go on to 
become one of north america’s 
largest food manufacturers.

grape expectations
Tiptoe through the vineyards in 
Niagara and sip your way through 
the region’s wineries, more than 
80 in total. Hamilton is a perfect 
gateway into wine land, given 
its proximity. Within a half-hour’s 
drive, you’ll be nose-to-glass in 
some exquisite varietals. There’s 
no doubt that Icewine is the jewel 
in the crown here, but others are 
now emerging as worthy oppon-
ents for top billing. The terroir (or 
dirt, as regular folks might say), Ni-
agara Escarpment and the cooling 
winds off the lake create growing 
conditions that make grapes, and 
winemakers, very happy.

Given Hamilton’s proximity to 
the Niagara region, it’s not surpris-
ing that the area boasts two winer-
ies of its own. Ridge Road Estate 
Winery, ridgeroadwinery.ca, has 
won accolades for its Gamay Noir 
and Pinot Noir, two reds pleasing 
to diverse palates. At Puddicombe 
Estate, puddicombefarms.com, 
it’s all about the fruit. Their playful 
fruit-based wines go great with 
slices of their amazing pie.

Keep on truckin’ with these ‘Meals on Wheels’
Southern Smoke  southernsmoketruck.com  @SouthernSmokeTk
Gorilla Cheese  gorillacheese.wordpress.com  @gorilla_cheese
The Meatball Shoppe  themeatballshoppe.ca  @meatballshoppe
Curbside Crepes  facebook.com/curbsidecrepes  @curbsidecrepes
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Been there, drank that!
In the city that gave the world its first Tim Hortons, you can bet 
that coffee is much revered. At Speakeasy Café on Ferguson Av-
enue North, you can savour Kochere Gayo, a house blend judged 
at an international food show as being the best in the world. At 
Red Crow Coffee on James Street South, cups of locally roasted 
and micro-bean varieties are poured with pride. In Dundas, staff 
members from Detour Roasters Café compete for national acclaim 
as the best barista and have the ability to describe coffee nuances 
like fine wine. Watch for places like The Freeway or Connections 
Café offering pours from Red Hill Coffee Trade, Hamilton’s own 
roaster of artisan java, free trade and organic beans. 

dishes with a dash of decadence, 
such as foie gras-stuffed meatballs 
and mini filet mignon sliders.

It’s not just the location that 
has won Sarcoa raves. Over-
looking Pier 8, diners can gaze at 
sailboats out on the water while 
nibbling on Ontario-centric fare. 
Local, fresh and homemade are 
the key words here. 

Stoney Creek’s Edgewater 
Manor is housed in a 1920s man-
sion. In such a luxe setting, the 
food has to match, and it does. 
International flavours meet Can-
adian sensibility in entrees like 
pan-seared tuna and Australian 
rack of lamb. 

YOU 
GOTTA  
eAT HeRe
Restaurants are a lot like movies. 
Critics, and crowds, love ’em 
or hate ’em. These eateries are 
superstars in their own right, earn-
ing glowing reviews! 

Quatrefoil in Dundas is a block-
buster based on the rave reviews. 
Dishes flow out of the kitchen like 
a well-paced tango. Delicately fla-
voured appetizers include grilled 
calamari and ricotta gnocchi. 

One of the top-rated eateries 
amongst the dining public is Rap-
scallion, whose menu focuses on 

arts & drafts 
Although Hamilton’s breweries 
have not lasted, many of the area’s 
beer establishments have. 

The Collins Brewhouse in Dun-
das has poured pints since 1841, 
decades before Canada became 
a country. Meanwhile in Ancaster, 
The Coach & Lantern Pub traces 
the roots of its home to 1823. 

Across from the Gore Park foun-
tain, Chester’s Beers of the World 
caters to drinkers wanting to taste 
global beers without the travel. 
The list of offerings is lengthy, but 
the knowledgeable servers deftly 
guide customers through it. 

Also downtown is The Ship, 
which bills itself as Hamilton’s first 
“nano” brewery. Its own brew, 
The Ships Rations, is a 6.5 percent 
high-octane IPA. 

Crafty types like the Winking 
Judge in Hess Village; with 22 beer 
taps in operation, sippers never 
experience lack of choice.

The first Tim Hortons 
opened on Hamil-
ton’s Ottawa Street 
North in 1964!

Quatrefoil in Dun-
das has earned 
rave reviews from 
magazines such as 
enRoute. 

QuATREFOIL PHOTO By MARK HORSLEy

the Hamilton Farm-
ers’ Market was 
founded in 1837, at 
the corner of york 
and James streets.

Hamilton is home to g.s. 
dunn, the largest and 
oldest dry mustard mil-
ler in the world, estab-
lished back in 1867.
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Around the World
Don’t look now, but there’s a definite buzz around hamilton’s burgeoning culinary 

scene, whether it be the appearance of local eateries on the Food network’s 

popular You Gotta Eat Here or the continued emergence of quality restos in 

the core. it’s clear that visitors to our fine city are cottoning on to what hardcore 

hamilton foodies have known for years; that the Greater hamilton area can give 

our big-city brethren a run for its culinary money. no matter your craving, chances 

are there’s a restaurant, bar, eatery or bistro in the area that will not only satisfy, but 

leave you spoilt for choice in the process. From Ethiopian and Peruvian to indian, 

French and every nation in between, hamilton’s got you covered. so really, there’s 

no excuse not to partake of the top quality food and drink on our doorstep.

My-thai restaurant
42 Wilson st. W., ancaster
21 John st. n., Hamilton

399 elizabeth st., Burlington
There’s no need to travel for 

authentic Thai cuisine. From their 
signature pad thai to crisp mango 
salad and spicy curries, My-Thai is 
also veggie and belly-friendly, of-

fering a selection of vegetarian and 
gluten-free dishes.  mythai.ca

Culantro Cookery
47 King William st.

Culantro is a Peruvian cookery 
serving up fast casual – and 

slow-cooked — dishes. Chef Juan 
offers up empanadas as well as a 

handful of entrees, including Lomo 
Saltado, strips of beef in soy sauce 
with red onions and potatoes, and 
Pollo A La Brasa – Peru’s national 
dish, don’tcha know – marinated 
rotisserie chicken. Oh, and try the 
purple corn juice, which is way 
more delicious than it sounds.  

culantro.ca

la spaghett Pasta House
970 upper James st., Hamilton
If authentic Italian cooking in an 
oh-so-intimate setting is on your 

culinary wishlist, then La Spaghett 
will not disappoint. For more than 
20 years, this resto has been serv-
ing classic Italian fare — with over 
30 types of artisan pasta sauces, 

made from scratch, to choose 
from and an extensive wine list to 
boot, featuring more than a few 
bottles you won’t find in stores.

 laspaghett.com

Zum linzer
537 Main st. e., Hamilton

Not only is Zum Linzer one of the 
cosiest — and comfiest  — res-
taurants in Hamilton, but their 
authentic Austrian and German 
cuisine keeps the schnitzel joint 
jumpin’ six days a week, and has 
done so since 1997. Their schnit-

zels are legendary — doesn’t 
matter which one, they’re all 

delicious — as is their selection 
of German lagers. Just be sure to 
bring an appetite as the portions 

are beyond generous.

Bistro Parisien
150 James st. s., Hamilton

Bistro Parisien, Hamilton’s only 
authentic French bistro, is nestled 

in a 150-year-old former book-
shop in the city’s upscale and 

picturesque Durand neighbour-
hood and not surprisingly, the 
ambience is as genuine as the 
cuisine. For a taste of Paris, try 
the Rabbit Pâté, the Coquilles 

Saint-Jacques, Mussels Provençal 
or the Duck Confit. Wednesdays 
feature all-you-can-eat mussels 
for $12.95 and they feature a 
three-course lunch and dinner 

prix fixe menu.    
bistroparisien.comindia Village restaurant

100 King st. W., dundas 
370 Wilson st. e., ancaster

If you love Indian food, you’ll be 
spoilt for choice, as India Village 
has two locations serving up de-

lectable Indian cuisine. Try the ko-
rma shahi, with its rich and creamy 

coconut drenched vegetables 
and the butter naan is out of this 

world. Or better yet, try their popu-
lar Curry Special, which gets you a 
curry combo and an imported beer 

for $18 (Tuesday & Wednesdays 
only.)  indiavillage.ca

Wass ethiopian 
restaurant

207 James st. s., Hamilton
Hamilton restaurants are 

packed with global flavours.  
Local Ethiopian resto Wass 
cooks up oh-so aromatic 
Ethiopian dishes that are 
sure to tantalize your taste 

buds. Snagging the Gold Star 
Award for the best vegetar-

ian/vegan restaurant in View 
Magazine, its hearty stews 

and vegetarian fare are local 
favourites, offering a taste of 

Africa in Steeltown. wass
ethiopianrestaurant.com

Culinary deligHts
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Where great food, good friends 

and a little bit of history come 

together. The Powerhouse truly 

was a power house – in the 

early 1890’s it provided power 

for electrical rail lines. Come 

for the great ambiance in a 

historical setting located in the 

centre of Stoney Creek village. 

The lights are on, step inside 

and feel the warmth of our 

rich wood decor and massive 

chandelier. Experience what 

The Powerhouse has to offer!

thepowerhouse.ca

Located in the Corktown 

neighborhood, this historical 

building dates back to the late 

1800’s. The Pheasant Plucker 

provides delicious and creative 

pub fare in a relaxed and 

charming atmosphere. Our 

two fireplaces and wood floors 

create an authentic British pub 

feel. We offer daily specials and 

weekend breakfast and you can 

always expect freshly made 

entrees and friendly service.  

All that a pub should be!

pheasantplucker.ca

The Augusta House welcomes 

you to an upscale dining 

experience that skillfully 

combines traditional favorites 

and innovative pub fare. 

Explore a menu filled with 

exceptional selections, 

including a delicious brunch 

you won’t soon forget all 

weekend from 11am-2pm. We 

also serve up food for the soul 

hosting a regular schedule of 

great live music. The Augusta 

House – a true gastropub!

theaugustahouse.com

Coming Soon to AnCASter!
A new dining experience. Phenomenal food, 
serene atmosphere and charismatic staff!  
Your newest dining destination!

&&Where Great Food

come toGether
&Great Friends 

PowerHouse_FP.indd   43 4/2/13   9:50 AM



BISTRO 
Bistro Parisien

150 James st. s., hamilton, 905.546.0003
bistroparisien.com
Housed in a restored heritage terrace building, Bistro 
Parisien boasts a warm, comfortable atmosphere. 
Savour the delectable menu of Hamilton’s only 
authentic French bistro. Select breakfast items 
available Sun 11:30am-3pm.  $$y›Ù—Ê˙ 

Boo’s Bistro & Wine Bar
164 James st. s., hamilton, 905.296.7598
boosbistro.ca
Casual fine dining in a snug but stylish space. The 
focus is on global cuisine with an eclectic palate. 
The menu centres around brilliant textures and 
spices, and varies in ethnicity from Thai, Malaysian, 
Singaporean, Indian and North American cuisines.   
$$ › ÙÊ 

Il Fiasco
182 locke st. s., hamilton, 905.522.8549
ilfiasco.ca
Casual, colourful and intimate, Il Fiasco offers a se-
lection of fun, flavourful dishes with a hint of the 
exotic, as well as an array of inventive and satisfying 
daily specials.  $$$  Ù  Ê

The Village Green Cuisine   
925 King st. W., hamilton, 905.296.6300
thevillagegreencuisine.com
Take in the inviting scents of vegetarian fusion cuisine. 
Daily beef or chicken entrees available as well. Bistro 
is open for breakfast, lunch and dinner. Private dining 
room for groups of up to 20.  $$yÙ—Ê

CAFÉ/TEA HOuSE
The Baltimore House

43 King William st., hamilton, 289.396.4830
baltimorehouse.ca
A vibrant addition to the King William strip as of De-
cember 2011, this cozy and dramatic spot is all at once 
a café, lounge, music venue, reading perch and night 
spot. Inspired by the likes of Edgar Allan Poe, this so-
phisticated and stirring space brings a bit of poetic 
grace and class to the neighbourhood.  $$ ›Ù

The Bean Bar
1012 King st. W., hamilton, 905.524.2326
beanbar.ca
This Westdale fixture offers designer coffees and a 
wide variety of teas, hot and cold sandwiches, pizzas, 
pastas and dozens of tempting desserts.  $$ ›Ù˙

Cannon Coffee Co.
179 ottawa st. n., hamilton, 289.700.0088
A beautiful artisan coffee shop on Ottawa Street at 
Cannon, featuring locally roasted coffee and delicious 
food made in-house. Come in and enjoy a ridiculously 
good waffle sandwich!  $ yÙ ̇ —

Detour Roasters Café
41 King st. W., Dundas, 289.238.8360
detourcafe.ca
Gourmet roasts from around the world as well as cof-
fees of the day, espressos, a range of teas and a light, 
delectable bistro menu. Breakfast and lunch avail-
able daily. Now serving dinner Thu-Sat.  $$ yÙ˙
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DINING 
GUIDE

hamilton’s GuiDE to thE arEa’s 
PrEmiEr DininG DEstinations

 $ under $20
 $$ $20 - $40
 $$$ over $40
 y  open for breakfast  
  and/or brunch
 › open after theatre
 Ù Vegetarian options

$ nder $20

kEY tO SYMBOLS
 ` Patio
 — takeout and 
  catering available
 Ê reservations   
  recommended
 ˙ Wheelchair   
  accessible

For a complete directory of area restau-
rants, download the Visit hamilton app!

M
G! (Has it reallybeen that

 lo
n

g
?)

Celebrating 10 years in Burlington’s historic Village Square
and 20 years in beautiful Downtown Oakville!

2041 Pine Street ~ 905.639.1176  |  125 Lakeshore Road E ~ 905.338.1594

www.paradisorestaurant.com
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Johnny's Coffee
129 locke st. s., hamilton, 905.769.3694 
johnnyscoffee.ca  
Since opening last year, Johnny’s Coffee has been pro-
viding quality beans, quality food and a quality space 
where you can relax and enjoy yourself.  $ yÙ—

Mezza Caffé 
1142 Wilson st. W., ancaster, 905.648.4646
28 James st. n., hamilton (lister Block)  
If you’re serious about coffee and have a passion for 
interior design, then Mezza Caffé in Ancaster is 
worth a visit. From gourmet coffee and other 
specialty beverages to light meals, desserts and 
pastries, everything is top notch, with many of the 
ingredients flown in from Italy. $ yÙ ̇

Mulberry Street Coffeehouse
193 James st. n., hamilton, 905.963.1365 
mulberrystreet.ca
Chic and airy, this corner café plays on the history and 
creativity of the James North neighbourhood, as well 
as the obvious charms of its delicious organic menu 
and wealth of specialty coffees.  $ yÙ` ̇

My Dog Joe 
1020 King st. W., hamilton, 905.777.8100
mydogjoe.squarespace.com
A hip, casual spot that has carved out a niche beyond 
the university set, thanks to its delicious and healthy 
organic menu (the savoury muffins are a standout) 
and stellar fair trade coffees.  $ yÙ` ̇

Radius Cafe 
151 James st. s., hamilton, 905.393.1658
radius.ca  
Fresh, fast pizzas and sandwiches, soups and 
salads, gourmet coffees, teas and desserts, with 
complimentary high speed WiFi to keep you connected. 
Also enjoy take-away for meals on the go. $ yÙ ̇

Red Crow Coffee
211 James st. s., hamilton, 905.521.2124
redcrowcoffee.com
Hamilton’s newest independent coffee bar, proudly 
serving a changing variety of locally roasted fine coffees 
including single-origin, blends and microclimate 
beans. Go for brunch and find out why their Benny 
California is quickly becoming the weekend's most 
popular dish. $ yÙ ̇

Rose Garden Teahouse 
hendrie Park Gardens, 680 Plains rd. W., Burlington, 
905.527.1158
Enjoy light lunches and pastries at this scenic tea 
room in the midst of RBG’s stunning rose collection. 
Large back deck overlooks the lush woods of Hen-
drie Valley.  $ y ̀ —

CHINESE 
Affinity

87 John st. s., hamilton, 905.529.2598
Fresh, healthy, vegetarian and vegan-friendly options 
abound. A delicious and wide-ranging assortment of 
meatless Asian dishes are featured.  $$ Ù Ê—

Forbidden City 
210 King st. E., hamilton, 905.528.5945  
Chinese food in both the Cantonese and Szechuan 
traditions. You can safely get adventurous here – 
everything is good.  $$ ÙÊ— 

CONTINENTAL 
Ancaster Mill 

548 old Dundas rd., ancaster, 905.648.1828
ancastermill.ca
Originally a grist mill built in 1792, this restaurant’s 
dining rooms overlook the mill race. Its seasonally in-
spired menu makes it a great place to take the whole 
family. Sun brunch. Perfect for special get-togethers. 
$$$ yÙÊ˙

Chagall’s 
sheraton hotel, 116 King st. W., hamilton, 
905.529.5515
A spacious and elegant dining room enhanced by ro-
mantic candlelight, offering superb service and the 
culinary expertise of a renowned chef.  $$$ y Ù ̇

Edgewater Manor Restaurant 
518 Fruitland rd., stoney creek, 905.643.9332
edgewatermanor.com
The lakefront view and rich history lend elegant 
ambience to the dining experience. Steak, seafood, 
lamb and pasta form the basis of an eclectic menu.   
$$$ › Ù Ê —

25 John Street North, Hamilton
905-525-7811 • 905-529-0044 • www.capriristorante.ca

 Serving Hamilton Since 1963

Dine-in • Take Out • Delivery • Open 7 days a week

Home Style Italian Cuisine
Made to Perfection!



Incognito Restaurant & Wine Bar
93 John st. s., hamilton, 905.296.5832
incognitorestaurant.ca
A low-key facade hides a polished, casually elegant 
two-storey eatery with an excellent prix fixe option 
and a local/seasonal menu that spans à la carte dishes 
and table d’hôte options.  $$ ›Ù Ê

Rousseau House Restaurant and Lounge  
375 Wilson st. E., ancaster, 905.648.8863
rousseauhouse.ca
An upscale restaurant in the heart of Ancaster, lo-
cated mere minutes from the 403. Enjoy dinner, 
lunch or weekend brunch in the elegant dining room, 
or choose the more casual main floor bar/lounge for 
tapas.  $$$ y›Ù`Ê—

Sarcoa 
57 Discovery Drive, hamilton, 905.528.5757
sarcoa.ca
Hamilton’s newest resto has jaw-dropping water-
front views — including an expansive 350-seat patio 
overlooking Pier 8 — that are unrivalled anywhere 
in the city. The menu boasts house-aged steaks, in-
house smoked meats such as brisket and sausage, 
as well as seasonal salads and house-made desserts.      
$$$›`ÙÊ˙

VIP Restaurant
649 main st. W., hamilton, 905.527.3555
viprestaurant.ca
Located at the Visitors Inn, enjoy casual fine dining 
in VIP’s elegant, sophisticated dining room. Distin-
guished chefs with more than 50 years of combined 
experience make every meal memorable.  $$ › Ù 
` Ê — ̇

ETHIOPIAN 
Wass Ethiopian Restaurant  

207 James st. s., hamilton, 289.389.5294
wassethiopianrestaurant.com 
Enjoy flavour-rich food created from exotic blends 
of spices and enticing sauces, served with injera flat-
bread. Lunch and dinner daily.  $$ Ù`—

EuROPEAN  
Black Forest Inn

255 King st. E., hamilton, 905.528.3538
blackforestinn.ca
Wolfgang and Gabi Schoen still preside over the most 
popular German/Austrian restaurant in town, fea-
tured in early 2013 on The Food Network’s You Gotta 
Eat Here! Delicious homemade sausages and a su-
perb variety of schnitzels are handsomely portioned 
and economical.  $ Ù`—˙

Denninger’s Foods of the World
284 King st. E., hamilton, 905.528.8468
2 King st. W., hamilton, 905.525.9641
1289 upper James st., hamilton, 905.389.4113
826 Queenston rd., stoney creek, 905.662.5237
denningers.com
Denninger’s offers a wide selection of fine imported 
and domestic groceries and specialty foods. Euro-
pean-style entrees, soups and salads highlight the 
large selection of prepared meals. A staple of the area 
since 1954, Denninger’s is known for its fine imported 
goods and exceptional gourmet gift baskets.  $ yÙ

Konoba
34 hess st. s., hamilton, 289.389.2551
konobahess.com
Konoba’s atmosphere promises to be relaxing. The 
menu features a selection of pan-ethnic dishes influ-
enced by Croatian, German and Italian Cuisine. The 
food is flavourful and made from scratch with local 
ingredients and hormone-free meat, all served with 
Croatian hospitality.  $$ ›Ù`—Ê

Nostalgia Family Restaurant
225 King st. W., Dundas, 905.627.4677
nostalgiafamilyrestaurant.blogspot.ca   
Formerly the Schwaben Inn, generous portions of 
German food are still offered at affordable prices. 
In addition to several schnitzels, the menu includes 
rouladen, beef goulash and a very good sauerbraten.  
$$ —˙

Wild Orchid Restaurant 
286 James st. n., hamilton, 905.528.7171
wildorchidrestaurant.ca
Specializing in authentic Portuguese cuisine, the 
unique menu features crab, grilled calamari and other 
fresh fish plus a variety of other dishes such as pasta, 
steak, chicken and pork. The ideal location for spe-
cial occasions.  $$ ›`Ù—Ê˙
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Every meal is meticulously created for your enjoyment and prepared 
in-house from scratch, with ingredients from local farmers and  
growers whenever possible.

Designed to enhance your dining experience, pair your meal with 
one of over 30 wines by the glass, each carefully selected to be the 
perfect complement. 

With 12 delicious new menu items, we coudn’t be  
more excited to share our passion for great dining.

B U R L I N G T O N
  2429 Fairview Street
  (at Guelph Line)
  905.333.3339

canyoncreekrestaurant.ca

NEW GARLIC SHRIMP 
           RAVIOLI

NEW BACON & DATE STUFFING  
           TOPPED PORK CHOP

NEW THAI CHICKEN SALAD

 CHANGE IS  

 GOOD.
  IN FACT,  

IT’S DELICIOUS.
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Zum Linzer  
537 main st. E., hamilton, 905.528.0023
This cheerful European restaurant serves every-
thing from schnitzels and rindsrouladen to beef, 
veal, chicken and fish dishes. German beers on tap. 
$$ Ù`Ê

EXCuRSIONS 
Hamilton Harbour Queen  

47 Discovery Dr.,  hamilton, 905.525.4498
hamiltonwaterfront.com 
Looking for a unique dining experience? Sail away 
aboard the Harbour Queen on one of their scheduled 
lunch, dinner or brunch cruises.  $$$ ÙÊ˙

FRESH MARKET CuISINE 
Green Smoothie Bar

236 James st. n., hamilton, 289.396.2288
thegreensmoothiebar.com
Your source for all that’s green joined the eclectic 
James Street North district in summer 2012. With 
the motto “healthy made easy,” smoothies just got a 
whole lot more nutritious.  $ Ù

GOuRMET 
The Courtyard 

254 locke st. s., hamilton, 905.546.9900
thecourtyardonlocke.com
The menu at this intimate bistro puts the focus squarely 
on local and organic. Fri and Sat evenings feature four-
course wine tastings and live piano.  $$$ yÙ`

Rapscallion Restaurant
61 Young st., hamilton, 905.522.0088
rapscallionrestaurant.com
At this downtown eatery, the chefs are all about skill, 
passion and bringing a new vibe to the dining scene.  
The blackboard menu changes with the season and 
the whims of the owners.  At Rapscallion, they’re not 
stuffy – just decadent and fun.  $$ ÙÊ

INDIAN 
Gate of India  

201 James st. n., hamilton, 905.528.5548
gateofindia.ca
Authentic and delicious Indian dishes, including 
chicken or shrimp grilled over live coals in a tandoor 
oven, make for an epicurean experience.  $$ Ù —

The Himalya
160 centennial Pkwy n., hamilton, 905.578.7400
This simply decorated, family-run all-vegetarian In-
dian restaurant is a small but popular choice for take-
out and catering as the food is fantastic.  $ Ù— 

Mahal 
22 King st. E., hamilton, 905.777.0077
Enjoy a selection of authentic appetizers, tandoori 
specialties, curry and rice dishes, vegetarian selec-
tions and desserts. Catering/banquet services avail-
able. Lunch and dinner buffet daily. Halal food served.  
$ Ù`—Ê

Modern India Buffet 
163 main st. W., hamilton, 905.524.2815 
modernindiabuffet-sportsbar.com
Marvel at an incredible array of freshly prepared 
sweet and spicy specialties, buffet and à la carte, 
vegetarian and non-vegetarian. Large selection of glu-
ten-, dairy- and nut-free dishes available. Open daily 
for lunch and dinner.  $ Ù—

Sagarmatha Curry Palace 
43 King William st., hamilton, 905.522.6999 
currypalacerestaurant.com
Formerly Flavour of Himalaya, Sagarmatha offers 
authentic Indian and Nepalese cuisine – a large var-
iety of vegetarian, chicken, lamb, fish and seafood 
dishes, curries, tandoori, tikka, mountain delicacies 
and sweets.  $$ Ù—

Shehnai Restaurant
447 main st. W. (at Dundurn), hamilton, 905.577.0002 
shehnairestaurant.com
Started in December 1990, Adbul Choudhury and 
Azizul Haque have welcomed guests at the Shehnai 
Restaurant on Main Street West for over 15 years. 
Shehnai Restaurant is a small yet colourful, relaxed 
and comfortable authentic Indian cuisine restaurant.  
$$ Ù— 

ITALIAN 
Barbara Caffé    

387 Barton st., stoney creek, 905.664.7316
barbaracaffe.ca

www.hamiltonfarmersmarket.ca

Local seasonal produce
International year round produce
Meats, poultry, eggs & fi sh
Flowers & plants
Cheese & dairy
Fresh pasta & prepared foods
Specialty oils, sauces and 
condiments
Artisans

MARKET

35 York Boulevard,
Downtown Hamilton

905-546-2096

Tuesday  7am - 6pm 
Thursday  7am - 6pm
Friday  8am - 6pm
Saturday  6am - 6pm

Hours: MARKET
A Living Tradition

HAMILTON FARMERS’

Est.1837

BEST BUYS
AwArd-winning 
winES UndEr $15

27

CheCk out the 2012 winners at inTErVin.cA
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A refreshing break from your daily routine

 · 136 new, refined and contemporary guestrooms
· The Bistro – Eat. Drink. Connect

· Courtyard refreshing lobby · Complimentary parking
· 4000 sq. ft. renewed meeting space

· Seamless WiFi connectivity · State-of-the-art fitness room

1224 Upper James St,  
Hamilton, ON L9C 3B1  

905-383-7772  
marriott.com/yhmcy

SAme greAt Service.  
FreSh new look.  

IT’S a NEW STay IN DECEmBEr 2013

398 John Street, Downtown Burlington
905.637.6137 | redcanoebistro.com

Modern Canadian Cuisine
Fresh regional Canadian ingredients

Seasonally influenced menus
Private room available • Event catering
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Robust ReDs that satisfy youR CRaviNgs

belle glos WiNe 2009 ClaRk &  telephoNe viNeyaRD piNot NoiR
blaCk hills estate  WiNeRy 2009 Nota beNeflat RoCk CellaRs 2009  gRavity piNot NoiRgRaNt buRge 2008 the holy tRiNityteDesChi 2006 MoNte olMi aMaRoNe  Delle valpoliCella ClassiCoviña MoNtes 2009 alpha  CabeRNet sauvigNoN

Featured Wines:

get ClosuReputtiNg the CoRk  Debate to beD

Catching up with Okanagan Cabernet

Role Player

golDeN ChilDCalifoRNia viNtNeRs  get staRstRuCk

uppeR CRustthe peRfeCt pizza WiNe

Subscribe 
to Canada’s  

very best wine  
magazine

7 ISSUES JUST $28.65
$10.95

Call 905-634-8003 x303 or  
visit vinesmag.com to 

subscribe today.

57 Discovery Dr., Hamilton
905.528.5757 | sarcoa.ca

This Restaurant was designed to change
the way people perceive dining out in Hamilton
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Fine Italian dining. Excellent pasta, meat, seafood and 
vegetarian selections, all homemade in the authentic 
old-world way. Extensive wine list, sumptuous 
desserts.  $$ ›Ù`—Ê˙

Café Limoncello 
226 ottawa st. n., hamilton, 905.549.3556 
cafelimoncello.com
Authentic traditional Italian cuisine in a 
comfortable, contemporary setting. Limoncello has 
developed a faithful following with its fabulous 
breakfast, lunch and dinner entrees, out-of-this-
world desserts and down-to-earth prices.  $$ y› 
Ù`— Ê ̇

Earth to Table Bread Bar
258 locke st. s., hamilton
905.522.2999 breadbar.ca
Earth to Table bills itself as an artisinal bakery by 
day and pizzeria by night, but serves everything 
from pizza and pasta to salads and sandwiches. 
They offer handcrafted food, made with the finest 
ingredients for people who want a better quality 
meal. $$ yÙ— ̇

The Capri Ristorante Italiano 
25 John st. n., hamilton, 905.525.7811
capriristorante.ca
The Capri has been around for almost half a century, 
offering good, honest food served much as it has been 
for generations in Italy. Meals are consistently pre-
pared with the utmost care, tradition and using the 
freshest ingredients. Catering and special menus 
available.  $ y› Ù — ̇  

Chicago Style Pizza
534 upper sherman ave., hamilton, 905.575.8800
An East Mountain institution for years, come find out 
why this Italian feastery was recently profiled on The 
Food Network’s You Gotta Eat Here! Savoury staples 
abound and keep locals and dedicated out-of-towners 
packing the place every evening. If you haven’t tried 
their Stuffed Pizza (imagine what a cake-sized saucy, 
steamy and cheesy pizza might be like), then you 
haven’t lived – it is the height of decadence.  $ ÙÊ

La Piazza Allegra 
180 James st. s., hamilton, 905.777.8970
lapiazza.ca
Upscale dining in a setting evocative of an Italian 
piazza with its open concept, ornate fixtures and art-
work. The menu offers a choice of pastas and entrees, 
traditional Italian food with a contemporary twist, 
and the wine cellar holds more than 50 varieties. Spe-
cial menus for private occasions.  $$ ›Ù—Ê

Lo Presti’s at Maxwell’s 
165 Jackson st. E., hamilton, 905.528.0205 
loprestisatmaxwells.com
Long renowned for fine dining and attentive service, 
Lo Presti’s at Maxwell’s offers traditional continental 
and Italian cuisine together with new and innovative 
options created with the freshest seasonal ingredi-
ents. Enjoy homemade pastas, excellent veal and sea-
food and the finest of vintages.  $$$ ÙÊ˙

Maccheroni Cucina al Fresco 
1560 main st. W., hamilton, 905.527.6422
maccheronicucina.com 
Casual dining menu features simple Italian-style 
cooking including lamb, veal, a variety of homestyle 
pasta and pizza dishes and is well known for substan-
tial portions and fresh ingredients.  $$ Ù`—˙

Romano’s Ristorante
1275 rymal rd., hamilton, 905.387.6041, 
romanosristorante.com
Enjoy authentic cuisine from the many regions of 
Italy: pizza and pasta, quality cuts of meat and chicken 
along with the finest seafood, using the freshest and 
most local ingredients prepared expertly by a team of 
professional chefs.  $$`Ù—˙

Valentino’s Restaurant 
824 King st. W., hamilton, 905.523.4240
835 Paramount Drive, stoney creek, 905.385.3284
valentinosrestaurant.ca
Specialty coffees, fat-free/sugar-free gelato, gour-
met pizza, pasta and other Italian cuisine, plus ex-
quisite desserts, all at affordable prices. A sure-
fire hit. Westdale location features licensed patio.  
$$ ›Ù`—˙

280 Van Wagners Beach Road, Hamilton  905-545-5508

Hutch's classic combination of great food, fast service and 1950's-style dining makes it one of 
the area's most popular eateries. The atmosphere inside is made warm and friendly by the 
classic diner-style booths, old sports pictures on the walls and great music on the jukebox.

Join us for “Oldies” Cruise Nights on the Beach

OPE
N
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r 

rOuN
d

1560 Main Street West, Hamilton   
905 527 6422  maccheronicucina.com

A menu of Italian recipes with  
a touch of the Mediterranean.  

Dine in our courtyard during summer months. 

704 Mt. Pleasant Rd., Mt. Pleasant 
Dinner Mon–Sat 5–10pm

519-484-2750   devlinscountrybistro.com

Monday, Tuesday  
& Wednesday Only

Celebrating  
Our 22nd  

Anniversary!Surf 
& Turf 
Special 
$22150 James St S, Hamilton 

905-546-0003  
bistroparisien.com

Hamilton’s Only  
Authentic  

French Bristro

Inviting Ambiance in  
the Heart of Hamilton’s  

Historic Durand  
Neighbourhood



50  t o u r i s m h a m i l t o n . c o m

JAPANESE / KOREAN 
August 8  

1 Wilson st., hamilton, 905.524.3838
834 Brant st., Burlington, 905.633.8288
august8.ca
Choose from an astounding 170 items on a menu that 
includes all-you-can-eat sushi and dim sum, à la carte 
items and catering. Quality ingredients, friendly ser-
vice and a crisp, modern decor.  $$ ›Ù—

Kampai 
236 King st. W., hamilton, 905.777.8744
kampai.ca
Impressive selection of fresh sushi, sashimi, tempura 
and teriyaki, plus bento boxes, soups and salads, a sushi 
bar and a full-service bar. Large selection of sake. Great 
taste, selection and service.  $$ ›Ù—

Koi Restaurant 
27-29 hess st. s., hamilton, 905.308.7507
koihess.com
Asian-American fusion cuisine featuring fresh sushi, 
grilled meats and succulent seafood, served in a 
cosmopolitan atmosphere.  $$ › Ù — ̀ Ê˙

Matsuri Sushi
24 King st. E., Dundas, 905.628.0133
dundasmatsurisushi.com  
A relaxed, intimate space offering sushi, appetizers, 
salads and desserts. Owner Simon Wong trained for 10 
years under the tutelage of a master sushi maker and 
brings that expertise to each bite.  $$ Ù —Ê  

u Shao BBQ
27 John st. s., hamilton, 905.521.8880
ushaobbq.com
An all-you-can-eat Korean-style BBQ Grill House 
located in the heart of downtown  at the corner of 
John St. S. and Main St. E. Take the stage as cook 
and prepare your food to perfection over the grill 
embedded right into your table.  $$Ù ›—

MEDITERRANEAN 
Acclamation Bar and Grill 

191 James st. n., hamilton, 905.523.7269
acclamation.ca
Dining with global appeal and just a hint of Portu-
guese. Watch the game in the back lounge on plasma 
TVs in the upscale, inviting dining room, or play com-
plimentary pool by the fire in the lower lounge. Pri-
vate catering available.  $$›Ù`—Ê˙

MEXICAN / SOuTH AMERICAN
Burrito Boyz

66 King st. E. (Gore Park), hamilton, 905.529.2699
Their name pretty much says it all: this place is for 
anyone who loves  freshly grilled burritos, with fresh 
ingredients, homemade guacamole...oh, and let us 
not forget that secret burrito sauce. $ Ù

Che Burrito & Lounge
38 hess st. s., hamilton, 905.524.5555
This hip spot at the south end of Hess Village claims 
to serve the best burrito in the city. Judge for your-
self, or try their quesadillas, nachos, salads or des-
serts.  $›Ù`—

Culantro Peruvian Cookery
47 King William st., hamilton, 905.777.0060
culantro.ca
The newly opened Culantro Peruvian Cookery 
prepares from-scratch food in-house. Free-range 
chicken, local meats and unique sauces made 
according to treasured family recipes from imported 
Peruvian peppers and herbs. Try their Chicha Morada 
— Purple Corn Juice — it’s beyond delicious and way 
better than it sounds.  $$ Ù˙

Mex-I-Can
107 James st. n., hamilton, 905.527.1554  
Authentic Mexican food made fresh with authentic 
products of Mexico. Everything from chimichanga, 
burritos and fajitas to gluten-free quesadilla and 
tamale dishes.  $$ Ù—

Olé Gourmet
82 locke st. s., hamilton, 289.925.6899
642 concession st., hamilton, 289.389.3333
174 hwy 8, stoney creek, 905.928.8226 
olegourmet.com
Olé Gourmet’s tacos are made with the freshest 
ingredients, and they offer healthy choices with  
meats, fish and salsas. Olé Gourmet  caters to 
authentic Mexican-food lovers as well as customers 
with special diets, offering vegetarian and gluten-free 
items.  $ Ù—

November 14-17, 2013
metro toroNto CoNveNtioN CeNtre 

DowNtowN toroNto 

foodandwineexpo.ca

Presented by

GFWE_2-3.indd   1 4/22/13   10:18 AM
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VILLAGEVILLAGE
InternationalInternational

Located at Ferguson Station
in Downtown Hamilton
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From the Eclectic to the Elegant,
Captivate your Senses in  

International Village!

www.hamiltoninternationalvillage.ca
    -InternationalVillage BIA       -HamIntlVillage

Main St. E, King St. E & King William St. 
from Mary St. to West Ave, in Downtown Hamilton

LABOUR DAY
WEEKEND

HAMILTON

Oktoberfest
A Taste of INTERNATIONAL VILLAGE

Presented by

COMING SOON!

Go to www.hamiltoninternationalvillage.ca 
for information on headlining acts, 

performances and more! 

Plenty of affordable parking in International Village 

Friday, august 30th 
6pm-11pm

saturday, august 31st
 NooN-11pm

LaBour day 
WEEKENd

• Live Music 
• Food & Drink 

• Shopping & More! 

P
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Papagayo 
246 King st. W., hamilton, 905.525.0309, 
papagayorestaurant.ca
World-class, authentic Mexican cuisine with a twist 
including an impressive selection of enchiladas, 
chimichangas, burritos and tamales. Also known 
for their margaritas. Close to Copps Coliseum and 
Hamilton Place which makes Papagayo ideal for pre-
show dinner and drinks.  $$ Ù—

Poco Loco
131 ottawa st. n., hamilton, 905.545.loco (5626)
Poco Loco features homemade burritos, quesadillas, 
tacos, fajitas, tostadas, nachos and chili made from 
their own family recipe. Try their “Frito Pie” — it’s 
delicious beyond words — trust us. Gluten-free tacos, 
nachos and tostadas are available upon request. 
$ ̀ Ù—

MIDDLE EASTERN
La Luna   

306 King st. W., hamilton, 905.577.0233
650 concession st., hamilton, 905.385.5123
lalunarestaurant.ca
Taste many different Middle Eastern specialties 
like falafel, hummus and baba ghanouj. La Luna 
is a great way to sample this wonderful cuisine.  
$$ ›ÙÊ—

NORTH AMERICAN
Anchor Bar

2 King st. W. (in Jackson square), hamilton, 
905.308.7888
anchorbar.ca
Though new to Hamilton – and Canada – in 2013, 
Anchor Bar has been home of the original and 
best wings since opening its first location in Buf-
falo in 1964. The menu features many things 
other than wings – whatever you try, you’ll be din-
ing amongst a little bit of North American history. 
$ ›

Chuck’s Burger Bar
194 locke st. s., hamilton, 905.525.1000
chucksburgerbar.com

Chuck’s takes the age-old burger and shakes it up 
with all kinds of new and tasty twists. All-natural 
beef, lamb, bison, chicken, venison and turkey bur-
gers are handmade in-house, with selections like 
the Cuban Super Burger and Mama Chuck’s Chili & 
Cheese. Over 60 toppings and nine different kinds of 
poutine ensure this isn’t your average burger joint. 
$ ›

Harbour Diner
486 James st. n., hamilton, 905.523.7373
 harbourdiner.com
Locals in the North End have known about this 
bayside gem for years, and the entire country learned 
why when this homestyle eatery was featured on 
The Food Network’s You Gotta Eat Here! Breakfast, 
lunch and dinner options will always please – but the 
meatloaf and the crab and lobster mac ‘n’ cheese will 
beckon you back.  $yÙ

Hutch’s On The Beach
280 Van Wagners Beach rd., hamilton,905.545.5508 
hutchsonthebeach.com
Since 1946, the restaurant has built a reputation for 
its fabulous fish and chips, hamburgers and hotdogs, 
milkshakes and its own delicious style of French fries. 
Open year-round.  $y`Ù—

Jack & Lois
301 James st. n., hamilton, 289.389.5647 
jackandlois.com
Jack and Lois is all about top-shelf gourmet sand-
wiches, burgers and stir frys you won’t find anywhere 
else. Sandwiches include breaded chicken cutlet, 
Portobello and eggplant, Grade A New York Strip Loin, 
peameal bacon, gourmet grilled cheese and more. The 
Spicy Thai soup is a must.  $ Ù ›

One Duke 
1 Duke st., hamilton, 905.540.3853
oneduke.ca
Fresh ingredients and friendly service are forefront 
at this popular neighbourhood eatery in the James 
South restaurant district. Enjoy a stylish lunch or 
satisfying dinner at the new and improved One Duke.   
$$ y›Ù`Ê˙

PAN-ASIAN 
Spice Avenue

1066 upper James st., hamilton, 905.383.2888
spiceavenue.ca  
This sleek, stylish take on South East Asian cuisine 
combines the best in Vietnamese and Thai cooking 
techniques and ingredients. A sprinkling of Japanese, 
Chinese and Malaysian dishes are also featured.  
$$›Ù— 

PuBS 
The Augusta House 

17 augusta st., hamilton, 905.522.5111
theaugustahouse.com
This tiny gastropub offers a pleasing assortment of 
tapas, appetizers and mains, alongside regular live per-
formances from area musicians.  $$ ›˙

The Brain 
199 James st. n., hamilton, 289.396.8508 
Art-fuelled and intimate, this cult-cool boîte offers an 
astute selection of microbrews and imports, as well as 
a limited but delicious menu (antipasti, artisanal chees-
es, panini and more) and a reliably eclectic selection 
of music.  $ ›Ù

Cat ’n’ Fiddle
174 John st., hamilton, 905.525.3855
catnfiddlepub.com
A friendly British-style pub serving traditional fare, 
including pie-of-the-day and intriguing and not-so-
traditional culinary choices.  $ ›`˙

Ceilidh House Irish Pub
107 George st., hamilton, 905.528.5256
ceilidhhouse.ca
This Irish gem in the heart of Hess Village features a 
great selection of import draughts and a tasty seasonal 
menu that’s available until 11pm.  $ ›Ù`Ê˙

Chester’s Beers of the World
62 King st. E., hamilton, 905.577.7722
Reliable pub food is served here, but the menu of note 
is still comprised of bottled and canned beer imported 
from around the globe — 238 to be exact, plus 80 single-
malt Scotches. Nestle into a corner of the old-school 
tavern decor and take a voyage of a different sort.   
$ ›Ù`Ê˙

Try our
 Mobile Walking Tour
Ancaster.mobi

Your gateway to 
every shop and 

heritage building 
in the Village...

 Mobile Walking Tour Mobile Walking Tour
Ancaster.mobi

Ancaster_BIA_Spread.indd   1 4/10/13   4:02 PM
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Coach and Lantern
384 Wilson st. E., ancaster, 905.304.7822
coachandlantern.ca
Located in a building dating to 1832, the Coach and 
Lantern is rich in history. It offers traditional British- 
style pub fare along with a fine selection of beers 
and single malts.  $$›`

The Corktown Pub Alehouse
175 Young st., hamilton, 905.572.9242
corktownpub.ca
Experience one of Canada’s oldest Irish Pubs in his-
toric Corktown, now fully restored to its Victorian 
glory featuring all your pub favourites. A great kitchen 
party every Friday!  $ ›Ù 

Gallagher’s Bar & Lounge  
69 augusta st., hamilton, 905.577.6900
gallaghersbar.ca
This pub’s winning recipe of cold pints and hot music 
has made it a destination among nightlife lovers – but 
they also do a decent weekend brunch.  $ y›Ù` 

The Gown and Gavel  
24 hess st. s., hamilton, 905.523.8881
gownandgavel.ca
An historic converted house is the setting for this trad-
itional English-style pub that stocks a range of im-
ported beers. The Gown’s patio is a popular summer-
time destination.  $ ›Ù`—˙

The Pheasant Plucker 
20 augusta st., hamilton, 905.529.9000
pheasantplucker.ca
Housed in a cozy stone building with wood floors, an 
inviting fireplace and plenty of character, the Pheasant 
Plucker offers a range of imports on tap, pleasing pub 
fare and more elaborate beef, chicken and seafood 
entrees. Brunch on weekends.  $$ ›˙

The Royal Coachman 
1 main st. n., Waterdown, 905.689.5952
royalcoachmanpub.ca
Authentic British pub featuring traditional pub-style 
cuisine, British imported beer and domestic brands. 
Prime rib specials Fri-Sun.  $ Ù`—

Slainte Irish Gastropub  
33 Bowen st., hamilton, 905.528.8000
slainteirishpub.ca
Local purveyors provide Slainte’s chefs with fresh sea-
sonal ingredients for savoury pies, fresh-caught Port 
Dover perch and pickerel, along with signature fish and 
chips, a wide choice of draught, global bottled beer and 
a selection of spirits.  $$ ›Ù — 

The Winchester Arms  
120 King st. W., Dundas, 905.627.8016
thewinchesterarmsdundas.com
Located in the heart of downtown Dundas, this authen-
tic British pub features pool tables, dart boards and a 
party room. Serving up traditional pub fare.  
$ › Ù—Ê˙

The Winking Judge
25 augusta st., hamilton, 905.524.5626
winkingjudge.com
The 22 taps in this microbrewery pub have featured 
hundreds of different beers from Ontario, Quebec, Al-
berta and Europe. Cask ale and bottled microbrews are 
available, along with pub fare.  $ ›Ù`

STEAK / SEAFOOD
The Innsville

1143 hwy 8, stoney creek 905.643.1244
innsville.ca
The historic Innsville specializes in prime rib, Lake Erie 
yellow perch, various seafoods and steak. Daily spe-
cials on offer.  $$ ›Ù

 Lord Byron Steak and Seafood House  
10 main st. s., Waterdown, 905.689.6648 
lordbyron.ca 
Superlative steaks and seafood, impeccable service, 
tableside cooking and a good wine list make Lord 
Byron a memorable dining experience.  $$ ÙÊ˙

Shakespeare’s 
181 main st. E., hamilton, 905.528.0689
shakespeares.ca
Shakespeare’s is ideal for special occasions or a 
night out just for a change. Specializing in steaks and  
seafood, the versatile menu covers everything from 
pasta to wild game.  $$$ ÙÊ 

 The Ship   
23 augusta st., hamilton, 905.526.0792
theship.ca
The menu at this petite eatery is heaped with seafood 
options that are humble but hearty. Expect alligator, 
shrimp, scallops, fish and chips plus land-based op-
tions and choice microbrews.  $$ ›Ù`

THAI / VIETNAMESE 
Bangkok Spoon Deluxe

57 King st. W., Dundas, 905.628.8808
bangkokspoon.com
Enjoy an authentic Thai experience in the relaxing am-
bience of Bangkok Spoon’s beautifully appointed Asian-
inspired decor.  $$ Ù—Ê

Lemon Grass Restaurant
1300 Garth st., hamilton, 905.574.3932
lemongrassrestaurant.ca
An upbeat little eatery serving polished, freshly pre-
pared Thai and Vietnamese dishes in a casual setting. 
Something for every taste, mild to spicy.  $ Ù—˙

My-Thai Restaurant 
21 John st. n., hamilton, 905.526.8373
399 Elizabeth st., Burlington,  905.631.8373
42 Wilson st. W., ancaster, 905.304.8424
Freshly  prepared genuine Thai cuisine with warm 
atmosphere and friendly service. Express lunch and 
convenient takeout available.  $$ Ù—˙ 

Siam Dish  
137 locke st. s., hamilton, 905.393.2525
1477 lakeshore rd., Burlington, 905.632.2525 
siamdish.ca
Authentic Thai cuisine in an modern, elegant atmos-
phere. Special lunch menu. Scenic patio overlooks the 
lake at our Burlington location. $$$ y Ù Ê`—

Thai Memory
25 King William st., hamilton, 905.296.1077 
thaimemory.ca
Feature dishes at this authentic Thai restaurant include 
regional foods of Thailand. Lunch available on Thu and 
Fri. $$ Ù—

Try our
 Mobile Walking Tour
Ancaster.mobi

Your gateway to 
every shop and 

heritage building 
in the Village...
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Get out & about with these local ‘studio tours’:
Beyond the Valley Studio Tour  beyondthevalley.ca  
West Hamilton Artists Tour  westhamiltonartiststour.com  
Dundas Studio Tour  dundasstudiotour.ca  
Art in Action Studio Tour  artinaction.ca
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Local artist To call Tor Lukasik-Foss a Renaissance man would be 
something of an understatement. In fact, the Hamilton artist, writer and 
performer leaves nary an artistic rock unturned, working in a wide array 
of media, including salvaged and abandoned wood sculpture, alumin-
ium sign fabrication and performance (under the stage name of Tiny Bill 
Cody), to name but a few. A founding member of the TH&B artist col-
lective (visit them at the 270 Sherman Creative Arts Centre, 270sherman.
ca), much of Lukasik-Foss’ work explores the ways in which art becomes 
a public language, or a publicly shared experience. To even try and further 
expound on his CV would be far too daunting a task. torlukasikfoss.com.

Design Annex
Part gallery, part event venue, 
part arts incubator and part life-
style boutique, the AGH Design 
Annex not only expands the 
Gallery’s presence along James 
Street North, but adds some 
welcome mainstream muscle to 
the grassroots arts scene that has 
been transforming the area. 

The Design Annex is housed 
in the former Dominion Furniture 
building, a heritage property 
that was bought and restored by 

local partners Doug McKerlie, Bill 
Curran and Tim Potocic. The trio 
returned 118 James North to its 
former glory and the space is a 
beguiling — and eclectic — mix of 
urban decor, all exposed brick, 
original tin ceilings and hard-
wood floors. The art and design 
store features one-of-a-kind 
furniture, lighting, accessories 
and artwork from local, Canadian 
and international artists, artisans 
and designers. Sometimes you 
just have to treat yourself. 
artgalleryofhamilton.com. 

Art, Design & Galleries

Terry OsbOrne
Osborne is a 
co-founder of 

the long-running 
Beyond the Valley 
Studio Tour, and 

her pottery is well-
known city-wide.

michelle prOsek
Uber popular local 
glass artist, Prosek’s  
“kiln-blown glass” 
technique creates 

oh-so-vibrant jewel-
lery, coasters, plat-
ters and wall tiles. 

siObhan lynch
According to Lynch’s 

website, she likes  
“to make sunlight 

dance.” Her stained 
glass panels, win-
dows and inserts 

do just that.

marsha mcisaac
McIsaac transforms 
scraps of fabric and 
unwanted material 

into chic and vibrant 
fashion pieces that 
are as fun to look at 
as they are to wear.

rOger WOOd
Local artists Roger 
Wood crafts one-

of-a kind, and 
oh-so-whimsical, 

timepieces that are 
as fantastical as they 

are functional. 

rOse savage 
OuelleTTe

Oulette’s beadwork 
uses Swarovski crys-
tals, Japanese seed 
beads, pearls and 

gemstones to create 
beautiful pieces.

laura TedescO
A custom jewellery 

designer, Hamilton’s 
Tedesco creates 
pieces that are 

wearable bits of art 
— and breathtaking 

ones at that.

ANNex AND ART CRAWL PHOTOS By MIKe LALICH



ART CRAWL
Over the past five years or so, 
something of a phenomenon has 
been happening in this his-
toric neighbourhood north of 
the downtown core — the lower 
tract of James Street has been 
emerging as a hip and eclectic 
arterial vein of the city, housing 
innovative cafés, funky restos and 
super-cool art galleries. This latter 
feature of the area is constantly 
evolving yet is an undeniable 
presence, and there is no better 
way to inhale the artsy air than 
the Art Crawl that takes place on 

Lord and Lady 
Aberdeen officially 
opened Hamilton’s 
first Public Library on 
September 16, 1890.

The Hamilton Art School 
was founded in 1886 and its 
students included Group of 
Seven members J.E.H. Mac-
Donald and A.J. Casson.

In 1894, a group of local 
women met at the home 
of Mrs. John Calder. From 
this, the Women’s Art 
Association was formed. 

the second Friday of each month. 
A self-guided tour, revellers 
explore the many studios, shops 
and spaces that inject an irresist-
ible ideology into the area — art 
is fun. A staple of the evening, 
make sure to crawl aboard the 
Art Bus, departing from The Pearl 
Company, thepearlcompany.ca. 
A guide takes you to top galleries 
for openings and meetings with 
artists, where you can learn about 
their work and hang out with 
other art enthusiasts. After-crawl 
bonus: awesome food and drink 
venues abound in this area!

Art in the CIty
In case you hadn’t heard, Hamilton 
has a new steel — art. The city 
is experiencing something of 
a cultural renaissance with its 
burgeoning art scene, slowly be-
coming the backbone of Hamilton. 
With a thriving art community on 
James St. North — marked by an 
influx of independent artists from 
Toronto and beyond — culture 
and art in Hamilton is alive and 
well. From the artist-run centre 
Hamilton Artist Inc. to the recently 
opened Manta Contemporary and 
the Nathaniel Hughson Gallery, 
there is a plethora of local art to 
admire and purchase. If you can’t 
walk, maybe you can crawl. The 

James St. North Art Crawl happens 
on the second Friday of every 
month; where you can connect to 
artists, their work and most of all, 
experience the cultural vibe of the 
city. But there’s more than just the 
crawl. The Art Gallery of Hamilton 
on King St. West — Ontario’s third 
largest public art gallery — show-
cases some of the finest pieces of 
art from around the world. King 
William Street forms a beguiling 
urban art trail, a creative way to 
engage with art on the street. But 
for a full taste of art culture, hit up 
Supercrawl, an annual free week-
end art and music street festival 
bringing together multi-disciplinary 
artists and the community. 

Get out & about with these local ‘studio tours’:
Beyond the Valley Studio Tour  beyondthevalley.ca  
West Hamilton Artists Tour  westhamiltonartiststour.com  
Dundas Studio Tour  dundasstudiotour.ca  
Art in Action Studio Tour  artinaction.ca
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OTTAWA STReeT
Art, food and fashion – Ottawa Street has it all. The largest fabric and tex-
tile district in Canada, O-street is always bustling. From the street’s count-
less art galleries (earls Court Gallery and the AllSorts Gallery are but two), 
to the one-of-a-kind vintage shops, you’re sure to find things beyond 
curtains and drapes. Speaking of drapes, you can also get fresh grapes in 
the summer – the Ottawa Street Farmers’ Market boasts vendors carrying 
local produce and goods. And if you like a bit of food with your art, you’re  
in luck: the street’s annual — and award-winning — food truck rally, Sew 
Hungry, sees more than 12,000 foodies partake in a ‘who’s-who’ of local 
and imported food trucks. Did we mention that the street is home to the 
first Tim Hortons store opened in 1964? And if that isn’t enough to justify 
bragging rights, this Hamilton street took second place in the nation-wide 
Great Places in Canada contest in 2011. More at shopottawastreet.com

Industrial #1 by  local textile artist Kate Moverley. 
Learn more at tinyurl.com/moverley.

1 Catherine Jeffrey catherinejeffreystudio.com 2 Paul elia wrecovery.com 3 Paull Rodrigue paullrodrigue.com 
4 Dave Hind davehind.com 5 e. Robert Ross e-robertross.com 6 Matt Robertson edyroygallery.com 7 elissa 
Parente elissaparente.blogspot.com 8 Teresa Seaton teresaseaton.ca 9 Susan Outlaw susanoutlaw.com  
10 Jacqui Oakley jacquioakley.com 11 Jamie Lawson blog.jamielawsonart.com 12 Shelli & Mark eisenberg del-
touch.com 13 Kathryn Smith kathrynsmith.ca 14 Taralynne Franco taralynnefranco.com 15 Pat & Charlie Law-
son beyondthevalley.ca 16 Tom Wilson tomwilsonartwork.com 17 Stephen Brookbank stephenbrookbank.
com 18 Zorica Krasulja zorica.ca 19 Carolyn Dover earlscourtgallery.ca 20 Joe Mancinelli joe-mancinelli.ca

1 32 4 5

6 87 9 10

11 1312 14 15

16 1817 19 20



GALLeRIeS 
AllSorts Gallery

244 ottawa st. n., hamilton
905.393.7381  allsortsgallery.com 
Owned and operated by area artists, this co-op  
allows local artists to display and sell their work 
as well as increase appreciation of the arts in the 
community. Work featured encompasses a wide 
range of media, including pottery, metal sculpture, 
wood turning, photography, paper, fibre, glass, 
weaving, silk and jewellery.

Arctic experience McNaught Gallery
191 James st. s., hamilton
905.522.9443  arcticexperience.com 
This gallery specializes in Canadian historical art-
work and Inuit sculpture by artists living in Cape Dor-
set, Baffin Island and Nunavut, including many items 
from estate collections. Offering consulting, apprais-
als, donations, framing and conservation services.

Art Bus
16 steven st., hamilton
905.524.0606  pearlcompany.ca
Explore Hamilton's exciting and varied art scene. 
Starting at The Pearl Company at 6:30pm on the first 
and second Fridays monthly and ending at the same 
spot with a post-tour wind-down. Host and tour guide 
Barbara Milne takes you to Hamilton's top galleries, 
where you can catch Friday night openings, meet the 
artists, learn about their work and encounter other 
fine arts enthusiasts on the bus. $15 per person. 
Please call ahead to reserve. 

Art Gallery of Hamilton
123 King st. W., hamilton
905.527.6610  artgalleryofhamilton.com
The third-largest public gallery in Ontario, the Art 
Gallery of Hamilton has an impressive collection of 
historic, modernist and contemporary art by Can-
adian, American and European artists. The AGH 
permanent collection houses close to 10,000 pieces. 
Also visit our newly opened Design Annex, an ex-
hibition, retail, performance and rental space at 118 
James Street North. Don’t forget to bring the little 
ones along for Family Fun Days, generally held on the 
last Sunday of each month and featuring Family-Time 
Mini-Tours and art activities for the entire family. Ad-
mission to Level Two exhibitions is free. Admission 
applies for Gallery One; on the first Friday of every 
month, all exhibitions are free from 4-8 pm. Café and 
gift shop located on main level.

ARTrageous
243 James st. n., hamilton   
ARTrageous is a not-for-profit art collective in 
the artsy James St. N. district. It features fine art, 
photography, upcycled textiles, fashion accessories, 
watercolours, jewellery and  more.

Artword Artbar
15 colbourne st., hamilton
905.543.8512  artword.net/artbar 
Artword Artbar is a licensed café-bar in the James 
North Art District with live music Wed to Sat even-
ings (folk, jazz songwriter, world beat), plus monthly 
art exhibits.

b contemporary
226 James st. n., hamilton
289.389.3949  bcontemporary.ca 
A new  contemporary art venture of David Brace, 
b contemporary is a fine art and custom picture- 
framing gallery.

Blue Angel Gallery
243 James st. n., hamilton
905.522.8735
Featuring visual art from both emerging and 
established artists. Exhibits rotate monthly.

Bold Artiste Gallery
6 Bold st., hamilton
905.902.2219  boldartiste.com 
This art studio sells and promotes the creations  
of established and emerging artists located in 

Redeemer’s campus is the perfect 
venue for your next event!

We offer conference management services 
that assist you with all your meeting needs, 
including:

May through August and the President’s 

Redeemer’s Conference Services 
905.648.2139 x4124 or visit 

www.redeemer.ca/conferenceservices

For information regarding our new  
  

www.redeemer.ca/sportscomplex

Redeemer_2-3.indd   1 4/22/13   11:12 AM



Hamilton and the surrounding area. The studio 
offers art from various genres and media suitable for 
framing, as well as sculpture, glass, wood, textiles, 
jewellery, handmade specialty cards and unique gifts 
for every occasion.

Carnegie Gallery
10 King st. W., Dundas
905.627.4265  carnegiegallery.org 
Resident in Dundas’ freshly renovated former library 
building, this gallery’s exhibitions of regional artists 
rotate frequently. Carnegie Gallery houses a gallery 
shop offering the finest in visual art, pottery, sculp-
ture, jewellery, glass, woodworking, textiles and pho-
tography. The gallery also boasts one of the busiest 
exhibition schedules in the area with monthly shows. 
Their high standards have made Carnegie one of the 
busiest galleries in the region. 

Centre 3 (formerly The Print Studio)
173 James st. n., hamilton
905.524.5084  centre3.com
This not-for-profit artist-run centre in the heart of 
James Street North Art scene is dedicated to promo-
ting print media and media arts in contemporary art-
istic discourse for practicing artists and the commun-
ity at large. As a print production, exhibition centre, 
animator of community arts and education centre, 
Centre 3 supports both traditional and experimental 
print and new media practices. Also check out their 
sales gallery and shop for a wide array of items, in-
cluding their “Art is the New Steel” t-shirts, bags and 
aprons.

Creations Gallery
436 Wilson st. E., ancaster
905.648.6199  creations-gallery.com
Family owned and operated for more than 25 years, 
this gallery features paintings, sculptures, etchings 
and art glass. At Creations, they pride themselves on 
providing exceptional service to their clients. They 
also offer consultation in your home or office, de-
livery and installation, restoration and appraisals.

Creative Works Studio
992 King st. W., hamilton
905.667.0818  creative-works.ca
A showcase of Sylvia Simpson’s watercolour  
scenes of city streets, landscapes and florals as  
well as reproduction prints, plaque art and greeting 
cards. Also featuring the Carolinian Woodturnings 
of Peter Reisiger. 

Dundas Valley School of Art
21 ogilvie st., Dundas
905.628.6357  dvsa.ca
For 45 years the Dundas Valley School of Art (DVSA) 
has been dedicated to teaching aspiring artists. The 
Dofasco Gallery in the DVSA houses monthly exhib-
its showcasing the work of local and regional artists, 
faculty, full-time students and children. The annual 
spring art auction typically features over 1,200 works 
of art for sale. 

earls Court Gallery
215 ottawa st. n., hamilton
905.527.6685  earlscourtgallery.com
Operating since 1973, Earls Court Gallery features 
contemporary and historical Canadian artworks. 
Our location has a 1600 sq. ft. gallery and a 1000 sq. 
ft. framing facility. There is a cross-section of media 
on display, and exhibition space changes every 4-5 
weeks. Historical consignments welcomed regularly.

The Focus Gallery
66 James st. n., hamilton
905.218.9557  thefocusgallery.ca
The Focus Gallery is an elegant gallery space in 
Hamilton's historic Jamesville, with many mid-1800s 
prominent buildings in the James Street Art Crawl 
district. Excited to be celebrating its second year 
among a great collection of other fine art galleries 
within this attractive and evocative downtown 
enclave, Focus Gallery brings a fresh verve to the 
street. Our rotating art exhibitions feature local, 
national and international artists.
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Ontario’s Only Guided Agricultural Wine Train Tour

P.Y.O. Fruit in Season / Fresh Picked Fruit Available
Daily Estate Tours - Licensed Cafe & Bakery

Daily Wine/Cider Tastings
Hiking Trails - Children’s Village Area

Wedding Packages - Rail Car B&B
Banquet Room Facility - Children’s Birthday Party Packages

1468 Highway #8, Stoney Creek, Ontario L8E 5K9  905-643-1015
puddicombefarms.com    info@puddicombefarms.com

Growing Since 1797



Gallery 4
hamilton Public library, 55 York Blvd., hamilton
905.546.3200  hpl.ca/organizations/gallery-4
Gallery 4, at the central branch of the HPL, is the 
second oldest gallery in the James North district. 
They offer a program of exhibitions by emerging local 
artists and give established artists the opportunity to 
develop new ideas in a public setting.

Gallery on Locke
254 locke st. s., hamilton
905.522.6678  
The Gallery on Locke is home to a variety of original 
works in oil, acrylic, pastel and watercolour by local 
artist Cynthia Bernstein, as well as hand-crafted 
stoneware pottery made by Stephen Bernstein. Spe-
cial exhibits throughout the year.

Gallery on the Bay
231 Bay st. n. (at Barton), hamilton
905.540.8532  galleryonthebay.com 
Offering fine Canadian Art since 1995 in a relaxing 
atmosphere of tropical plants and a cappuccino bar. 
Located in the converted headquarters of a steel 
company, they feature local and regional artists as 
well as a collection of historical work. Gallery on the 
Bay also hosts literary events and musical evenings. 
Events occur in their main and studio galleries. 

The Grey Room
195 James st. n., suite 211, hamilton
905.730.7899  thegreyroom.ca
The Grey Room Art Studio features local artists each 
month for the James North Art Crawl (every second 
Friday of the month). Also open on an appointment 
basis; please call or email to schedule.  

Hamilton Artists Inc.
155 James st. n., hamilton
905.529.3355  theinc.ca
Hamilton Artists Inc. is an artist-run centre com-
mitted to the presentation, dissemination and advo-
cacy of Canadian contemporary visual arts practices 
which speaks to and enhances our regional cultural 
activity. This non-profit organization has been pro-
moting art in Hamilton since 1975, and regularly fea-
tures contemporary art exhibitions. 

Hamilton Conservatory for the Arts Gallery
126 James st. s., hamilton
905.528.4020  hcarts.ca
Established in 2001, the HCA Gallery provides ac-
cessibility to all levels of the community in order to 
nurture existing and emerging art audiences. The his-
toric Hamilton Conservatory for the Arts features 
18 sound-proof music rooms, inspiring visual arts 
spaces, spacious dance studios, an acoustically per-
fect recital hall and an art gallery. 

HIStory & HeRitage
165 James st. n., hamilton
905.526.1405  historyandheritage.ca
HIStory + HERitage is a unique exhibition and meet-
ing space combining historical content (architec-
tural, social and cultural) and new technology (mini-
computers and flat screen monitors) to share the 
story of Hamilton.

James North Art Collective
328 James st. n., hamilton
905.528.6437  jamesnorthartcollective.com
Home to a collective of visual artists and crafts- 
people working in  drawing, painting, printmaking, 
ceramics, jewellery, photography and sculpture. 

James North Art Crawl
James st. n. (from King William to murray), hamilton
On the second Friday of every month, James North 
comes alive as businesses and galleries along the 
strip coordinate exhibit openings, special events and  
lively entertainment on this free self-guided walk.  
Generally runs from 7-11pm. 

Manta Contemporary
51 King William st., hamilton
289.639.3815  mantacontemporary.com
Recently opened last year, Manta Contemporary is 
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CustomFlight Solutions

“Where you need 
to be, when you 

need to be there”

Take advantage of our personalized, reliable executive class service 
to the destination of your choice. With D.B. Air you have complete 

control of your travel schedule. Our CustomFlight Solutions 
are tailored to your personal or business itinerary.

www.dbair.com      24Hrs: 905.381.0266  •  1.877.322.4735ALS_VisitHamilton_4.667x4.875.pdf   1   13-03-12   12:59 PM
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Hamilton’s newest art gallery showing both emerging 
and established artists. On the second Friday of every 
month, they feature a new exhibition reception.

McMaster Museum of Art
alvin a. lee Building, university ave.
mcmaster university, 1280 main st. W., hamilton 
905.525.9140 ext 23241  mcmaster.ca/museum
The McMaster Museum of Art offers a year-round pro-
gram of changing exhibits of historical, modern and 
contemporary art, and complementary activities. Mc-
Master’s internationally recognized art collection of 
more than 7,000 objects includes the Levy Collection 
of Impressionist and Post Impressionist paintings and a 
specialized collection of German Expressionist prints. 
Wheelchair accessible.  Admission by donation.

Melanie Gillis Studio & Gallery
126 James st. n., hamilton
905.297.7050  melaniegillis.com
The Melanie Gillis Studio & Gallery is located in the 
heart of Hamilton’s up-and-coming artist district 
of James Street North. The studio is a warm and 
intimate setting tucked away on the third floor of an 
historic building on the east side of James.

Nathaniel Hughson Art Gallery
27 John st. n., hamilton
905.923.1192  nathanielhughsongallery.com
The Nathaniel Hughson Art Gallery on John Street 
North is the Hamilton hub for over a dozen estab-
lished Ontario artists.

The Pearl Company
16 steven st., hamilton
905.524.0606 thepearlcompany.ca
Displaying works by almost exclusively Hamilton art-
ists, this approximately 2,700 square-feet gallery is 
also somewhat of a theatre-in-the-round and a highly 
flexible performance space. The Pearl Company’s 
exhibits are multi-cultural, socially aware, politic-
ally engaged and connected to Hamilton’s diverse 
communities. 

Socald Gallery
244 James st. n., hamilton
905.934.7690
A communal art space that features work from emer-
ging artists. Exhibits rotate. 

Textures Craftworks
236 locke st. s., hamilton
905.523.0636  texturescraftworksblog.blogspot.ca  
This collective-based gallery features fine craft 
work including original stained glass pieces, pottery, 
jewellery, leather, slumped glass, wood, metal, fabric 
and more. Located on trendy Locke St., Textures has 
provided unique handmade one-of-a-kind items and 
gifts since 1983. 

Tiger Group Studio Gallery
335 Barton st. E., hamilton
905.528.8873   tigergroup.ca 
Since 1974, a group of local artists has been coming 
together for mutual inspiration, support and arts pro-
motion. Their styles, media and subjects are diverse; 
the quality of their work is extraordinary. Current 
members of the Tiger Group are Bill Powell, Eric Ran-
veau, Rick Cook, Lesley Cordero and Claudette Losier.  

Workers Arts & Heritage Centre
51 stuart st., hamilton
905.522.3003  wahc-museum.ca
The WAHC is Canada’s only national organization 
dedicated to workers’ history and culture. WAHC’s 
goal is to preserve, honour and promote the plight 
and spirit of dedicated labourers and to create a cul-
tural and educational experience. The contributions 
of working people — not only in Canadian history 
but worldwide — are showcased in art, exhibits and 
performances. 

you Me Gallery 
330 James st. n., hamilton
905.523.7754  youmegallery.ca
You Me Gallery offers monthly exhibitions of paint-
ings, prints, photographs and sculptures by artists 
from Hamilton and other areas.

Home, Fashion 
& Gifts

Caledonia, ON 
800-847-3321  
grandrivercruises.ca 

Cruise a Canadian Cruise a Canadian Cruise a Canadian 
Heritage RiverHeritage RiverHeritage River  

Relax at your private window table Relax at your private window table Relax at your private window table 
on one of our 3 dinner cruise boatson one of our 3 dinner cruise boatson one of our 3 dinner cruise boats  

Lunch Cruises with entertainment 

Sunset Dinner Cruises 
Sunday Brunch 
Open May 21 to October 6 



DAY & NIGHT

For a good time, visit these local ‘Entertainment Venues’
Hamilton Place, 10 Macnab St. S.,  hecfi.ca  
The Casbah, 306 King St. W.,  casbahlounge.ca  
Copps Coliseum, 101 York Blvd.,  hecfi.ca  
The Pearl Company, 16 Steven St.,  thepearlcompany.ca  
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Best Seats in the House
Some of Southern Ontario’s most 
storied entertainment venues 
are located in Hamilton, found 
downtown in the cultural heart of 
the city. Home to Hamilton’s AHL 
team, the Bulldogs (farm club to 
the Montreal Canadiens), Copps 
Coliseum is by far the largest 
venue in the city. With a seating 
capacity of 19,000, Copps — as 
it is affectionately known — is 
more than just a hockey arena; 
it’s hosted some of the biggest 
names in music, from U2 and 
Elton John to Britney Spears and 
Carrie Underwood. A few blocks 
south of Copps is The Great 

Hall at Hamilton Place, home to 
the world-renowned Hamilton 
Philharmonic Orchestra. With 
spectacular acoustics and nary a 
bad seat in the house, Hamilton 
Place is the ideal venue for con-
certs, theatre and even live sport-
ing events. For a more intimate 
experience, the 300-seat Molson 
Canadian Studio is located right 
next door and offers a chance 
to see your favourite performers 
up close and personal. A wide 
variety of acts have graced this 
compact stage, from Kathleen 
Edwards to Joel Plaskett, and 
the experience is one you’re not 
likely to soon forget. hecfi.ca.

Flamboro
Located on a sprawling 220 acres 
on Highway 5 W., Flamboro Downs 
is Canada’s fastest half-mile har-
ness horse racing track. Opened in 
1975, you’ll find no shortage of ex-
citement here; live evening racing 
takes place regularly throughout 
the week and thoroughbred and 
standardbred racing is simulcast 
daily from racing tracks worldwide. 
And if horse racing isn’t your 
thing, Flamboro also offers over 
800 slot machines, which can be 

played for as little as one cent or 
as much as five dollars. During 
selected races and special events, 
you can enjoy a meal at The Top 
O’ the Turn licensed dining room 
or slake your thirst at one of the 
two licensed bars on site. With 
trackside concessions available 
during race times and a compli-
mentary shuttle service operating 
from Hamilton for Winner’s Circle 
Members, Flamboro Downs is a 
Hamilton experience unlike any 
other. For more information visit 
flamborodowns.com.

Entertainment
For a good time, visit these local ‘Entertainment Venues’
Hamilton Place, 10 Macnab St. S.,  
The Casbah, 306 King St. W.,  
Copps Coliseum, 101 York Blvd.,  
The Pearl Company, 16 Steven St.,  

Best Seats in the House
Some of Southern Ontario’s most 
storied entertainment venues 

Entertainment

Ian astbury
Astbury spent his 
formative years 
growing up in 

Hamilton before 
finding music star-
dom as frontman 

of The Cult.

FranKIE VEnOM
A local legend, the 

late Venom was the 
leader of erstwhile 
punk band Teenage 
Head, and the God-
father of Hamilton’s 
punk music scene. 

DanIEl lanOIs 
Hamilton’s own 

producer, guitarist, 
vocalist and song-
writer to the stars, 
Lanois has worked 
with everyone from 
U2 to Bob Dylan.

tOM WIlsOn
Hamilton’s resident 
‘Rawk God’, and a 

familiar sight about 
town; the multi-

Juno-winning singer 
is also an accom-
plished painter. 

rIta ChIarEllI
Hamilton’s very 

own “Goddess of 
Canadian blues,” 

Chiarelli possesses 
“a voice so blue 

it could make the 
angels weep.”

nEIl PEart
Not just the drum-
mer for legendary 
Rush, Hamilton-

born Peart is also a 
critically acclaimed 

author. Did we men-
tion he’s in Rush?

WhItEhOrsE
The Hammer’s First 
Couple of music, 
Luke Doucet and 

Melissa McClelland 
have been blazing 
an alt-rock-country 
trail as Whitehorse.



Pantages Theatre opened 
on King Street in 1921 with 
a seating capacity of 3,500. 
It was the largest theatre in 
Canada at the time.

Hamilton’s own 
Florence Lawrence 
is often referred 
to as “Hollywood’s 
First Movie Star.”

For a good time, visit these local ‘Entertainment Venues’
Hamilton Place, 10 Macnab St. S.,  hecfi.ca  
The Casbah, 306 King St. W.,  casbahlounge.ca  
Copps Coliseum, 101 York Blvd.,  hecfi.ca  
The Pearl Company, 16 Steven St.,  thepearlcompany.ca  
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being boris
If you hear someone mentioning 
orchestral music and Hamilton in 
the same breath, the likelihood is 
that Boris Brott is also included in 
that sentence. An internationally 
renowned conductor, Brott’s career 
has taken him all over the world, 
but he is a proud Hamiltonian — 
so much so that Tourism Hamilton 
anointed him with the Lifetime 
Achievement Award in 2007. A 
cultural cornerstone in this city for 
the past 26 years, each summer 
sees another season of the Brott 
Music Festival, bringing the best of 

orchestral, chamber, jazz and pops 
to venues throughout Hamilton. 
Begun in 1988 as a two-week 
event to promote cultural activ-
ity, the festival now spans the 
summer. World-class soloists play 
alongside Brott’s orchestra-in-
residence The National Academy 
Orchestra of Canada, and audi-
ences return year after year for the 
festival’s sonorous masterpieces. 
World-class music in Hamilton…
Brott himself has explained why 
he has been so committed to 
bringing the two together: “This 
festival is home to me…and you 
are my favourite audience.” 

Live ‘n’ Local
Want to understand what makes 
Hamilton so special? Get out to 
one of the local venues and soak 
in the energy of a Hamilton band 
playing to a hometown crowd; 
it’s an experience you won’t 
soon forget. And while you might 
already be familiar with the hook-
laden rock’n’roll of Hamilton band 
Arkells, they’re only the begin-
ning of what this city has to offer. 
Enjoy 60s garage pop? Check 
out Young Rival. 80s new wave? 
Check out New Hands. Punk rock? 
The Dirty Nil. Grass roots hip hop? 
Canadian Winter. Each has earned 
themselves a reputation for their 
live performances and if they’re 

playing near you, run don’t walk. 
As for the venues themselves, 
they offer a uniquely Hamilton 
experience and are what makes 
the scene thrive. Queen Street 
has The Casbah, home to craft 
beer and the finest in Indie music; 
Baltimore House on King WIlliam 
offers eclectic musical fare in a 
gorgeous Victorian setting; and 
This Ain’t Hollywood on James 
North is a vintage rock’n’roll bar 
a la CBGBs. But it doesn’t matter 
where you end up, as each venue 
embodies the enthusiasm and 
spontaneity that characterizes 
Hamilton music. Look below for 
some notable local bands. Trust 
us, you won’t be disappointed. 

a bygone era
Nestled in the heart of picturesque Westdale Village, the Westdale 
Theatre is a triumph of Art Deco sensibilities and a living testament to 
the golden age of film. Built in 1935, the single screen theatre remains 
virtually unchanged; the beautiful lobby leads you past a vintage snack 
bar and into the long theatre room that seats 498 people. Even the 
way movies are shown hasn’t changed much in Westdale. While the 
films may be modern, you won’t find any concessions to the digital age 
here; the movies shown at the Westdale theatre are all on glorious-
24-frame-per-second film and still require a projectionist. And while 
this limits the films they can bring in to the theatre, the Westdale 
Theatre makes it their mission to provide a combination of recent 
blockbusters and independent fare. All of this combines for a truly 
unique movie-going experience, one you won’t soon forget. 

Catherine Jeffrey paints Hamilton’s 
urban landscape using oils; learn 
more at catherinejeffreystudio.com.

Live ‘n’ Local

Boris Brott ‘s name-
sake music festival is 
celebrating its 26th 
anniversary this year.

1 Timid the Brave timidthebrave.com 2 New Hands newhandsband.com 3 City And The Sea cityandthesea.
com 4 All About Maggie allaboutmaggie.com 5 Ian Thomas ianthomas.ca 6 Marcio Novelli marcionovelli.
com 7 CA Smith @casmithsongs 8 St. Alvia stalvia.com 9 Canadian Winter @CanadianWinter 10 White-
horse whitehorsemusic.ca 11 BEARD tinyurl.com/beardblues 12 Spark Society sparksociety.ca 13 John Elli-
son myspace.com/johnellisonmusic 14 Common & Coy commonandcoy.bandcamp.com 15 Scarlett & Disher 
scarlettanddisher.bandcamp.com 16 The Rest therest.bandcamp.com 17 Young Rival youngrival.com 
18 Caribou @caribouband 19 Gdansk gdanskband.com 20 Marie Avery marieavery.bandcamp.com

Robert Stanley Weir, best 
known as the author of 
the English lyrics to “O 
Canada,” was born in 
Hamilton in 1908.

1 32 4 5

6 87 9 10
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16 1817 19 20
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PERFORMANCE
Carmen’s Dinner Theatre

1520 stone church rd. E., hamilton
905.387.0007  carmens.com
One of the area’s premiere banquet centres is 
primed for yet another stellar year of entertain-
ment. Their dinner theatre shows have always been 
a huge hit, with previous acts such as The Platters, 
The Drifters, Peter Noone and the Glenn Miller Or-
chestra. Check website for current and upcoming 
events, performance times and ticket prices.

Dundas Little Theatre
centre for the arts, market st., Dundas
905.627.5266  dundaslittletheatre.com
Founded in 1960, Dundas Little Theatre has oper-
ated out of the Garstin Centre for the Arts since 
1980. Among shows slated for this season, How 
Could You, Mrs. Dick?, a true life whodunit based 
on an unforgettable part of Hamilton’s history runs 
until May 11. Please check our website for other 
performances, ticket prices and dates.

Hamilton Theatre Inc.
hti studio theatre, 140 macnab st. n., hamilton
905.522.3032  hamiltontheatre.com
One of the most successful theatre companies in 
Southern Ontario, Hamilton Theatre has been de-
lighting local audiences and lighting up the stage 
since 1956.  Check website for the organization’s 
2013/2014 season lineup. Tickets: adult $25, seniors 
and students $22.

 The Players’ Guild of Hamilton
80 Queen st. s., hamilton
905.529.0284  playersguild.org
The Players’ Guild, by some estimates the oldest con-
tinually operating community theatre group on the 
continent, opens its 137th season this fall with a play-
bill that encompasses drama and comedy at Guild 
House (Queen St. N. at Jackson St. W.), one of the 
city’s oldest and most unique theatre spaces. Evening 
performances at 8pm; matinees at 2pm. The theatre 
is air conditioned and wheelchair accessible.

Theatre Aquarius
190 King William st., hamilton
905.522.PlaY  theatreaquarius.org
The Dofasco Centre for the Arts hosts Theatre 
Aquarius and its yearly ambitious schedule. The 
2013/2014 playbill includes Agatha Christie's The 
Mousetrap (Sep 25-Oct 12); Soulpepper Theatre's 
Kim's Convenience (Nov 6-23); The Sound of Music 
(Dec 11-Jan 4); Driving Miss Daisy (Feb 5-22); 
Cabaret (Mar 12-Apr 5) and Theatrefront's Tribes. 
(May 7-24). Ticket and show information available 
online or by calling the box office.  

Yuk-Yuk’s Hamilton
1187 upper James st., hamilton
905.522.5233  yukyuks.com
Featuring and promoting mainly Canadian comed-
ians since 1976, Yuk Yuk’s has locations from coast 
to coast as the world’s largest chain of stand-up 
comedy clubs. Located inside the Howard Johnson  
hotel and a short drive from Mohawk College, this 
classic comedic showcase brings different hilari-
ous acts to town each week, both domestic and 
international talents each Friday and Saturday. 
Amateur Nights run the second and last Thursday 
of the month, starting at 8pm. Shows are uncen-
sored; dis cretion is advised.

MUSIC
Brott Music Festival

Various venues, hamilton/Burlington/ancaster
905.525.7664   brottmusic.com
The country’s largest orchestral music festival, the 
Brott Music Festival encompasses jazz, chamber 
music, pop, family concerts and much more...now 
in its 26th year! Full details on the season, with 
maps, are available online.

Copps Coliseum
101 York Blvd., hamilton
905.546.4040 hecfi.ca
With a seating capacity of up to 19,000 people, Copps 
is designed to accommodate an eclectic variety of 
events. Among upcoming dates, Copps welcomes 
Rush (Jul 6) and Sarah Brightman (Sep 13).  Check 
website for upcoming events and to purchase tick-
ets.

Hamilton Philharmonic Orchestra
hamilton Place, 1 summers lane, hamilton
905.526.7756  hpo.org

Must be 19 years of age or older. Valid government-issued photo identification may be required.

DISCOVER THE THRILLS AT OLG SLOTS AT 
FLAMBORO DOWNS.
You’ll love the sights and sounds of OLG Slots at Flamboro 

Downs. Step onto the lively gaming floor to experience the 

lights, jackpot bells and friendly people. Choose your favourite 

games from over 800 exciting slots and relax while you enjoy a 

casual meal at the Top O’ The Turn or the Pavilion Restaurant. 

Plus, there’s free parking! So let the fun begin and visit OLG Slots 

at Flamboro Downs today.

OLG Slots at Flamboro Downs
967 Highway 5, Dundas, ON
905-628-4275 or 1-866-746-6600
Open 24 hours a day, seven days a week 
olg.ca

FILE: FD_BET FUN_4.667X9.875_HAMVISGD_MAY2013.pdf   SIZE: 4.667” x 9.875”   SITE: Flamboro Downs   
PUBLICATION: Hamilton Visitors Guide   INSERTION DATE: May 2013
CONTACT:  Mark Yesford  905 634 8003 x314    PRODUCTION EMAIL:  mark.yesford@sunmedia.ca
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In 1884, The Hamilton Orchestral Society was estab-
lished with approximately 30 musicians.  In the inter-
vening years, it has grown and evolved to become 
one of Canada’s major professional orchestras, the 
Hamilton Philharmonic Orchestra.  The HPO plays in 
the Great Hall at Hamilton Place and features world-
renowned conductors, guest artists and talented lo-
cals performing various styles of music.  Listings for 
upcoming performances available on the website.  
All concerts at 7:30pm.

Great Hall at Hamilton Place
1 summers lane, hamilton 
905.546.3100 hecfi.ca
The acoustically rich Hamilton Place hosts a var-
iety of performances in the upcoming months in-
cluding pop, comedy, classical and theatrical spec-
tacles.  Among the upcoming performances slated 
to appear on the Great Hall stage are West Side 
Story (May 25); Jerry Seinfeld (May 29); Daniel 
O’Donnell (Sept 12), Celtic Thunder’s  Mythology 
(Sep 22) and Jethro Tull’s Ian Anderson (Oct 17). 
Check website for full schedule of upcoming 
events and to purchase tickets.

The Molson Canadian Studio 
at Hamilton Place

1 summers lane, hamilton 
905.546.3100 hecfi.ca
The intimate and dynamic Studio showcases intim-
ate and magical evenings with local, national and 
international recording artists, as well as theatre 
events and other live performances. Upcoming per-
formances include Skydiggers (May 31), David 
Francey (Oct 9) and the Steel City Rovers (Dec 20). 
Check website for upcoming events.

McMaster Celebrity Concert Series
convocation hall (university hall 213),
mcmaster university, 1280 main st. W., hamilton
905.525.9140 ext 24246   sota.mcmaster.ca
The McMaster Celebrity Concert Series presents a 
new season with a variety of outstanding musi-
cians. Please check our website for the 2013/2014 
series lineup. Performances take place at 8pm. 
Tickets are $20 general ($15 seniors, $5 students).

Music at Fieldcote   
64 sulphur springs rd., ancaster
905.648.8144  musicatfieldcote.com   
Enjoy a wide variety of music performed by 
professional artists at free and fun outdoor concerts 
(donations gladly accepted upon entry). Check 
website for the full 2013 schedule of concerts, all 
of which begin at 7pm. Bring a chair or blanket and 
check the forecast (concert may be cancelled in the 
event of inclement weather). Free.

Opera Hamilton
130 Jackson st. E., hamilton 
905.527.7627 ext 221  operahamilton.ca
Opera Hamilton’s epic evenings are one of the ar-
ea’s hottest theatrical draws. To get the summer 
started, check out A Night at the Opry (Jun 15) for 
a country and western hoopla of songs, dance and 
delicious barbecue at Dyment’s Family Farm (416 
Fallsview Rd. E, RR#2, Dundas). $100 per person 
with country dress code in effect. Also refer to the 
website for the full schedule of the 2013/2014 sea-
son. All productions take place at The Dofasco 
Centre for the Arts,190 King William St., Hamilton.

The Pearl Company
16 steven st., hamilton
905.524.0606  thepearlcompany.ca
The Pearl Company has a commitment to presenting 
work that draws on all the arts, including music, 
visual art, dance, film, spoken word and theatre. The 
building houses an acoustically rich concert hall, a 
theatre and a gallery space. Check website for 
details on shows and ticket prices.

The Staircase Theatre
27 Dundurn st. n., hamilton
905.529.3000  staircase.org
An architecturally striking community perform-
ance space named for its unique cast iron spiral 
staircase. This four-storey heritage building houses 
an intimate 67-seat live theatre, two rehearsal/
function halls, 2 large movie screens and a licensed 
café. The space hosts an eclectic variety of per-
formers, health and wellness workshops, dance, 
film, music, comedy, birthdays, weddings and 
showers on an ongoing basis. Check website to see 
what’s hot and happening.

Meet us on Locke Street!

The Locke Street BIA invites you to  
experience Hamilton’s favourite destination for dining,  

shopping, pampering and just strolling with friends.
www.lockestreetbia.ca    www.lockestreetshops.com

Join us for the Locke Street Festival  
Saturday, September 7, 2013  •  www.lockestreetfestival.com    

hamilton magazine’s

Your online
 resource  
for over  

400 dining 
destinations in  

the Hamilton and 
Burlington area.

From Bistros to Fine Dining... 
locate the area’s premier dining destinations online at

hamiltonmagazine.com 

Dining Guide
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SILVER SCREENS
Empire Jackson Square 6 Cinemas

2 King st. W., hamilton, 905.526.8131 
empiretheatres.com
Empire Theatres is a national chain of movie the-
atres, playing the latest blockbusters and hot new 
releases, at prices that are affordable. Convenient-
ly located inside the Jackson Square Mall and 
boasting six screens, the Empire is minutes from a 
host of downtown Hamilton hotels including the 
Sheraton, Crowne Plaza, Staybridge Suites and the 
new Homewood Suites by Hilton. Visit their web-
site for showtimes, ticket prices, directions and 
more information.

The Westdale Theatre
1014 King st. W., hamilton, 905.522.7173
westdaletheatre.wordpress.com
In the golden days of movies – the 1930s and 1940s – 
Hamilton’s movie-going public was served by more 
than 20 motion picture theatres. The city boasted 
six major palaces downtown and 15 neighbourhood 
or “second run” theatres scattered across the lower 
city, ranging in size from small (400 seats) to large 
(2,000 seats and up). Before the advent of television, 
they were a popular diversion, and hard times saw 
movie-goers escape indoors to watch the hapless 
rich in romantic comedies, westerns and crime 
dramas — happy their financial woes were nothing 
compared to Hollywood’s celluloid versions. Most 
theatres had been designed and built in the previ-
ous decade, principally as venues for vaudeville and 
burlesque, with movies as an afterthought – a decent 
sound system being unimportant. Almost all went 
through major upgrades and restoration, sometimes 
more than once, and by 1930, all of the vaudeville 
and burlesque theatres had been converted to movie 
houses. An Art Deco-era neighbourhood movie 
house, the historic Westdale Theatre is unique in 
that it is Hamilton’s only theatre constructed in that 
era that has continually functioned as a cinema to 
this day. The last free-standing movie house in the 
city, the 593-seat Westdale shows a mix of top-tier 
current releases, art house fare, independent and 
foreign films, and its stately and subdued interior 
will send you back in time to a period when popular 
entertainment was a far more genteel proposition. 

The Starlite Drive-In
59 Green mountain rd. E., stoney creek
905.662.4800  starlitehamilton.com
Come out to the city’s east end for a big movie experi-
ence at a fraction of the price of regular theatres. The 
Startop Theatre (#1) boasts a screen size of 47 feet by 
95 feet, roughly the size of an IMAX screen. The Atomic 
Theatre (#2) and the new Galaxy Theatre (#3) are both 
30 feet by 60 feet, much larger than the average indoor 
theatre screen. A vintage diner, located in the Startop 
Theatre, features classic items such as pogos, ham-
burgers, hot dogs and chicken fingers. Up until show-
time, kids can play on such timeless playground pieces 
as a roundabout and the spring horses for little ones. 
Car Load Thursdays invite visitors to cram in show-
goers for a $15 flat rate per car. 

SilverCity Ancaster Cinemas
771 Golf links rd., ancaster
905.304.5888 cineplex.com

SilverCity Hamilton Mountain Cinemas
795 Paramount Dr., stoney creek
905.560-0239 cineplex.com
If your movie-going experience includes all the bells 
and whistles of a state-of-the-art, fully digitized 
cinema — seriously, their Ultra AVX (Audio Visual 
Experience) theatre is beyond amazing, especially 
when it’s also in 3D — then a night-out at SilverCity 
will not disappoint. Hey, they operate 136 theatres 
with 1,455 screens from British Columbia to Quebec, 
and serve approximately 71 million movie-going 
guests annually, so they must be doing something 
right. Visit their website for showtimes, prices, dir-
ections and other information.

Buy One Soft Serve
Ice Cream Cone,  

Get One Free!

50 King Street West, Dundas
289-238-8509
beanermunky.com

One coupon per customer.  
Valid April 30 - October 1, 2013.

H A M I L T O N

10% OFF
To be presented at check in.

Cannot be combined with any other offers.
210 Main Street East, Hamilton · 905-528-3297 

hamiltondaysinn.com

Receive one free regular admission of equal or lesser 
value with the purchase of one regular admission to 
any one of the Hamilton Civic Museums. See reverse.

905-546-CITY(2489) 
www.hamilton.ca/museums

2 For 1 
Admission

1468 Highway #8, Stoney Creek, Ontario L8E 5K9  
905-643-1015    puddicombefarms.com

10% off
Entry & Train Ride for a Family of 4

ONE COUPON/FAMILY

Valid with coupon presented  
May-October 2013 except on special event  

weekends or with the use of any other coupons.

Growing Since 1797

THE BESTof where you live
hamiltonmagazine.com

8 Issues 
for only + Tax

$158 Issues 20
Your 
urban
guide to
big-citY
buzz!
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CLUB CIRCUIT 
rOCK, POP & hIP-hOP
Absinthe  

38 King William st., hamilton
905.529.0349  clubabsinthe.ca 

Baltimore House
43 King William st., hamilton
289.396.4830 baltimorehouse.ca

Casbah 
306 King st. W., hamilton
905.741.7625  casbahlounge.ca

Corktown Pub
175 Young st., hamilton
905.572.9242  corktownpub.ca

Homegrown Hamilton
27 King William st., hamilton
905.777.8102 homegrownhamilton.com

This Ain’t Hollywood  
345 James st. n., hamilton
905.529.9500  thisainthollywood.ca

The Brain
199 James st. n., hamilton
289.396.8508 

 
FOlK, rOOts & COuntry
Ceilidh House Irish Pub  

107 George st., hamilton
905.528.5256  ceilidhhouse.ca

Corktown Pub
175 Young st., hamilton
905.572.9242  corktownpub.ca

Lionshead Pub
137 John st. s., hamilton
905.522.7090

Rebels Rock Irish Pub
537 King st. E., hamilton
905.777.1771  rebelsrock.com

Slainte Irish Pub 
33 Bowen st., hamilton
905.528.8000  slainteirishpub.ca

Tartan Toorie
989 Fennell ave. E., hamilton

   905.388.0234  tartantoorie.ca
 
nIGhtClubs/lOunGEs
Diavolo

32 hess st. s., hamilton
905.525.2611

The Embassy  
54 King st. E., hamilton
905.522.1100  

Koi 
27 hess st. s. at George st., hamilton 
905.308.7507  koihess.com 

Liquid Kitty Lounge
69 John st. s. at Jackson st., hamilton
905.526.6666  liquidkitty.ca

London Tap House
31 John st. n. at main st. E., hamilton
289.396.8779  londontaphouse.com

The Loft 
116 King st. W. (in sheraton), hamilton
905.317.4501

Lounge 180
180 James st. s. (at la Piazza allegra), hamilton
905.777.8970  lapiazza.ca/lounge-180.php 

O Ultra Lounge  
612 upper James st., hamilton
905.383.1494  olounge.ca

Sizzle 
25 hess st. s., hamilton
905.522.3500  sizzlekoi.ca

Tailgate Charlie’s
69 John st. s. at Jackson st., hamilton
905.526.6666  tailgatecharlies.ca

Viva Lounge
115 George st. at Queen st., hamilton
289.396.8482  vivanightclub.ca

ViSo 
11 hess st. s., hamilton
905.520.2004 facebook.com/viso.hessvillage

Volume 
15 hess st. s., hamilton
289.442.7652  volumenightclub.ca

H A M I L T O N

Days Inn - Hamilton
210 Main Street East
905-528-3297

email: info@hamiltondaysinn.com

hamiltondaysinn.com

Buy one  
artisan  
chocolate, 
get one free!
50 King Street West, Dundas
289-238-8509
beanermunky.com

One coupon per customer.  
Valid April 30 - October 1, 2013.

Growing Since 1797

10% off
Purchase of $25.00 or more of  

Wine/Cider, Baked Goods & Preserves  
in our Winery or General Store

 Valid with coupon presented  
May-December 2013 on regular price item only.

1468 Highway #8, Stoney Creek, Ontario L8E 5K9  
905-643-1015    puddicombefarms.com  

ExpEriEncE...
Dundurn National Historic Site  

Hamilton Military Museum
Whitehern Historic House & Garden

Battlefield House Museum & Park
Hamilton Museum of Steam & Technology

Fieldcote Memorial Park & Museum
Hamilton Children’s Museum

This coupon has no cash value, cannot be used in conjunction 
with any other discount or pre-registered program offer, and is not 

valid for use at special events. Offer expires December 31, 2013.

Furnished Corporate Suites
1285 Ontario Street (at Maple Ave) 

 Burlington, ON
905-639-8583   corporatesuites.ca

 

Lakeshore Rd

Ontario St

Brant St

Q
EW

 Toronto

M
aple Ave

Fully Equipped Kitchens

Magnificent Indoor Pool with Private 
 Sundeck and Sunken Garden

Sauna and Fitness Centre

Tennis Courts and BBQ Area

Security Personnel and Controlled Entry

Easy Access to QEW, 403,  
407 and GO Station

Book Your  
Stay Today
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H A M I L T O N

Travel More.   
Spend Less.

• Free Daybreak Café Breakfast
• Free High-Speed Internet
• Jacuzzi Suites Available
• Meeting Room
• Close to Hospital, Universities & Colleges

Days Inn - Hamilton
210 Main Street East

905-528-3297
email: info@hamiltondaysinn.com

hamiltondaysinn.com

exceeding your every expectation
Open To the Public For Both Golf & Dining

Open daily fOr breakfast,  
lunch & dinner.

Wedding & banquet 
facilities On-site

One Of the neWest  

and finest champiOnship 

gOlf cOurses in  

sOuth-Western OntariO

Facebook.com/CopetownWoods        Twitter.com/CopetownWoodsFacebook.com/CopetownWoods        Twitter.com/CopetownWoods

On-site catering 
free Wireless internet 

meeting and golf packages 
Wedding and banquet facilities

905-627-4653
www.copetownwoods.com
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HOTEL & MOTELS 
Admiral Inn Hamilton

149 Dundurn st. n., hamilton
905.529.2311 admiralinn.com

Best Western C Hotel by Carmens
1530 stone church rd. E., hamilton 
905.381.9898  carmenshotel.com

Comfort Inn Hamilton
183 centennial Pkwy n., hamilton
905.560.4500 choicehotels.ca

Courtyard by Marriott
1224 upper James st., hamilton
905.383.7772  courtyardhamilton.com

Crowne Plaza Hamilton
150 King st. E., hamilton 
905.528.3451  info@cphamilton.com

Days Inn Hamilton
210 main st. E., hamilton
905.528.3297  hamiltondaysinn.com

Holiday Inn Express
51 Keefer crt., hamilton
905.578.1212 ihg.com/holidayinnexpress

Homewood Suites by Hilton (opening 2013)
40 Bay st. s., hamilton
1.800.hiltons homewoodsuites.com

Howard Johnson Hamilton
1187 upper James st., hamilton
905.575.9666 hojo.com

Sheraton Hamilton Hotel
116 King st. W., hamilton 
905.529.5515 sheratonhamilton.com

Staybridge Suites Hamilton
20 caroline st. s., hamilton,
905.527.1001  ihg.com/staybridge

Super 8 Motel
2975 homestead Dr., mount hope
905.679.3355  super8.com

Visitors Inn 
649 main st. W., hamilton
905.529.6979  visitorsinn.com

BED & BREAKFASTS 
An Architect’s Guest House

231 1/2 James st. n., hamilton
905.870.9671
anarchitectsguesthouse.ca

Carole’s B & B
167 Daniels st., ancaster
905.304.6629  bbcanada.com/5409

CAMPGROUNDS
Emerald Lake Trailer Resort & Waterpark

7248 Gore rd. rr#2, Puslinch 
905.659.7923  emeraldlake.ca

Fifty Point Conservation Area and Campground
1479 Baseline rd., Winona
905.525.2187 conservationhamilton.ca

Flamboro Valley Camping Resort
1158 regional rd. 97 Flamborough
905.659.5053  flamborovalley.com

Gulliver’s Lake & Park
792 safari rd., millgrove
905.659.7300  gulliverslake.com

Lawson Park
322 concession 11 rd. E., Freelton
905.659.3395  lawsonpark.ca

Lost Forest Park
4449 millburough line, millgrove
905.689.7648  lostforestpark.com

Maple Grove Trailer Park
1488 concession 11 West, Flamborough, 
905.659.3311  maplegroveflamborough.com

Olympia Village RV Park and Campground
1161 conc 4, rr 2, Waterdown
905.627.1923 olympiavillage.ca 

Pine Valley Park Campground Resort
955 Valens rd., Flamborough 
519-623-4998  pinevalleypark.com

Ponderosa Nature Resort
1218 concession rd. 8 West Flamborough, 
905.659.3410  ponderosaresort.ca

Valens Conservation Area 
and Campground

1691 regional rd. 97, cambridge, 
905.525.2183 conservationhamilton.ca

 
CAMPUS ACCOMMODATIONS
McMaster University — Conference & Event Services

1280 main street West hamilton
905.525.9140 ext 26898
 conference.mcmaster.ca/index.php

Mohawk College Residence and Conference Centre
245 Fennell ave. W., hamilton
905.385.3200 stayrcc.com/hamilton

Redeemer University College
777 Garner rd. E., ancaster
905.648.2131 redeemer.ca

Cottage in the City
918 West 5th st., hamilton
905.389.5067  bbcanada.com/8212

Duck Tail Inn B & B
1573 Butter rd. W., ancaster
905.648.3596  ducktail.net

Glenwood Bed & Breakfast
42 osler Dr., Dundas
905.628.8104  glenwoodbb.ca

Hamilton Guesthouse
158 mary st., hamilton
289.396.1659 hamiltonguesthouse.info

Homestead House
3272 homestead Dr., mount hope
905.679.2581  bbcanada.com/homesteadhouse 

Log Inn B & B
8211 chippewa creek rd. E., mount hope, 
905.679.1876  loginnbb.ca

MacNab Terrace Guest House
256 - 258 macnab st. n., hamilton
905.572.7878  macnabterrace.ca

Osler House
30 south st. W., Dundas
289.238.9278  oslerhouse.com

Ridgemoor B & B
902 shaver rd., ancaster
905.648.0116  ridgemoor.ca

Rose Arden Bed & Breakfast
266 mountain Park ave., hamilton
905.387.2000  rosearden.com

Rutherford House
293 Park st., s., hamilton
905.525.2422  rutherfordbb.com

Sadwick’s Place
725 mohawk rd. E., hamilton
905.383.2783  bbcanada.com/1137

Serenity Ranch Bed & Breakfast
2171 Wilson st. W., Jerseyville
289.346.0278  serenityranchbb.com

The Homestead 1867
36 melville st., Dundas
289.238.8720  thehomestead1867.ca

The Meadows Bed and Breakfast
58 Galley rd., ancaster
905.648.6853  bbcanada.com/10178

The Shavers Bed & Breakfast
1868 shaver rd., ancaster
905.648.3326  theshaversbnb.ca

Tranquility Base B & B
110 abbey close, ancaster
905.648.1506  tranquilitybase.on.ca

DAY & NIGHT

Accommodations

Photographer Stephen Brookbank’s work 
is an homage to Hamilton’s strength and 
beauty, stephenbrookbank.com

FOR VACATIONS.
INTRODUCING THE NEW HAMILTON INTERNATIONAL.
FOR THOSE WHO REALLY WANT TO FLY.

When it comes to traveling from Southern Ontario, no one 
gets you flying faster.  With shorter lines, faster security 
and convenient parking, YHM is your true partner in flight.

FLYHAMILTON.CA
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BOARD OF
EDUCATION 

DUNDURN  NATIONAL
HISTORIC SITE
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FREE 
BREAKFAST

649 Main St. W. (at Hwy 403), Hamilton
Phone/Fax: 905-529-6979 | Reservations 1-800-387-4620

Email: reservations@visitorsinn.com
Book online and save: www.visitorsinn.com

FULLY
RENOVATED

IN 2013
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Love Royal Botanical Gardens!

Like nature?

RBRBRBGGG CeCeCentntntrerere,, 686868000 PlPlPlaiaiainsnsns RRRoaoaoaddd WeWeWeststst,, 
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 Explore …
•  Over 2,700 acres of breathtaking gardens

and nature sanctuaries
•  Three outdoor display gardens and an Arboretum
• A Mediterranean Garden under glass
• Three on-site restaurants and a gift shop
• Over 27 kilometres of trails and more

Year-round events and exhibits 
• Auxiliary Plant Sales, May and September
•  Summer Music Series: Country, Red-Hot Jazz & Cool Blues
• ZimSculpt, late summer and fall
•  Holiday Traditions featuring RBG’s botanical Train Show,

November/December
• Winter Exhibit, January to April

 C
EL

EBRATE OUR BLOOM
S

Spring to Fall

CE
LE

BRATE THE HOLIDAYS C

EL
EBRATE SCULPTURE

Fall
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